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Navy  Department  v    V  t 

HISTORY  OF  USS  JEFFERS  (DMS  27)  (ex  DD  621) 


.1954 


The  decision  in  1935  to  build  a  two-ocean  Navy  paid  rich  dividends  when 
the  Pearl  Harbor  raid  set  off  World  War  II.  The  program  was  strengthened  when 
war  broke  out  in  Europe  in  September  1939 >   increased  when  France  capitulated  and 
again  accelerated  following  7  December  19^1. 

The  USS  JEFFERS  is  one  of  the  hundreds  of  ships  built  during  this  period 
of  expansion.  She  earned  her  salt  in  both  the  European  and  Pacific  Theatres. 
Her  keel  was  laid  by  the  Federal  Shipbuilding  and  Drydock  Company  on  25  March  19^2 
and  on  26  August  of  the  same  year  she  slid  into  the  water  for  the  first  time. 
Mrs.  Lucie  Jeffers  Lyons,  a  great-granddaughter  of  the  late  Commodore  Jeffers, 
christened  her  as  USS  JEFFERS  (DD  621) .   On  5  November  19^2  the  destroyer  was 
placed  in  commission,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Commander  W.  G.  .McGarry, 
USN. 

Commodore  William  N.  Jeffers,  USN,  for  whom  the  ship  was  named,  was  born 
in  Gloucester  County,  New  Jersey,  on  6  October  lQ2k,   and  entered  the  Navy  as  a 
midshipman  in  18U0.  After  duty  aboard  the  UNITED  STATES  and  CONGRESS,  he  attended 
the  Naval  School  from  1845  to  18U6,  becoming  the  fourth  graduate  at  Annapolis. 
During  the  Mexican  War  he  was  attached  to  the  USS  VIXEN  at  the  attacks  on 
Alvarado,  Tobasco,  Coalzocoales,  Laguna  de  Terminos  and  Vera  Cruz.  Early  in  the 
Civil  War  Lieutenant  Jeffers  commanded  the  steamer  PHILADELPHIA  in  the  Potomac 
River.  Later,  while  in  command  of  the  USS  UNDERWRITER,  he  led  the  squadron  at 
the  capture  of  Roanoke  Island,  7  February  1862,  and  was  in  charge  of  a  division 
which  breached  the  barricade  under  fire . 

Three  days  later  he  participated  in  the  destruction  of  the  Confederate 
squadron  in  Albemarle  Sound.  Although  the  Confederate  vessels  were  lying  under 
the  protection  of  a  shore  battery,  the  Federal  gunboats  attacked  with  great 
gallantry  and  complete  success.  Jeffers  also  commanded  the  expedition  which 
obstructed  the  mouth  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  on  13  February  1862. 
He  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Elizabeth  City,  the  expedition  to  Currituck  Sound 
and  other  skirmishes.  In  April  1873  Commodore  Jeffers  was  made  Chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Naval  Ordnance  and  held  this  position  for  eight  years.  He  made  notable 
contributions  to  ordnance  and  wrote  a  number  of  books  on  the  subject.  He  died 
at  Washington,  D.  C.  on  23  July  I883. 

After  her  shakedown  cruise,  the  USS  JEFFERS  operated  off  the  East  Coast 
with  one  run  to  Galveston,  Texas,  until  18  February  19^3,  when  she  left  Norfolk, 
Virginia,  on  her  first  trans-Atlantic  crossing,  bound  for  Casablanca.  Returning 
to  the  United  States,  she  spent  a  few  days  in  Argentia,  Newfoundland,  before  sail- 
ing from  Norfolk  on  8  June  19^3  for  the  invasion  of  Sicily. 

Her  first  action  came  before  dawn  on  6  July  when  the  German  Liftwaffe 
raided  the  fleet  at  Bizerte.  The  JEFFERS  send  one  bomber  down  in  flames,  but 
suffered  several  personnel  casualties  when  small  caliber  shells  exploded  on  the 
main  deck. 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  SAURY  (SS  189) 

When  World  War  II  began  the  old  United  States  Asiatic  Fleet,  caught 
with  antiquated  ships  and  inferior  weapons,  suddenly  found  -itself  lim-the:' line  of 
frontal  assault  by  the  Japanese.  Although  they  put  up  a  gallant  defense,  the 
men  and  the  ships  could  do  no  more  than  slow  down  the  enemy  slightly. 

The  submarine  USS  SAURY  was  one  of  the  handful. 1  of  submersibles  in  the 
Philippines  when  war  began.  The  ship  was  built  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company, 
Groton,  Connecticut.  Her  keel  was  laid  on  28  June  193^  and  on  20  August  of 
the  next  year  she  was  launched,  sponsored  by  Mrs.  James  Paul  Casbarian.  Mrs. 
Casbarian,  a  civil  service  employee  of  the  Navy  Department,  had  long  been 
associated  with  the  section  recommending  the  ship's  names  and  sponsors  for 
new  construction.  USS  SAURY  was  first  placed  in  commission  on  3  April  1939- 

The  ship  was  named  for  a  slender  long-beaked  fish  related  to  flying 
fishes  found  in  the  temperate  parts  of  the  Atlantic  north  of  Cape  Cod. 

On  8  December  she  received  her  patrol  orders  and  put  to  sea,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Commander  John  L.  Burnside,  USN.  Together  with  the  SEAWOLF,  she 
was  to  patrol  the  approaches  to  Lingayen  Gulf. 

The  STINGRAY  first  reported  the  Japanese  landings  in  Lingayen  Gulf, 
and  by  the  time  the  8*38,  S-i+0,  SALMON  and  SAURY  could  reach  the  scene,  the 
enemy  landing  was  well  underway,  with  his  shallow  draft  transports  protected 
by  shallow  water  and  scores  of  destroyers.  Faulty  American  torpedoes  also 
gave  them  a  large  measure  of  unintended  protection,  as  SAURY  found  out  on  her 
first  shot  of  the  war. 

Arriving  in  the  early  morning  of  22  December  I9U1,  she  crept  into  the 
Gulf,  expecting  to  encounter  a  destroyer  screen  at  any  moment.   One  was  soon 
sighted,  steaming  slowly  on  patrol.  The  SAURY  fired  one  torpedo.   "Saw  torpedo 
take  about  15°  left  gyro  angle  and  head  right  at  DD.  Waited  for  explosion. 
None . " 

Several  other  ships  were  sighted,  and  then  it  became  apparent  that 
three  destroyers  were  concentrating  on  finding  the  SAURY,  who  cleared  out  to 
make  another  try.  That  night,  running  on  the  surface  to  recharge  her  batteries, 
she  was  almost  overtaken  by  two  enemy  destroyers  before  she  could  dive,  but 
remained  undetected. 

Trying  again  the  next  morning  to  enter  the  Gulf,  the  submarine  was 
spotted  by  another  patrolling  destroyer  and  depth  charged  for  several  hours 
without  damage.  The  screen  effectively  prevented  any  of  the  submarines  present, 
except  the  S-38,  who  sank  one  transport,  from  getting  into  the  transports,  and 
on  Christmas  Eve  the  SAURY  received  orders  to  a  new  patrol  area.  Enrcute,  she 
suddenly  found  herself  between  two  enemy  vesesls,  and  spent  all  night  shaking 
them  off.  Another  took  up  the  job  the  next  night,  and  the  SAURY 's  crew  spent 
Christmas  night  twisting  desperately,  trying  to  avoid  depth  charges. 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  WHALE  (SS  239)  /  ' 

Essentially  a  weapon  of  stealth  depending  for  its  effectiveness  upon  a 
cloak  of  darkness, the  submarine  carried  out  its  assigned  missions  during  World 
War  II  without  the  recognition  and  fanfare  accorded  many  other  tranches  of  the 
defense  team.  Like  the  unhearaled  tackle  who  clears  the  gridiron  for  the 
flashy  halfback,  the  submarine  plied  the  coastal  waters  of  Japan,  disrupting 
her  supply  lines  and  driving  the  wedge  through  which  American  surface  craft, 
men  and  materials  later  flowed  to  bring  the  enemy  to  his  knees.  With  the  end 
of  World  War  II  the  action  reports  of  these  silent  warriors  disclosed  many 
accounts  of  outstanding  accomplishments.   Such  a  story  is  that  of  the  USS  WHALE. 

The  keel  for  the  SS  239  was  laid  on  28  June  I9U1  at  the  Navy  Yard,  Mare 
Island,  California.   She  was  named  the  "WHALE"  for  the  air-breathing,  warm- 
blooded, mammal.  As  she:  slid  iown  the  ways  on  Ik   March  19^2,  she  was  christened 
by  Mrs.  A.D.  Denny,  wife  of  Captain  A.D.  Denny,  USN.  On  1  June  I9U2  the  ship 
was  commissioned  and  turned  over  to  Lieutenant  Commander  J.B.  Azer,USN. 

On  9  October  19^2,  the  WHALE  steamed  out  of  Pearl  Harbor  on  her  maiden 
patrol.  As  early  as  July  19^1  plans  had  been  made  to  lay  submarine  minefields 
in  the  event  of  war  with  Japan.  When  the  Pearl  Harbor  attack  crippled  the  U.S. 
Pacific  Fleet,  an  unanticipated  workload  gave  the  Submarine  Force  little  op- 
portunity for.  minelaying.  Thus  it  was  not  until  autumn  of  19^-2  that  the  sub- 
marines could  be  spared  for  these  special  missions  which  restricted  their 
combat  potential  by  limiting  the  number  of  torpedoes  they  might  carry.  The 
WHALE  was  chosen  as  one  of  the  six  submarines  to  be  sent  on  these  first  mine- 
planting  missions. 

Her  area  was  the  Kii  Suido  --  the  eastern  entrance  to  the  Inland  Sea  -- 
deep  in  the  inner  ring  of  the  Japanese  homeland  sea  frontier.  During  most  of 
the  long  voyage  from  Pearl  Harbor  to  Japan  the  WHALE  cruised  on  the  surface  by 
day  as-well  as  night,  evading  Japanese  search  planes  by  fast  dives  and  making 
bold  observations  at  periscope  depth.  Pre-war  shipping  curves  had  indicated 
the  Kii  Suido  passage  as  a  main  line  for  Japanese  maritime  traffic.  The  WHALE ' s 
periscope  watch  confirmed  these  indications.  Merchantmen  and  naval  vessels  were 
seen  hugging  the  shoreline,  running  parallel  to  the  coast  about  one  mile  off 
the  beach.  The  WHALE' s  orders  called  for  a  mine  plant  farther  off  shore,  but 
Commander  Azer  decided  to  move  in  closer  and  plant  the  mines  across  the  enemy 
ships'  track.  Throughout  that  day  of  25  October  19^2,  the  WHALE  stayed  offshore, 
making  periscope  obeervations .  The  Japanese  shipping  path  was  carefully  plotted 
and  alternate  routes  were  noted.  Three  minefield  locations  were  chosen.--  one 
on  the- main  line  and  two  to  cover  possible  detours.  At  moonrise  the  WHALE  moved 
in  warily.  One  Japanese  mine  was  detected  well  off  shore,  but  there  was  little 
danger  of  mines  close  in  where  the  enemy  ships  were  traveling. 

Under  a  full  moon  the  first  field  of  mines  was  planted.  The  second  was 
laid  closer  to  the  shore,  and  the  third  was  sewn  across  the  traffic  lane  that 
paralleled  the  beach.  With  ships  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  the  WHALE  had  to 
do  some  expert  maneuvering  to  extricate  herself  from  the  area,  but  with  the  aid 
of  the  Japanese  navigation  lights,  she  was  able  to  grope  her  way  out  across  the 
channel . 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  NIBLACK  (DD  h2.h)  IH  t7 


Involved  in  the  World  War  II  conflict  from  the  first  action  between 
United  States  and  German  armed  forces  until  the  occupation  of  Japan,  the 
destroyer  USS  NIBLACK  earned  five  battle  stars  ffcfr  her  valorous  performance 
of  duty. 

First  vessel  of  the  name,  the  ship  was  built  by  the  Bath  Iron  Works 
Corporation  at  Bath,  Maine.  Her  keel  went  down  on  8  August  1938  and  she  was 
launched  on  18  May  I9U0.  Mrs.  Albert  P.  Niblack,  widow  of  the  late  Vice 
Admiral  Niblack,  acted  as  sponsor.  On  1  August  19^0  the  destroyer  was  placed 
in  commission,  under  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  R.  Durgin,  USN. 

The  ship  was  named  for  Admiral  Niblack,  born  in  Vincennes,  Indiana, 
on  25  July  1859,  and  graduated  from  the  Naval  Academy  in  1880.  During  this 
early  naval  career  he  saw  service  with  expeditions  in  Alaskan  waters;  was 
commended  for  saving  the  crew  of  the  SS  OCEAN  KING  when  she  floundered  on  the 
northeast  coast,  was  with  the  USS  TOPEKA  during  the  Spanish-American  War,  in 
the  USS  BOSTON  during  the  Philippine  Insurrection  and  the  USS  CASTINE  during 
the  Boxer  outbreak.  During  World  War  I  he  was  in  command  of  the  Second 
Squadron,  Patrol  Force,  Atlantic  Fleet,  based  at  Gibralter  and  in  1921  assumed 
the  duties  of  command  of  the  U.S.  Naval  Forces  in  Rurope  with  ohe  accompanying 
rank  of  Vice  Admiral.  He  retired  from  active  duty  with  the  permanent  rank  of 
Rear  Admiral  in  1923  and  died  in  Monaco  six  years  later.  ■   Admiral  Niblack 
received  the  Distinguished  Service  Medal,  United  States;  Order  of  the  White 
Eagle,  First  Class,  by  the  Kingdom  of  the  Serbs,  Croats  and  Slovenes;  and  the 
Diploma,  Grand  Officer  of  the  Order  of  St.  Charles,  Monaco. 

After  an  extended  shakedown  and  training  cruise  in  the  Caribbean,  the 
NIBLACK  made  her  first  convoy  trip  to  Argent ia,  Newfoundland.  In  July  I9I+I 
she  escorted  the  task  force  which  landed  the  American  occupation  troops  in 
Iceland. 

Before  the  actual  landings  were  to  take  place,  however,  the  NIBLACK  was 
ordered  to  conduct  preliminary  reconnaissance.-  On  10  April  19^+1,  as  she  was 
nearing  the  coast,  the  ship  picked  up  three  boatloads  of  survivors  from  a 
torpedoed  merchantman.  The  Germans  had  announced  that  neutral  ships  would  be 
sunk  on  sight  in  the  surrounding  waters  and  so,  when  a  submarine  was  detected 
preparing  to  attack,  the  division  commander  ordered  a  depth  charge  attack  which 
drove  off  the  U-boat  without  damage.  As  far  as  can  be  definitely  shown,  this 
was  the  first  action  between  the  United  States  Navy  and  Germany.  Then,  on  1 
July  19Ul,  the  NIBLACK  sailed  from  Argentia  with  the  occupation  force,  arriving 
on  7  ouly. 

The  NIBLACK  continued  on  escort  duty  and  was  with  four  other  destroyers 
escorting  a  fast  convoy  across  the  Atlantic  when,  on  31  October  19*+!,  the 
destroyer  REUBEN  JAMES  was  suddenly  torpedoed  and  blown  in  half,  the  first 
United  States  naval  vessel  to  be  lost  in  World  War  II.   Only  ^5  survivors  were 
picked  up,  and  contact  could  not  be  made  with  the  attacking  -submarine . 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  EDWARDS  (DD  6l9)  I  \ 

A  veteran  of  the  Pacific  struggle  from  the  beginning  of  her  career,  the 
USS  EDWARDS  earned  thirteen  Battle  Stars,  destroyed  seventeen  enemy  planes,  and 
participated  in  six  bombardments  of  Japanese  held  positions.  All  this  she  did 
without  the  loss  of  a  single  man  in  action. 

The  keel  for  the  DD  6l9  was  laid  on  26  February  19^2  in  the  yards  of  the 
Federal  Shipbuilding  and  Dry  Dock  Company,  Kearney,  New  Jersey,  and  she  was 
launched  on  19  July  of  the  same  year.  Mrs.  Edward  Braytcn,  former  wife  of  the 
ship's  namesake,  christened  the  new  vessel,  which  was  first  placed  in  commission 
on  18  September  I9U2  at  the  Navy  Yard,  New  York,  New  York  when  Lieutenant 
Commander  P.  G.  Osier,  USN,  assumed  command. 

This  was  the  second  destroyer  so  named.  The  first,  the  DD  265,  was  built 
by  the  Bethlehem  Shipbuilding  Company  in  1918  and  commissioned  in  1919-   She  was 
named  in  honor  of  Midshipman  William  W.  Edwards,  who  was  attached  to  the  "Argus" 
on  which  ship  he  was  killed  in  action  with  the  "Pelican"  on  Ik   August  1813.  His 
third  cousin,  Miss  Julia  Edwards  Noyes,  served  as  sponsor  of  the  vessel.  In  19^0 
the  old  "four-piper"  was  transferred  to  Great  Britain  as  part  of  the  destroyer- 
naval  base  agreement,  and  given  the  new  name  BUXTON.  As  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Navy  she  was  fighting  the  Battle  of  the  Atlantic  for  nearly  a  year  before  the 
entry  of  her  native  country. 

DD  619  was  named  in  honor  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Walter  Atlee  Edwards, 
USN.  Born  8  November  1886  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  he  was  appointed 
Midshipman  in  1905.  He  was  awarded  the  Navy  Cross  for  his  services  on  the  staff 
of  Commander,  U.S.  Naval  Forces  in  European  Waters  during  World  War  I.   On  16 
December  1922,  while  commanding  the  USS  BAINBRIDGE,  he  rescued  1+82  men,  women 
and  children  from  the  French  military  transport  VINH-LONG,  which  was  on  fire 
in  the  Sea  of  Marmora,  Turkey.  Lieutenant  Commander  Edwards  placed  his  vessel 
alongside  the  transport  and  after  being  blown  away  by  a  violent  explosion  of 
ammunition  of  the  burning  vessel,  returned  and  rammed  the  transport  in  order  to 
hold  the  BAINBRIDGE  against  her  securely;  thus  pr^/iding  an  easy  escape  for 
those  imperiled  by  rapidly  spreading  oil  flames.  For  this  action  he  was  awarded 
the  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
Distinguished  Service  Order  by  the  King  of  England.  Lieutenant  Commander 
Edwards  died  at  Washington,  D.  C.  on  15  January  1928. 

Upon  completion  of  her  shakedown  training  at  Casco  Bay,  Maine,  the 
EDWARDS  was  assigned  a  short  tour  of  convoy  duty  along  the  east  coast  and  in 
the  Caribbean  Sea.  Then  on  11  December  19^-2  she  transited  the  Panama  Canal 
and  entered  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

Her  first  action  came  in  January  l^^j  when  she  joined  other  ships  of 
Destroyer  Squadron  21  operating  with  Task  Force  16.   On  27  January  a  large  troop 
convoy  left  Noumea  for  Guadalcanal,  and  Task  Force  18  was  assigned  as  the  cover- 
ing force.  Two  days  later  the  task  force  was  some  50  miles  north  of  Rennel 
Island.  As  the  ships  steamed  northwestward  into  the  sunset,  a  flight  of 
Japanese  torpedo  bombers  came  in  for  an  attack.  They  were  driven  off  by  an  AA 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  MC  CALL  (DD  U00)  \  </ 

Unscathed  in  nine  major  Pacific  operations  from  the  beginning  of  the 
war  until  the  Japanese  surrender,  the  destroyer  USS  MC  CALL,  built  up  a  sound 
reputation  as  a  workhorse  of  the  fleet.  In  December  of  I9U1  she  was  at 
Midway.  In  February  I9A2  she  was  in  on  the  Wake  raid,  in  March  at  Marcus,  in 
the  Aleutians  that  summer,  off  Guadalcanal  soon  after.  Other  Solomons 
operations  claimed  her  attention,  followed  by  the  Marshalls,  Kwajalein,  Palau 
and  the  Philippines  as  the  war  drew  to  its  inevitable  close. 

Forty-seven  decorations  for  bravery  and  professional  skill  have  been 
awarded  officers  and  men  of  her  crew,  yet  not  a  man  was  wounded  in  three  and 
a  half  years  of  almost  constant  action. 

The  USS  MC  CALL  was  built  by  the  Bethlehem  Shipbuilding  Corporation  at 
San  Francisco,  California.  Her  keel  was  laid  on  17  March  1936.  Twenty  months 
later,  on  20  November  1937,  the  ship  was  launched.  Miss  Eleanor  Kempff, 
daughter  of  Rear  admiral  Clarence  S.  Kempff,  christened  the  ship,  second  to 
bear  the  name  MC  CALL* 

The  ship  was  named  for  Lieutenant  Edward  R.  MS  Call  who  served  on  the 
ENTERPRISE  in  her  engagement  with  the  BOXER,  5  September  1813,  When  Lieu- 
tenant Commandant  William  Burrows  was  killed  by  musket  fire  he  succeeded  to 
command  and  led  the  ENTERPRISE  to  victory.  The  British  brig  BOXER,  lh   guns, 
was  engaged  off  Penequid  Point  at  1520  at  half  pistol  range.  Action  was  ceased 
at  l600  when  the  BOXER  surrendered,  their  colors  being  nailed  to  the  mast 
could  not  be  hauled  down.  McCall  was  born  5  August  1790  at  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  and  was  appointed  midshipman  I808.  ■  For  his  action  on  the  ENTERPRISE 
he  was  awarded  the  gold  medal  by  Congress  and  died  31  July  I853  at  Bordertown, 
New  Jersey. 

The  first  ship  of  the  United  States  Navy  to  be  named  in  honor  of  Lieu- 
tenant Edward  R.  McCall,  USN,  was  destroyer  No.  2b,  a  vessel  of  some  7^2  tons 
launched  in  1910  and  scrapped  in  I93U.  She  was  in  the  escort  group  for  the 
first  American  Expeditionary  Force  to  France,  sailing  on  lk   June  1917.  Even 
though  German  submarines  atta'eked  part  of  the  force,  not  a  ship  was  damaged 
or  a  man  injured  in  the  crossing. 

Her  younger  sister,  the  DD  UOO,  was  placed  in  commission  on  22  June 
1938/  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  H.  Whelchel,  USN,  took  over  command.  He  was 
later  relieved  by  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  G.  Fullinwider.  Lieutenant  Commander 
Frederick  Moosbrugger,  USN,  was  in  command  when  World  War  II  enveloped  the 
United  States. 

When  the  myth  of  isolation  fell  about  America's  ears  with  the  Japanese 
surprise  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor,  7  December  19^1,  the  destroyer  barely  es- 
caped the  holocaust.  She  was  at  sea,  steaming  with  the  USS  ENTERPRISE,  who  had 
just  delivered  the  legendary  Marine  fighter  squadron  221  to  Wake  Island.  On 
the  morning  of  the  7th,  the  ENTERPRISE  launched  Scouting  EIGHT,  200  miles  from 
Pearl  Harbor,  to  fly  to  Ford  Island.  Eleven  of  them  were  shot  down  when  they 
flew  into  the  hornet's  nest  that  was  Oahu  that  Sunday  morning. 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  STEVENSON  (DD  6^5)     *"" 


Rather  than  the  brilliant  highlights  of  combat,  the  war  record  of  the 
USS  STEVENSON  is  one  of  long,  hard  months  at  sea,  of  dull  plodding  duty  as  work 
horse  of  the  fleet,  while  her  more  dashing  sisters  received  the  applause  and 
honors.  During  her  32  months  at  sea  in  both  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific,  she 
suffered  no  personnel  casualties  or  damage  from  enemy  action,  although  she  won 
six  battle  stars  for  participation  in  major  campaigns. 

Her  keel  was  laid  in  the  yards  of  the  Federal  Shipbuilding  and  Dry 
Dock  Company  at  Kearny,  New  Jersey,  on  23  July  19^2.   On  Armistice  Day,  11 
November  19^2,  she  slid  down  the  ways  with  the  destroyers  STOCKTON,  RINGGOLD, 
and  SCHROEDER  in  the  first  quadruple  launching  made  in  the  yard.  She  was 
commissioned  on  15  December  19^2  and  turned  over  to  her  first  commanding  officer, 
Lieutenant  Commander  Thomas  C.  Greene,  USN.  ■ 

Miss  Mary  Stevenson,  a  daughter  of  the  man  for  whom  the  ship  was  named, 
acted  as  sponsor  at  the  launching.  Her  father,  Paymaster  John  H.  Stevenson, 
USN,  was  born  in  New  York  and  appointed  an  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  in  1662. 
In. December  of  that  year,  while  in  command  of  two  boat  loads  of  men,  he  landed 
on  the  banks  of  the  Raooahannock  River,  captured  a  small  party  of  Confederates, 
and  destroyed  signal  and  recruiting  stations. 

In  June,  1863,  while  attached  to  the  USS  PRINCESS  ROYAL,  Stevenson  did 
extremely  valuable  work  in  scouting  the  enemy  camp  and  learning  the  details  of 
a  scheduled  attack  on  Fort  Donaldsonville ,  Louisiana.  The  knowledge  enabled 
the  small  fort,  whith  the  aid  of  the  PRINCESS  ROYAL,  to  beat  off  the  attack  by 
superior  enemy  forces. 

It  became  imperative  in  July  of  1863  to  send  important  dispatches  to 
Admiral  Farragut.  The  USS  NEW  LONDON,  sent  down  the  Mississippi  with  the 
messages,  went  aground  and  became  disabled  under  enemy  fire.  Stevenson  was 
landed  with  orders  to  secure  the  dispatcnes  and  carry  them  through  85  miles  of 
enemy  territory  to  New  Orleans,  which  he  did.  Later  Admiral  Porter  called  for 
volunteers  for  a  similar  mission,  and  again  Paymaster  Stevenson  performed 
the  job. 

In  June  of  I87O  Paymaster  Stevenson  .  wag  advanced  15  numbers  in  his 
grade  for  extraordinary  heroism.  Not  deeming  him  sufficiently  rewarded  for  all 
his  services,  the  President  of  the  United  States  again  advanced  Stevenson  15 
numbers  in  1879.  Commissioned  Pay  Inspector  in  l88l,  Stevenson  was  placed  on 
the  retired  list  in  I893. 

After  her  commissioning,  the  ship  immediately  proceeded  on  her  shake- 
down cruise.  An  unfortunate  collision  at  sea  delayed  her  reporting  date  by  six 
weeks  when  it  was  necessary  to  replace  her  entire  bow  in  the  yard.  When  this 
was  completed,  however,  the  ship  was  assigned  to  Atlantic  convoy  duty  in  March 
of  19^3 .  Lieutenant  Commander  Francis  E.  Wilson,  USN,  was  on  board  in  command. 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  SARGENT  BAY  (CVE  83) 


To  accelerate  our  offensive  toward  the  Tokyo,  fast  carrier  task  forces 
were  organized;  a  new  concept  in  naval  warfare,  supported  by  battleships  and 
cruisers;  screened  by  a  ring  of  destroyers,  these  mobile  airfields  were  able 
to  strike  the  enemy  thousands  of  miles  in  advance  of  our  bases. 

Designed  primarily  as  convoy  escorts  and  aircraft  transports,  the  scrappy 
little  escort  carriers  found  themselves  doing  practically  every  job  that  the 
fleet  carriers  might  do  in  order  to  release  the  big  boys  for  hard-hitting  raids 
on  enemy  bases  throughout  the  Pacific.  Besides  taking  over  their  jobs  in 
support  of  amphibious  assaults,  the  little  "jeeps"  furnished  the  fleet  carriers 
with  replacement  supplies,  planes  and  pilots,  enabling  them  to  stay  at  sea  and 
in  action  almost  continuously  for  as  much  as  85  days. 

The  keel  for  this  addition  to  Uncle  Sam's  escort  carrier  fleet  was  laid 
on  8  November  I9U3  at  the  Kaiser  Company  shipyard-,  Vancouver,  Washington.  The 
ship  was  launched  on  31  January  1°M  with  Mrs.  George  JH.  DeBaun,  wife  of 
Captain  G.  H.  CeBaun,  USN,  as  sponsor.  CVE  83  was  placed  in  commission  as  the 
USS  SARGENT  BAY  on  9  March  igkk   while  moored  at  the  U.S.  Naval  Station,  Astoris, 
Oregon,  and  Captain  W.  T.  Rassieur,  USN,  assumed  command.  The  ship  was  named 
for  a  bay  in  Alaska  on  the  western  shore  of  Behra  Canal,  opposite  Rudyerd  Bay. 

After  operational  training  in  Puget  Sound,  she  steamed  to  Alameda,  took 
aboard  passengers  and  planes  for  transportation,  and  sailed  for  Pearl  Harbor  on 
12  April  Ijkk.     Arriving  on  the  21st,  she  exchanged  her  out-going  passengers 
and  freight  for  a  like  load  returning  to  the  United  States,  and  proceeded  back 
to  Alameda.  During  the  return  voyage  she  suffered  her  first  casualty  when 
A.L.  Kosmatka,  S2c,  was  washed  overboard  during  a  storm.  The  area  was  searching 
for  an  hour,  but  no  trace  of  the  man  could  be  found. 

Shakedown  training  off  San  Diego  followed,  and  on  6  June  the  first 
plane  was  launched.  Another  first  was  registered  the  following  day  when  a  plane 
crashed  on  take-off  and  the  escorting  destroyer,  USS  MCFARLAND,  picked  up  the 
four  aviators.  When  her  squadron  had  been  qualified,  the  carrier  proceeded  to 
Pearl  Harbor,  arriving  on  3  July. 

Taking  aboard  mail,  passengers  and  planes,  the  ship  joined  EDMONDS  and 
ALDEBARAN  for  Eniwetok  and  Saipan,  where  she  catapulted  and  flew  off  her  planes, 
returning  to  Eniwetok.  Picking  up  returning  wounded  personnel  and  2^4  Japanese 
prisoners  of  war  at  Kwajalein,  the  ship  returned  to  Pear j.  Harbor.  After  further 
training, the  SARGEHT  BAY  reported  to  the  THIRD  Fleet  for  duty  and  got  under- 
way on  18  August  for  Eniwetok  with  the  THETIS  BAY,  RUDYERD  BAY,  NANTAHALA, 
STAFF.ORD  and  FIEBERLING. 

At  Eniwetok  she  was  assigned  to  Task  Group  30.8,  the  all- important 
logistics  supply  group  who  furnished  replacement  supplies,  planes  and  crews  to 
the  hard-hitting  carriers  of  Task  Force  38.   This  enabled  the  carrier  task  forces 
to  stay  at  sea  for  as  long  as  85  days  without  returning  to  base  for  logisitcs. 

.  0 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  PARCHE  (SS  38U) 

Thirty  thousand  tons  sunk  or  damaged  is  a  highly  respScYable  total  for 
a  submarine  on  her  maiden  patrol.  The  maiden,  USS  PARCHE,  operating  ina 
coordinated  attack  group,  established  her  reputation  as  a  marksman  of  high 
order,  scoring  eight  hits  out  of  twelve  torpedoes  fired,  with  an  average  of 
one  ship  sunk  for.  every  six  fish  expended. 

But  that  was  only  the  beginning.   Completing  six  patrols,  the  PARCHE 
wrote  her  name  with  bits  of  flaming  wreckage  across  the  annals  of  submarine  war- 
fare. Among  the  decorations  she  received  was  the  Presidential  Unit  Citation 
for  herself  and  the  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  for  her  first  commanding 
officer,  Commander  L.  P.  Ramage. 

The  submarine  was  built  by  the  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  Navy  Yard. 
Her  keel  was  laid  on  9  April  I9U3  and  on  2k   July  19U3  Miss  Betty  Russell 
smashed  the  traditional  bottle  of  champagne  across  her  bow  as  she  slid  into 
the  water  for  the  first  time.  Miss  Russell  is  the  daughter  of  the  United 
States  District  Judge  Robert  Lee  Russell,  formerly  Judge  Advocate  General  of 
the  Navy. 

The  submarine  took  its  name  from  a  small,  gorgeously  colored  butterfly 
fish,  known  for  its  uncanny  ability  for  swimming  in  and  around  coral  heads  and 
reefs.  The  fish  is  able  to  find  its  way  through  the  most  intricate  passages 
by  swimming  on  its  side  or  upside  down. 

The  USS  PARCHE  was  first  placed  in  commission  on  20  November  19^3,  and 
on  29  March  l$kk   the  sleek  killer  slipped  out  of  Pearl  Harbor  in  company  with 
the  TINOSA  and  BANG  for  her  first  war  patrol.   The  trio  was  to  operate  to- 
gether under  the  command  of  Captain  G.  E.  Peterson,  USN,  who  was  riding  the 
PARCHE.  After  topping  off  at  Midway,  the  three  headed  for  their  area,  the  sea 
lanes  south  of  Formosa. 

First  contact  made  was  a  derelict  trawler,  evidently  the  victim  of 
another  underseas  prowler.  The  PARCHE  took  the  opportunity  to  sharpen  up  her 
20  mm  gun  crews  with  a  practice  run  and  then  continued  on  her  course,  reach- 
ing the  assigned  area  on  l6  April  l$kk.     The  next  day  a  bird  /was  attracted  to 
the  periscope  with  the  following  entries  in  the  lag  resulting: 
"1500  Picked  up  sky  lookout  -  Bird  (genus:  unknown;  sex:  undetermined;  habits: 

not  altogether  proper)  which  took  station  on  #1  periscope,  going  round  ' 

and  round  and  up  and  down,  hanging  on  with  dogged  determination  for 

over  k   hours . " 

More  important  contacts  were  made  on  29  April,  when  the  BANG  reported 
a  large  convoy  50  miles  away.  Calling  for  full  speed,  the  PARCHE  set  course 
to  intercept  and  three  hours  later  sighted  one  large  ship  with  a  single  escort. 
Another  escort  came  into  view  as  the  sub  began  running  around  the  target  on  the 
surface,  and  immediately  gave  chase.  The  su>|  having  about  a  half -knot  speed 
advantage,  shook  him  off  after  20  minutes,  but  by  then  had  lost  contact. 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  MOUNT  BAKER   (AE  b) 
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Medals  and  citations  were  seldom  awarded  to  ammunition  ships  --  except 
posthumously.  Ranking  as  high  priority  targets  for  enemy  planes  and  submarines, 
duty  aboard  them  required  steel  nerves  as  they  went  about  the  vital  job  of 
supplying  the  fighting  ships  with  the  sinews  of  war. 

The  USS  MOUNT  BAKER,  one  of  the  first  of  the  large  modern,  cargo  ships 
taken  over  i  by  the  Navy  in  19^0,  was  built  by  the  Tampa  Shipbuilding  &  Engi-  . 
neermg  Company,  Tampa,  Florida,  for  the  U.S.  Maritime  Commission.  Laid  down 
as  the  SS  SURPRISE,  she  was  taken  over  by  the  Navy  on  14  November  I9U0  and 
delivered  to  the  Alabama  Drydock  and  Shipbuilding  Company  for  conversion  to  an 
ammunition  ship.  She  was  commissioned  on  16  May  19U1  as  the  USS  KILAUEA  (AE  h) 
named  for  a  volcano  in  Hawaii.  Captain  W.  I.  Causey,  USN,  was  in  command. 

On  17  June  19^1  the  KILAUEA  began  operating  out  of  Norfolk,  Virginia 
servicing  combatant  vessels  on  the  East  Coast, in  the  Atlantic,  Caribbean,  and 
Newfoundland.  During  August  19^1  she  made  a  cruise  to  Bermuda,  Guantanamo, 
and  San  Juan.  Between  18  September  19^1  and  12  June  19^2  the  ship  made  three 
runs  to  Argent ia,  Newfoundland,  returning  to  Norfolk  after  each  cruise. 

On  12  June  19^2  she  began  a  period  of  overhaul  at  the  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk: 
On  the  15th  Captain  W.  I.  Causey,  USN,  turned  over  the  command  to  the  Executive 
Officer,  Lieutenant  Commander  F.  D.  Hamblin,  USN,  who  in  turn  was  relieved  bv 
Commander  G.  W.  Brashears,  USN  on  20  June. 

Overhaul  completed  on  21  July  the  KILiHJEA  loaded  ammunition  and  de- 
parted for  Coco  Solo,  Canal  Zone,  via  Guantanamo  Bay  and  Kingston,  Jamaica 
On  k   September  she  proceeded  to  Brighton,  Trinidad,  where  she  loaded  asphalt 
for  ^transportation  to  San  Juan.  She  departed  San  Juan  on  26  September  with  a 
load  of  sugar  and  proceeded  to  Baltimore,  Maryland,  thence  to  Norfolk.  From 
October  19^2  until  January  I9U3  she  acted  as  station  ammunition  ship  in  the 
Norfolk  Area.  During  February  she  took  another  load  of  ammunition  to  Trinidad 
via  Guantanamo,  returning  with  sugar  from  San  Juan. 

On  17  March  19U3  the  ship's  name  was  changed  to  the  USS  MOUNT  BAKER 
due  to  the  similarity  of  the  former  name  with  the  KAILUA  (IX  71) .  She  was  ' 
named  'MOUNT  BAKER"  for  a  volcano  in  the  state  of  Washington.  The  ship  had 
been  fortunate  while  sailing  under  the  old  name  KILAUEA,  and  although  painted 
over,  that  name  was  left  on  the  stern. 

With  the  change  of  name,  came  a  change  of  duty.  The  active  war  having 
left  our  Atlantic  Seaboard  and  shifted  to  the  home  front  of  our  enemies  the 
MOUNT  BAKER  sailed  on  8  June  19^3  with  ammunition  for  ships  in  the  Mediterranean 
Area.   Until  6  November  she  supplied  the  fleet  in  Oran,  Algiers,  Arzeu,  Bizerte 
and  Palermo,  Sicily.  ' 

In  December  Commander  F.  D.  Hamblin,  USN,  relieved  Commander  G.  W 
Brashears,  USN,  and  the  MOUNT  BAKER  remained  in  the  Hampton  Roads  area  on 
various  drills,  exercises  and  repairs  until  April  tykk.     On  29  April  she  sailed 
with  ammunition  for  Clyde  River,  Scotland,  via  New  York,  and  by  6  June  had  sup- 
plied vessels  at  Gare  Loch;  Plymouth  Lough  Foyle;  and  Londonderry,  Ireland. 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  MONAGHAN  (DD  35*0 

Implacable  enemy  to  the  Japanese  from  7  December  19^1?  when  she  sank  a 
midget  sub  inside  Pesrl  Harbor ,  the  destroyer  USS  MONAGHAN  survived  everything 
that  the  Japanese  could  dish  out  until  being  overwhelmed  by  an  even  more 
dangerous  enemy.  On  18  December  19^4-  the  ship  was  one  of  three  destroyers  to 
fall  victim  to  a  violent  typhoon. 

The  DD  351!-  was  the  second  ship  to  be  named  in  honor  iof  Ensign  Robert 
Monaghan,  USS.  The  first,  DD  32,  was  constructed  at  the  Newport  News  Ship- 
building Company,  Newport  News,  Virginia,  and  launched  on  id  February  1911. 
Mrs.  F.  J.  Gavin,  sister  of  Ensign  Managhan,  acted  as  sponsor. 

A  destroyer  of  7*4-2  tons,  the  ship  patrolled  the  Atlantic  Coast  and  served 
as  ocean  escort  for  troop  convoys  during  World  War  I  and  from  November  1917  until 
the  Armistice  was  employed  in  European  waters  on  anti-submarine  duty.  She 
was  attached  to  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  from  1931  until  193^,  when  she  was  sold. 

The  second  USS  MONAGHAN  was  built  at  the  Navy  Yard,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
Her  keel  was  laid  there  on  21  November  1933  and  she  was  launched  on  9  January 
1935-  Miss  Mary  Frances  Monaghan  a  niece  of  the  ship's  namesake  acted  as 
sponsor.  Placed  in  commission  on  19  April  1935*  she  was  first  commanded  by 
Commander  R .  R .  Thompson,.  USN . 

Both  ships  were  named  in  honor, of  Ensign  Monaghan,  .killed  i'n-  vactioa  of   Samoa, 
1  April  l899';*'  Ensign  Monaghan  ■•distinguished  himself  in  an'  engagement  with  the 
natives  there:,:,  and  was.  killed  jwhile  trying  to  carry  a  wounded  officer, Lieutenant 
Lansdale,'  out.pf.  danger.--  Captain  Edwin  White  said  in1  his.' report:  "He.  stood  stead- 
fast, by  his  wounded  superior  and  friend,  one  brave  man' against  a  score  of.._ 
savages.'  He  died  in  an  heroic  performance  of  duty." 

The  MONAGHAN,  Lieutenant  Commander  W.  P.  Burford,  USN,  commanding, had  the 
ready  duty  for  Destroyer  Division  Two  on  Sunday  morning,  7  December  19^1 .  Her 
first  intimation  of  trouble  came  at  075-1  >   when  she  was  ordered  to  get  underway 
immediately  to  join  the  WARD,  who  had  just  sunk  an  unidentified  sub  off  the 
entrance  to  Pearl  Harbor.   Four  minutes  later  an  excited  crew  member  burst 
into  the  Captain's  cabin  to  report  that  the  harbor  was  being  attacked.  When 
Lieutenant  Commander  Burford  stepped  outside,  black  smoke  could  already  be  seen 
coming  up  from  the  Schofield  Barracks  area. 

Sounding  the  General  Alarm,  the  ship  made  all  preparations  to  get  under- 
way immediately.  At  about  OQlk   the  nest  of  destroyers,  the  AYLWIN,  FARRAGUT, 
DALE  and  MONAGHAN,  came  under  attack,  and  began  firing  at  enemy  horizontal 
bombers  with  both  machine  guns  and  five-inch  batteries.  At  0827  the  MONAGHAN 
was  underway. 

At  0835  the  CURTISS  ran  up  a  flag  hoist  indicating  the  presence  of  an 
enemy  submarine  in  the  harbor.  Very  shortly  afterwards  the  conning  tower  of 
a  small  sub  could  be  seen,  bobbing  and  zig-zagging  along  ,200  to  300  yards  off 
the  starboard  quarter  of  the  CURTISS.  Both  the  CURTISS  and  the  TANGIER  were 
firing  at  the  sub  with  everything  that  would  bear. 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  MERCURY  (AKS  20 )  (EX  AK  U2) 

In  the  dark  days  following  the  infamous  7  December  19^1  attack  on  Pearl 
Harbor,  our  fleet  was  on  the  defensive  until  we  could  build  up  our  amphibious 
forces  for  a  counterattack.  In  order  to  build  up  this  force  as  rapidly  as 
possible;  merchant  ships  of  all  description  were  acquired  to  fill  the  gap  until 
regular  fleet  amphibious  and  supply  ships  could  be  built.  Many  of  these  vessels 
served  valiantly  and  earned  creditable  war  records.  Among  these  was  the  USS 
MERCURY  who  received  five  battle  stars  from  the  Marshalls  to  Okinawa. 

The  USS  MERCURY  was  constructed  by  the  Federal  Shipbuilding  and  Drydock 
Company,  Kearny,  New  Jersey  in  1939  as  the  SS  MORMACTERN.  Taken  over  by  the 
Navy  on  20  June  19^1  she  was  designated  as  an  auxiliary  cargo  vessel  and  renamed 
MERCURY  for  the  planet  of  the  same  name.  At  the  commissioning  Ceremonies  on  1 
July  19^-2  she  was  turned  over  to  her  first  commanding  officer,  Lieutenant 
Commander  G.  W.  Graber,  USNR. 

During  that  same  month  of  July  the  MERCURY  sailed  on  her  first  supply 
mission.  Carrying  8l35  tons  of  mixed  cargo  including  drummed  petroleum  products, 
landing  mats,  dynamite,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  engineering  equipment, 
the  ship  steamed  to  Tongatabu  Harbor,  and  thence  to  Pago  Pago,  discharging  cargo 
at  each  stop.  She  then  proceeded  to  Efate  Island  via  Port  Noumea,  where  she 
unloaded  the"  remainder  of  her  cargo.  While  anchored  there  she  experienced  her 
first  general  quarters  alert  from  Japanese  reconnaissance  planes.  After  a 
brief  fueling  stop  at  Suva  Harbor,  the  MERCURY  headed  for  San  Francisco,  arriv- 
ing 27  September  19^2. 

The  ship  sailed  from  San  Francisco  on  li+  October  with  a  load  of  bOOO  tons 
for  the  South  Pacific.  During  these  dark  days  of  the  war  she  ran  unescorted 
through  the  ominous  waters  to  bring  sorely  needed  supplies  to  our  advanced  lines. 
After  weathering  a  storm  from  the  27th  to  the  29th  of  October,  she  arrived  at 
Auckland,  New  Zealand  on  5  November.  During  her  eight  day  stay  there  she  un- 
loaded 76OO  tons  of  her  cargo,  and  then  loaded  ^000  tons  of  submarine  net  gear, 
moorings,  buoys,  and  similar  equipment  for  transportation  to  Guadalcanal. 

Unloading  at  Guadalcanal  from  8  to  15  December  was  hampered  by  constant 
air  raids.  Each  evening  she  shifted  to  Tulagi  Harbor  for  better  protection, 
returning  during  the  day  for  the  unloading  process.  Returning  to  Noumea,  she 
made  a  run  to  Efate  between  30  December  19^2  and  11  February  1943,  then  sailed 
for  San  Francisco,  California. 

After  a  brief  period  of  availability,  1*000  tons  of  specialized  cargo  were 
taken  aboard,  and  on  17  March  I9U3  the  MERCURY  sailed  from  San  Diego  on  her 
third  voyage.  During  this  run  she  unloaded  cargo  at  Espiritu  Santo,  Noumea, 
and  Guadalcanal,  returning  to  San  Francisco  on  3  July. 

During  the  remainder  of  19^3  the  MERCURY  made  two  more  voyages  to  the 
islands  of  the  South  Pacific.  Then  on  7  January  Ijkk   she  received  orders  to 
Pearl  Harbor.  By  this  time  Guadalcanal,  Makin  and  Tarawa  were  in  American  hands, 
and  now  the  strategists  eyed  the  central  Pacific  hopefully.  The  FIFTH  Amphibious 
Force  was  soon  to  become  the  most  powerful  of  its  kind  throughout  the  world. 
It  was  to  this  force  that  the  MERCURY  reported  for  duty. 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  GAMBLE  (DM  15')  (EX  DD  123) 

7  December  19*4-1  began  like  any  other  Sunday  morning  at  Pearl  Harbor. 
In  for  the  weekend  from  off-shore  patrol,  the  destroyer  minelayer  USS  GAMBLE 
was:  moored  in  a  nest  with  ships  of  Mine  Division  WO,  MQHTGCMSRY,  BRSESE  and 
RAMSAY.  Many  of  her  men,  including  her  captain,  Lieutenant  Commander  D.  A. 
Crandell,  and  the  exec,  Lieutenant  E.  M.  Brown,  were  ashore.  Shortly  before 
0800,  however,  the  peaceful  scene  turned  into  one  of  indescribable  -haos,  as 
wave  after  wave  of  Japanese  planes  poured  over  the  harbor  to  attack  anything 
afloat  as  war  was  forced  on  the  United  States  again.  Before  the  old  mine- 
layer was  taken  out  of  action  by  air  attack  at  Iwo  Jima,  she  had  disposed  of 
a  Japanese  submarine,  laid  mines  which  accounted  for  at  least  three  Japanese 
destroyers,  and  earned  seven  battle  stars. 

The  ship,  built  by  the  Newport  News  Shipbuilding  Company,  was  already 
23  years  old  when  World  War  II  began.  Her  keel  had  been  laid  on  12  November 
1917  and  she  was!  launched  on  11  May  1918.  Miss  Evelyn  H.  Jackson,  a  relative 
of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Josephus  Daniels  acted  as  her  sponsor.  Put  in  com- 
mission on  29  November  19 18,  her  first  captain  was  Commander  Randall  Jacobs, 
USN. 

The  ship  was  placed  out  of  commission  in  192^  in  San  Diego's  Red  Lead 
Row.  Reactivated  in  May  of  1930,  she  was  redesignated  DM  15  on  13  June  1930. 
Again  at  the  end  of  1937  she  was  placed  out  of  commission,  but  the  need  for 
destroyer  types  to  perform  neutrality  patrol  duties  brought  her  back  to  active 
duty  on  25  September  1939- 

The  vessel  was  named  in  honor  of  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  M. 
Gamble,  USMC,  and  Lieutenant  Peter  Gamble,  USN,  brothers  who  were  both  heroes 
of  the  War  of  1812. 

Lieutenant  Gamble  was  first  Lieutenant  of  the  SARATOGA,  MacDonough's 
flagship  in  the  battle  of  Lake  Champlain,  New  York,  and  was  killed  there  while 
in  the  act  of  sighting  his  gun.  He  was  included  in  the  vote  of  thanks  to  Mac- 
Donough  for  the  victory  on  the  Lake,  and  was  awarded  a  silver  medal. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Gamble,  then  a  First  Lieutenant, commanded  the  Marine 
detachment  aboard  the  ESSEX  under  Captain  David  Porter.  The  ESSEX  in  1513 
rounded  Cape  Horn  and  wrought  havoc  among  the  British  merchantmen  along  the 
coast  of  South  America.  With  a  squadron  of  men-of-war  hunting  him.  Captain  : 
Porter  put  in  at  Nukahiva  in  the  Marquesas  for  an  overhaul.  After  the  ship 
had  been  made  seaworthy,  Porter  sailed  for  the  Chilean  coast  with  the  ESSEX 
and  one  of  his  prizes,  renamed  the  ESSEX  JUNIOR,  only  to  fall  into  a  trap  at 
Valparaiso.  Gamble  was  left  in  command  of  a  detachment  at  Nukahiva,  with  orders 
to  make  three  other  prizes  ready  for  sea.  Threatened  with  mutiny  and  attack 
by  the  cannibal  natives,  Gamble  decided  to  forestall  an  attack  by  mailing  a 
punitive  expedition.  The  natives  were  brought  to  terms  without  firing  a  musket. 
After  returning,  one  of  his  men  drowned  and  four  others  deserted,  leaving  17 
men.  Deciding  to  burn  the  GREENWICH,  Gamble  was  inspecting  the  SERINGAPATAM 
before  leaving,  since  he  had  given  up  hope  of  Porter's  return,  when  he  was 
jumped  by  six  mutineers  and  shot  "  ■  through  the  foot.  Put  adrift  in  a  Q£>noe,  he 
managed  to  reach  land  as  the  six  sailed  away,  never  to  be  heard  of  again.  The 
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Severely  damaged  during  Vorld  War  I,  the  USS  MANLEY  survived  technological 
and  tactical  changes  for  26  years  of  service  in  the  United  States  Navy.  The 
first  of  the  old  f cur-pipers  to  be  converted  for  use  as  a  high  speed  transport, 
she  became  the  oldest  destroyer  in  commission.   On  her  battle  record  is  the 
World  War  I  Victory  Medal,  the  Asiatic-Pacific  Area  Service  Medal  with  five 
battle  stars,  and  a  Navy  Unit  Commendation. 

The  DD  7k   was  built  by  the  Bath  Iron  Works  at  Bath,  Maine.  Her  fieel  was 
laid  on  22  August  1916  and  she  was  laucnhed  on  23  August  1917-  Her  sponsor 
was  Miss  Dorothy  S.  Sewall,  daughter  of  William  T.  Sewall,  a  prominent  citizen 
of  Bath,  Maine.  The  destroyer  was  placed  in  commission  on  15  October  1917 • 
Commander  Robert  L.  Berry,  USN,  was  her  first  Captain. 

The  DD  7^  was  the  second  to  be  named  in  honor  of  Captain  John  Manley, 
USN.  The  first,  a  torpedo  boat  acquired  aboard  during  the  War  with  Spain  in 
1898,  was  stricken  from  the  Navy  List  on  2  April  1911*.   Still  on  hand  when  the 
new  MANLEY  was  built,  she  had  her  name  changed  to  LEVANT.  On  21  April  1920  the 
vessel  was  sold. 

Captain  Manley  was  born  in  Torquay,  England  in  1733 >   and  was  appointed 
captain  of  the  LEE  by  General  George  Washington  on  2k   October  1775-  The  LEE 
was  the  first  Continental  ship  to  go  to  sea.  He  commanded  the  HANCOCK  in  1776, 
was  captured  and  imprisoned  in  old  Mill  prison,  but  escaped.  He  commanded  a 
number  of  privateers  and  took  many  prizes,  including  a  number  of  British  trans- 
ports. In  January  of  1783  he  received  the  surrender  of  the  last  transport 
captured  during  the  Revolution.  He  died  on  12  February  1793- 

After  fitting  out  and  running  trials,  the  MANLEY  (DD  7^)  sailed  from 
New  York  on  2k   November  1917  for  Queenstown,  Ireland,  to  join  the  U.S.  Naval 
Forces  based  there  for  escort  duty. 

On  19  March  1918  the  MANLEY,  in  charge  of  escort  for  a  convoy  being 
brought  to  port,  went  close  alongside  HMS  MATAGUA  to  deliver  orders  and  Ad- 
miralty instructions.  She  was  about  50  feet  off  and  making  20  knots  when  a 
slight  jar  was  immediately  followed  by  a  violent  detonation.  The  M'ATAGUA  had 
rolled  down  on  MANLEY' s  depth  charges,  setting  them  off.  Two  50-gallcn  drums 
of  gasoline  on  the  after  deckhouse  and  two  tanks  containing  100  gallons  of 
alcohol  were  punctured  by  fragments,  and  their  contents  ignited.  The  fire  ran 
along  the  deck,  enveloping  the  motor  sailer,  dory,  punt  and  some  wooden  shores. 
It  worked  into  the  wreckage  of  the  after  crews'  living  spaces  and  burned 
through  most  of  the  night.   The  Executive  Officer  and  33  enlisted  men  were 
killed  in  the  explosion,  which  practically  destroyed  the  stern  of  the  ship. 
The  MANLEY  was  towed  into  Queenstown  and  later  into  Liverpool  for  repairs.  She 
sailed  for  the  United  States  via  the  Azores  on  22  December  1918. 

The  MANLEY  operated  with  the  fleet  along  the  East  Coast  until  11  April 
1919;  when  she  departed  once  more  for  European  waters.  She  joined  the  U.S. 
Naval  Forces  in  the  Adriatic,  transporting  passengers  and  mail  and  carrying 
out  diplomatic  missions.  In  June  1919  she  was  attached  to  the  U.S.  Naval  Forces 
in  Turkish  waters  and  operated  in  the  Black  Sea,  carrying  mail  and  members  of 
the  U.S.  Food  Commission. 
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Although  far  out-dated  by  the  time  the  United  States  entered  World  War  II, 
the  old  four -piper  USS  HERBERT  served  throughout  the  war  as  a  destroyer  and  as 
a  high  speed  transport. 

The  New  York  Shipbuilding  company  of  Camden,  New  Jersey,  built  the  craft, 
laying  her  keel  on  8  April  1918  and  sending  her  down  the  ways  on  8  May  1919. 
Mrs.  Benjamin  Micou,  a  daughter  of  the  man  for  whom  the  ship  was  named, 
christened  her  USS  HERBERT,  (DD  l6o) .  Placed  in  commission  on  21  November  1919, 
the  ship  had  Lieutenant  Commander  E-  A.  Logan,  USN,  as  her  first  commanding  c 
officer. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  Hilary  Abner  Herbert,  for  whom  the  DD  l60  was  named, 
was  born  in  Laurensville,  South  Carolina,  in  1834.  Educated  in  the  Universities 
of  Alabama  and  Virginia,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  practiced  in  Greenville, 
Alabama.  First  elected  to  Congress  in  1877,  he  was  re-elected  seven  times. 
He  served  as  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  in  three  Congresses.  Appointed 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  1893,  he  held  that  office  until  1897.  Secretary  Herbert 
died  in  1919. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Warren  P.  Mowatt,  USN,  was  commanding  the  ship, 
operating  with  Destroyer  Division  5U  en  a  coastal  convoy  run  from  Norfolk, 
Virginia,  to  Provincetown,  Massachusetts,  on  7  December  I9I+I.  War  brought  little 
change  in  her  routine  of  convoy  runs  and  anti-submarine  sweeps.  As  19^2  began, 
her  officer  of  the  deck  described  her  current  job,  escorting  a  small  convoy 
back  from  Iceland,  with  the  tradition  rhyme: 

"Just  a  forty  knot  gale  is  blowing  from  the  west 
A  fifty  degree  roll  seems  to  be  cur!  best 
Cursing  men  are  falling  from  their  bunks  down  below  - 
Ah!  -  for  the  comfort  of  a  little  bungalow." 

German  submarines,  for  which  there  was  as  yet  no  adequate  defense,  were 
sinking  merchantmen  at  will.  Hardly  a  cruise  went  by  without  the  destroyer 
sighting  some  wreck,  or  making  a  iepth  charge  attack  on  a  sunken  vessel. 

On  11  April  19^2  the  HERBERT,  steaming  on  patrol  off  Cape  Hatteras,  sighted 
a  burning  wreck  at  OIU5.  At  daylight  she  began  escorting  a  tanker  through 
the  area,  and  was  still  doing  so  when,  at  0730,  two  ships  on  the  horizon 
suddenly  exploded  and  took  fire,  apparently  torpedoed. 

At  O803  two  lifeboats  and  a  raft  with  a  man  on  it  were  sighted,  and  two 
minutes  later  a  second  man  was  seen  in  the  water.  Both  survivors  from  the 
torpedoed  tanker  HARRY  F.  SINCLAIR,  were  taken  on  board  and  later  transferred 
to  the  HMS  HERTFORDSHIRE,  who  rescued  the  rest  of  the  survivors.  The  rest  of 
the  day  passed  "without  incident." 

The  old  ship  was  escorting  a  27-ship  convoy  to  Key  West  on  18  May  wheh, 
at  2230,  a  small  object  identified  as  a  submarine  running  on  the  surface  was 
sighted.  The  HERBERT,  3000  yards  away,  turned  to  give  chase.  When  she  reached 
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Like  many  another  old  salt,  the  World  War  I  four-stack  destroyer  USS 
BLAKELEY  came  hack  to  duty  until  new  construction  could  fill  the  hreach  after 
Pearl  Harbor.  Like  many  others,  she  proved  to  be  as  tough  or  tougher  than  any 
ship  fresh  off  the  ways.  In  19U2  a  German  torpedo  blew  off  more  than  60  feet 
of  her  bow,  but  the  ship  was  soon  back  at  sea,  carrying  out  her  duties. 

The  first  ship  to  be  named  .'BLAKELEY  for  Captain  Johnston  Blakeley  was 
a  torpedo  boat  of  196  tons,  launched  on  23  November  1900  by  the  George  Lawley 
and  Son  Corporation  at  Boston,  Massachusetts.  Miss  Nellie  White,  a  relative 
of  the  Honorable  John  D.  Long,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  acted  as  her  sponsor. 
Mrs.  Charles  A.  Blakeley,  whose  husband  was  a  great-great  nephew  of  the  late 
Captain  Blakeley,  christened  the  second  USS  BLAKELEY  18  years  later. 

The  torpedo  boat  was  redesignated  Coast  Torpedo  Boat  #  13  in  I918. 
Stricken  from  the  Navy  list  in  May  1919,  she  was  sold  on  10  March  1920. 

Second  ship  to  bear  the  name,  the  DD  150  was  built  by  William  Cramp 
&  Sons,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  Her  keel  was  laid  on  26  March  191b1  and 
she  was  launched  on  19  September  of  the  same  year.  Placed  in  commission  on 
8  May  1919,  she  was  first  commanded  by  Commander  Wilson  Brown,  Jr. 

Captain  Johnston  Blakeley,  USN,  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1781  and  ap- 
pointed midshipman  in  the  United  States  Navy  in  l800.  While  commanding  the 
USS  ENTERPRISE  in  1813,  he  captured  the  privateer  FLY.  In  the  l8-gun  WASP 
during  the  following  year,  he  captured  the  HBMS  REINDEER,  18  guns,  after  a 
severe  fight  of  19  minutes.  For  this  victory,  Captain  Blakeley  received  the 
thanks  of  Congress  and  a  gold  medal.  On  1  September  l8lU  the  WASP  defeated 
and  received  the  surrender  of  the  HBMS  AVON,  but  was  unable  to  take  possession 
of  her  prize  owing  to  the  appearance  of  a  superior  British  force,  two  ships 
of  18  and  20  guns,  who  arrived  in  time  to  save  the  AVON'S  crew  before  she  sank. 
On  21  September  the  .WASP  took  as  a  prize  the  British  dispatch  brig  ATALANTA 
8  guns,  and  sent  her  bak  to  a  United  States  port.  The  brig  reacfted  Savannah  on 
k   November  l8l4,  bringing  the  last  direct  word  from  the  WASP.  The  Swedish 
brig  ADONIS  reported  that  the  WASP  spoke  and  boarded  her  on  9  October  l8l^ 
while  standing  for  the  Spanish  Main,  but  no  further  word  was  ever  received  con- 
cerning the  ship. 

The  BLAKELEY  (DD  150)  operated  in  the  Atlantic  until  1922,  when  she  was 
placed  out  of  commission  at  the  Philadelphia  Navy  Yard.  She  then  operated 
with  the  Scouting  Fleet  from  1932  until  1937  and  spent  two  more  years  in  Red 
Lead  Row  until  the  need  for  destroyers  for  the  neutrality  patrol  brought  her  back 
into  action  on  l6  October  1939- 

Lieutenant  Commander  Ernest  von  Kleeck,  Jr.,  USN,  was  in  command  of 
the  ship  in  December  19^1.  Attached  to  Destroyer  Squadron  33,  she  was  on  con- 
voy and  anti-submarine  duty  in  the  Caribbean  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  at  the 
beginning  of  World  War  II. 
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As  the  war  clouds  broke  over  Pearl  Harbor  and  death  rained  from  the 
skies  upon  that  great  naval  base  and  other  military  installations  on  the  is- 
land of  Oahu,  the  USS  WAINWRIGHT  (DD  U19)  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Commander 
T.L.  Lewis }  USN,  was  steaming  in  the  Atlantic  as  a  unit  of  Destroyer  Squadron 
EIGHT.  This  veteran  destroyer,  which  was  later  to  be  used  as  a  target  ship 
in  the  Atomic  Bomb  Test,  "Operation  Crossroads"  at  Bikini,  earned  seven  battle 
stars  on  the  European  African  Middle  Eastern  Service  Medal . 

Construction  started  on  the  WAINWRIGHT  (DD  U19)  on  7  June  193&  when, 
her  keel  was  laid  at  the  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  Virginia.  Launched  on  1  June 
1939,  she  was  the  second  vessel  to  bear  the  name,  WAINWRIGHT. 

The  first  vessel  so  named  was.  torpedo  boat  destroyer,  No. 62  launched 
on  12  June  1915,by  the  New  York  Shipbuilding  Company,  Camden,  New  Jersey.  Miss 
Evelyn  Wainwright  Turpin,  great  granddaughter  of  Commander  Richard  Wainwright 
served  as  her  sponsor.  She  was  commissioned  on  12  May  1916  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  F.  H.  Poteet  with  the  following:  length  310  feet,  bean  29  feet  11 
inches,  displacement  1,150  tons,  speed  29-7  knots  and  complement  of  6  officers 
and  120  men.  After  routine  shakedown  and  training  cruises,  she  operated  in  the 
Atlantic  during  World  War  I  receiving  the  Victory  medal  for  that  war  for  the 
period  k   May  1917  to  11  November  1918.  She  returned  to  routine  duty  out  of 
Boston,  under  various  commanding  officers  until  decommissioned  in  June  1922  at 
Philadelphia.  She  was  scrapped  and  sold  in  193^- 

The  first  WAINWRIGHT  was  named  for  Commander  Jonathan  Mayhew 
Wainwright,  his  sons,  Ensign  Jonathan  Mayhew  Wainwright,  Jr.,  and  Commander 
Richard  Wainwright. 

Commander  Jonathan  Mayhew  Wainwright  was  born  in  New  York  City 
July  27,  1821.  Midshipman,  June  30,  1837-  During  the  Civil  War,  he  commanded 
the  U.S.S.  HARRIET  LANE,  Admiral  Porter's  flagship,  in  an  engagement  with 
Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip;  took  part  in  operations  below  Vicksburg;  and  was 
killed  in  an  attack  upon  Confederate  forts  in  Galveston  Harbor,  January  1, 
1863.  He  was  buried  with  the  honors  of  War,  January  2,  1863  in  a  cemetery  at 
Galveston,  Texas. 

Ensign  Jonathan  Mayhew  Wainwright,  Jr.,  son  of  the  preceding;,  was 
born  in  New  York  City  January  29,  l8M?;  graduated  from  the  U.S.  Naval  Academy 
in  1867;  promoted  to  Master  March  21,  I87O;  attached  to  the  USS  MOHICAN,  Pacific 
Squadron;  wounded  while  in  command  of  a  boat  expedition  against  the  piratical 
steamer  FORWARD,  lying  in  a  lagoon  at  San  Bias,  Mexico.  He  died  on  the 
MOHTCAN  from  the  effects  of  wounds  on  June  19.  Io70. 

Commander  Richard  Wainwright,  U.S.  Navy,  was  born  in  Charlestown, 
Massachusetts  in  1817  and  died  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  August  10,  1862. 
Midshipman,  May  11,  I83I;  Lieutenant  September  b,  l8Ul,  commander  April  2k.   I86l. 
He  served  in  the  Coast  Survey  and  on  Home  Station  from  lb^l-1857.  He  cruised 
in  the  U.S.S.  MERRIMACK,  special  service  1857-60.  In  l86l  he  was  ordered  to 
command  the  U.S.S.  HARTFORD,  Admiral  Farragut's  flagship,  West  Gulf  Blockading 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  LEA  (DD  118)  7* 

The  USS  LEA  was  one  of  the  old  four -pipers  on  convoy  duty  and  neutrality 
patrol  in  the  Worth  Atlantic  when  World  War  II  enveloped  the  United  States.- 
Already  a  veteran  of  the  occupation  of  Iceland,  she  went  on  to  earn  a  Presiden- 
tial Unit  Citation  for  action  with  the  USS  BOGUE  on   anti-submarine 7dtity. 

Named  for  a  Naval  hero  of  the  Civil  War,  the  ship  was  constructed  by 
William  Cramp-  &  Sons,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  Her  keel  was  laid  on  lb 
September  1917  and  she  was  launched  on  29  April  19 18.  Mrs.  Harry  Ellis  Collins, 
wife  of  Commander  H.  E.  Collins,  USN,  acted  as  sponsor.  The  LEA  was  placed 
in  commission  on  2  October  1918  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Commander  W.  A. 
Lee,  in  Destroyer  Division  lk. 

The  ship  was  named  in  honor  of  Commander  Edward  Lea,  USN,  who  was  born 
in  I837  and  appointed  a  midshipman  in  18 51-.  When  the  North  and  South  locked 
in  the  Civil  War,  Lea's  family  was  split  by  the  issue.  Commander  Lea,  then  on 
China  Station,  chose  to  remain  with  the  Union.  His  father  became  an  officer 
in  the  Confederate  Army.  Commander  Lea  was  serving  on  board  the  USS  HARRIET 
LANE  when  that  vessel  was  captured  by  the  Confederates  at  Galveston,  Texas. 
His  father,  serving  with  the  rebel  forces  there,  hurried  on  board  the  HARRIET 
LANE  as  soon  as  he  learned  of  her  capture,  only  to  find  his  son  dying.  Com- 
mander Lea  was  buried  with  appropiate  military  honors,  together  with  his 
captain,  in  the  Episcopal  cemetery  at  Galveston.  His  father  performed  the 
burial  service . 

The  USS  LEA  qualified  for  the  World  War  I  Victory  Medal,  for  the  period 
6  October  to  6  November  1918.  During  the  years  of  peace  she  performed  routine 
duties  under  various  commanding  officers,  spending  some  time  out  of  commission. 
On  1*+  September  1939  >  however,  she  was  taken  out  of  San  Diego's  Red  Lead  Row 
to  take  up  neutrality  patrol.  Lieutenant  F.  W.  Slaven,  USN,  was  in  command. 

In  mid-July,  19^1,  the  U.S.  Marines  were  ordered  to  relieve  the  British 
garrison  in  Iceland,  in  order  to  protect  against  any  German  thrust  in  that 
direction.  Accordingly,  on  7  July  19U1  Task  Force  19  sailed  into  the  harbor 
at  Reykjavik,  with  the  LEA  in  the  screen.  Lieutenant  Commander  Clarence 
Broussard,  USN,  had  command. 

War  for  the  LEA  was  merely  a  continuation  of  her  "peacetime"  routine, 
with  convoy  after  convoy  to  be  guided  across  the  stormy,  treacherous  North 
Atlantis.  During  one  of  her  early  wartime  convoys  she  performed  the  first  of 
many  such  rescues  at  sea  when  the  Russian  merchantman  DVINOLES  was  abandoned 
by  her  crew  after  being  damaged  in  a  collision  with  another  ship  of  the  convoy. 
After  taking  the  crew  on  board,  together  with  nine  passengers  from  the 
torpedoed  SS  KALKTOZKEC,  the  LEA  sent  a  boarding  party  to  inspect  the  ship 
and  to  remove  secret  documents.  The  vessel  was  eventually  salvaged,  and  the 
crew  was  landed  the  next  day,  k   February  19^2,  at  St.  Johns,  Newfoundland. 

The  destroyer  earned  her  first  battle  star  for  duty  with  convoy  ON  67. 
The  ocean  escorts  NICHOLSON,  EDISON,  LEA  and  BERNADOU,  joined  the  convoy  of 
35  ships  south  of  Iceland  on  19  February. 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  HANSON  (DDR  832) (EX  DD  832) 

Commissioned  just  a  few  months  before  the  end  of  the  war,  the  USS  HANSON 
(DD  832)  went  on  to  become  part  of  the  occupation  forces  in  Japan  after  the 
end  of  hostilities,  and  later  took  part  in  the  Korean  conflict,  earning  three 
engagement  stars  on  the  Korean  Service  medal. 

The  HANSON  (DD  832)  was  built  by  Bath  Iron  Works  Corporation,  Bath,  Maine. 
Her  keel  was  laid  on  7  October  I9W  and  she  was  launched  on  11  March  19^5- 
Sponsored, by  Mrs.  Harry  A.  Hanson,  mother  of  the  ship's  namesake.  The  DD  832 
was  named  for  1st  Lieutenant  Robert  Murray  Hanson,  USMCR,  born  k   February  1920 
at  Lucknow,  India,  the  son  of  Methodist  Missionaries  serving  in  India.  As  a 
member  of  the  famed  Fighting  Corsair  Squadron,  ,  he  was  credited  with  shooting 
down  25  Japanese  planes,  twenty  in  six  consecutive  '  flying  days.  He  was  awarded 
«.he  Medal  of  Honor,  Air  Medal  and  the  Navy  Cross  for  his  outstanding  gallantry. 
He  was  lost  in  action  when  his  plane  crashed  into  the  sea  over  Rabaul,  New 
Britain  on  3  February  I9M+. 

The  ship  was  first  commissioned  on  11  May  19^5,  only  a  few  months  before 
the  end  of  World  War  II. 

Following  a  period  of  fitting  out,  the  ship  departed  Boston  Navy  Yard, 
on  31  May  under  the  command  of  Commander  J.  C.  Parham,  Jr.,  USN,  for 
Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba.  Here,  shakedown  training  was  conducted  until  28  June 
19^5-  After  returning  to  the  Boston  Navy  Yard  on  1  July  I9U5,  the  HANSON 
was  converted  to  a  picket  destroyer.  The  work  being  completed,  the  ship  was 
ready  for  sea  on  21  September  19^5. 

This  time  the  ship  departed  Boston  for  Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba  for  a 
refresher  training  period.  She  arrived  at  Guantanamo  Bay  on  2k   September  and 
departing  there  on  5  October  for  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

After  a  short  period  of  operations  wdth  a  carrier  group,  the  HANSON 
returned  to  the  Naval  Operating  Base,  Norfolk,  Virginia  on  23  October  where  she 
participated  in  ceremonies  incident  to  Navy  Day,  27  October  19^5.  On  7 
November  19^5  she  departed  from  Norfolk  in  company  with  Destroyer  Squadron 
EIGHT  for  the  Canal  Zone.  The  canal  was  tranisted  on  12  November  and  she  re- 
ported to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  Pacific  Fleet  for  duty  with  that  fleet. 

She  was  assigned  to  the  Occupation  forces  in  Japan  and  served  for  one 
year  in  support  of  these  occupation  forces  and  was  later  assigned  to  the 
Atlantic  Fleet. 

In  I9J+8  the  HANSON  -made  a  cruise  to  the  Mediterranean  for  a  period  of 
four  months,  visiting  many  of  the  ports  in  that  area  as  part  of  the  SIXTH  Task 
Fleet.  She  made  a  second  four  month  cruise  to  the  Mediterranean  in  19U9. 

With  the  outbreak  of  Korean  hostilities  she  returned  to  the  Pacific  and 
earned  three  engagement  stars  on  the  Korean  Service  Medal  for  the  following 
operations; 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  TREVER  (AG  110 )  (EX  DD  339,  DMS  l6) 

After  a  long  career  as  part  of  the  Destroyer  Force,  the  USS  TREVER  proved 
her  versatility  by  going  through  World  War  II  as  a  high  speed  destroyer  mine- 
sweeper. Serving  both  as  a  destroyer  and  as  a  minesweeper,  she  earned  five 
battle  stars  and  the  coveted  Navy  Unit  Commendation. 

The  TREVER  was  built  in  the  Mare  Island,  California,  Navy  Yard.   Her  keel 
was  laid  on  12  August  1919  and  she  was  launched  on  15  September  1920.  Mrs. 
Bess  McMillan  Trever,  widow  of  the  man  for  whom  the  ship  was  named,  christened 
her  as  Torpedo  Boat  Destroyer  339-  The  vessel  was  first  placed  in  commission 
on  3  August  1922,  under  Lieutenant  H.  E.  Snow,  USN. 

The  vessel  was  named  in  honor  of  Lieutenant  Commander  George  A.  Trever, 
USN,  who  was  born  at  Waupun,  Wisconsin,  on  11  June  1885  and  died  on  \h   October 
1918  from  injuries  received  in  an  explosion  on  the  submarine  USS  0-5,  which  he 
commanded,  while  engaged  in  preventive  measures  to  avert  the  explosion. 

The  TREVER  had  a  special  interest  in  rocking  the  Japanese  back  on  their 
heels,  for  she  was  present  during  the  treacherous  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor.  Mine 
Division  Four  was  moored  in  a  nest- off  Pearl  Harbor  on  that  black  Sunday.  The 
TREVER  was  on  the  northern  outboard  side  of  the  nest,  with  the  WASMUTH,  ZANE 
and  PERRY  tied  up  alongside.   The  crew,  all  but  four  of  whom  were  on  board, 
ran  to  General  Quarters  at  0757,  when  the  first  bombs  dropped  on  the  north  side 
of  Ford  Island.  Her  .50  caliber  machine  guns  began  firing  on  the  first  available 
target,  while  ammunition  parties,  working  in  complete  disregard  for  their  own  . 
safety,  belted  and  distributed  .50  caliber  ammunition  from  the  well  deck.  The 
first  enemy  plane  to  be  brought  down  in  the  vicinity  of  Pearl  City  crashed  just 
off  the  Yacht  Club,  after  having  been  fired  on  by  all  ships  in  the  '  nest  as  it 
strafed  personnel  on  the  Pearl  City  Dock.  The  second  plane  brought  down  dived 
on  the  nest  from  dead  ahead.   At  UOO  yards,  every  gun  in  the  nest  opened  fire, 
and  literally  blew  the  wings  off  the  attacker.  The  fuselage  passed  overhead, 
crashed,  and  burst  into  flames  near  Beckoning  Point. 

At  0840  the  Engineering  Department  reported  ready  for  sea,  and  as  soon 
as  the  channel  was  clear,  the  minesweeper  made  for  the  open  sea,  passing  the 
entrance  buoys  at  0955-  During  the  mad  scramble  to  clear  the  harbor,  many  ships 
were  forced  to  sortie  without  waiting  for  their  commanding  officers.   Such  was 
the  case  with  the  HENLEY.  Both  her  commanding  officer  and  the  executive  officer 
could  not  make  it  to  the  ship  in  time.  Coming  aboard  the  TREVER,  they  rode  her 
until  she  could  rendezvous  with  the  HENLEY. 

The  threat  of  submarine  attack  prevented  a  normal  passenger  transfer,  but 
the  destroyermen  proved  equal  to  the  situation.  The  HENLEY,  assuming  a  position 
ahead  of  the  TREVER,  trailed  a  life  raft  at  the  end  of  a  long  manila  line.  Her 
officers  jumped  into  the  raft  and  were  pulled  aboard  their  ship. 

Lieutenant  Commander  D.  M.  Agnew,  USN,  who  had  come  aboard  in  October  19^1, 
was  in  command  of  the  TREVER.  He  was  also  ashore  at  the  time  of  the  attack, 
and  the  Executive  Officer,  Lieuteant  B.  A.  Fuetsch,  USN,  fought  the  ship  through- 
out the  engagement.  Captain  Agnew,  who  went  aboard  the  WASMUTH,  returned  to  the 
TREVER  that  afternoon,  as  she  conducted  a  magnetic  mine  sweep  of  the  channel. 
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Designed  to  land  fully-equipped  assault  troops  on  enemy-held  beaches, 
while  defending  herself  against  possible  enemy  action,  the  attack  transport 
turned  out  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  vessels  of  World  War  II.  Until  the 
necessity  for  taking  island  after  island  against  bitter  opposition  arose, 
transports  had  been  simply  auxilaries,  but  now  they  fill  an  important  combatant 
role . 

The  attack  transport  USS  SUMTER  (APA  52),  was  built  for  the  Waterman 
Steamship  Company  as  the  SS  IBERVILLE  by  the  Gulf  Shipbuilding  Company, 
Chickasaw,  Alabama.  When  she  was  launched  Mrs.  J.  F.  McRae  acted  as  sponsor. 
Acquired  by  the  Navy,  as  the  AP  97  on  30  April  I9U3  she  was  taken  to  the 
Baltimore  Yards  of  the  Maryland  Dry  Dock  Company,  where  she  was  converted  to 
an  APA  (attack  transport).  When  she  was  placed  in  commission  on  1  September 
19^3,  Captain  A.  D.  Blackledge,  U3N,  assumed  command. 

The  transport  was  named  for  counties  in  the  States  of  Alabama,  Florida, 
Georgia  and  South  Carolina. 

After  picking  up  all  her  equipment,  complete  boat  group  with  31  landing 
craft  and  a,  beach  party  unit,  the  ship  spent  October  and  November  conducting 
training  exercises  before  she  sailed  for  the  Pacific. 

As  flagship  for  Commander,  Transport  Division  26,  and  Commander,  Task 
Unit  55.3.II,  SUMTER  began  embarking  her  first  assault  load,  carrying  the 
25th  Regimental  Combat  Team  6f  the  4th  Marines.  She  spent  most  of  December 
conducting  landing  drills  and  firing  exercises  off  San  Clemente,  California. 
On  11  December  19^3  Captain  T.  G.  Haff  took  command. 

In  early  January,  the  SUMTER  got  underway  with  Task  Force  53,  manned  by 
a  green  crew  who  were  soon  to  become  tested  veterans  of  the  Pacific  Island 
warfare,  holding  tactical  drills  and  constantly  training  for  combat  during 
the  cruise  to  Lahaina  Roads,  Territory  of  Hawaii.   Upon  arrival  the  ship 
fueled  and  left  the  next  day  for  Japanese  held  Marshall  Islands. 

Forming  an  approach  disposition  at  the  northern  part  of  Kwajalein  Atoll 
on  the  morning  of  31  January  19^,  the  SUMTER  lowered  its  landing  boats  in 
preparation  for  an  attack  on  the  foe  of  the  small  atolls.  Encountering  little 
resistance,  the  SUMTER 's  LCVP's  were  later  used  for  replacing  LVT's  in  an 
assault  landing  on  another  of  the  atolls.  Following  successful  attacks  and  un- 
loading of  troops  and  cargo,  the  ship  got  underway  with  Transport  Division 
TWENTY-SIX  for  Funafuti  in  the  Ellice  Islands. 

The  crew  relaxed  conducting  Neptunis  Rex  ceremonies  on  7  February  when 
the  ship  crossed  the  Equator  for  the  first  time. 

Leaving  Funafuti  in  the  middle  of  February,  the  SUMTER  moved  to  Noumea, 
New  Caledonia  before  proceeding  to  Guadalcanal  and  Tulagi,  thence  to  East 
Loch,  Pearl  Harbor  where  she  anchored  on  9  April  to  undergo  minor  repairs. 
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History  of  USS  FOMALHAUT  (AE-20)  (ex-AKA-5,  ex-AK-22) 

TSen  USS  FOMALHUAT  (AE-20 )  was  constructed  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Shipyard,  Inc.,  Beaumont,  Texas  and  was  commissioned  on  2  May  19*+2 
under  Commander  John  D.  Alvis,  USN.  She  operated  under  the  Chief  of 
Naval  Operations,  Naval  Transportation  Service. 

The  FOMALEAUTl'was  originally  scheduled  to  be  built  by  the 
Maritime  Commission  as  the  S.  S.  CAPE  LOOKOUT.  However,  on  6 
May  19^1  when  the  ship  was  68A$  completed  the  U.  S.  Navy  acquired  • 
and  converted  her  into  a  cargo  ship.  The  Navy  assigned  her  the 
name  FOMALHAUT  on  3  June  19^1.  This  is  the  first  ship  in  the  U.  S. 
Navy  to  be  named  FOMALHAUT,  one  of  the  stars  of  the  Southern  Fish 
Constellation. 

On  10  April  19^2  she  got  underway  with  Taskl- Force  38  for  Cristobal, 
C.  Z.  and  arrived  there  on  19  April  I9U2.  She  transited  the  Canal  that 
same  day  and  sailed  with  a  convoy  for  Tutuila,  Samoa,  arriving  in  May 
19^2.  On  22  July  19*+2  she  got  underway  with  Task  Force  62  to  take 
part  in  the  initial  assualt  landings  on  Guadalcanal  and  Tulagi- 
Gavatus  Islands.  She  arrived  there  on  7  August  19*4-2  and  immediately 
began  landing  operations  despite  enemy  air  attack.  The  FOMALHAUT  was 
anchored  so  that  she  was  able  to  witness  the  First  Battle  of  Savo.  She 
then  completed  7  more  missions  transporting  cargo  and  troops  in  the 
support  of  the  capture  and  defense  of  Guadalcanal.  These  operations 
incurred  frequent  air  and  submarine  attacks. 

Commander  Henry  C.  Flanagan,  USN  relieved  command  on  15  August  19I+2. 
During  the  period  from  December  19^2  until  July  19^3  she  made  33 
separate  and  major  cruises  carrying  varied  cargo  and  troops  in 
support  of  the  consolidation  of  the  Southern  Solomons.  Also  during 

this  period  --  February  19^3 her  designation  was  changed  to  AKA-5 

(attack  cargo  ship) . 

On  19  July  19^3 >   Commander  Paul  F.  Weaver,  USN  relieved  Captain 
H.  C.  Flanagan,  USN.  On  7  January  l^kk   she  got  underway  as  unit  of 
Task  Force  32  for  Cape  Torokina  area,  Bougainville  Island,  British 
Solomons,  where  she  embarked  troops  and  equipment  and  underwent 
intensive  amphibious  training. 

CDR  Carter  A.  Printup,  USN  relieved  command  on  6  March  19^  and 
the  FOMALHAUT  got  underway  as  unit  of  Task  Force  3^  for  Pearl  Harbor, 
T.  H.  There  she  carried  out  training  operations  with  troops  who  later 
participated  in  the  support  of  assualt  landings  on  Japanese  held 
Saipan  Islands. 

Under  attack  by  enemy  aircraft,  submarine  and  shored  based 
artillery  the  FOMALEAUE  carried  out  unloading  operations  in  the  area 
off  Charan  Kanoa  Beach,  Saipan  on  16  June  19i+J+-  After  leaving  her 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  USS  GEORGE  E.  DAVIS  (DE-357) 

The  USS  GEORGE  E.  DAVIS  (DE-357)  was  named  for  the 
Lieutenant,  USN  of  that  name  who  was  Rilled  in  action  by  enemy 
aircraft  on  4  February  1942,  while  serving  aboard  the  USS 
HOUSTON  (OA-30).  At  the  time  he  was  in.  command  of  the  after 
8"  turret.  He  was  born  5  December  1913  In  Martin,  Penna.  and 
graduated  in  Naval  Academy  Class  of  1935* 

The  USS  GEORGE  E.  DAVIS  was  launched  8  April  1944  at  the 
Consolidated  Steel  Corporation,  Orange,  Texas.  Mrs.  Jane  HIne 
Davis,  widow  of  the  ship's  namesake,  acted  as  sponsor.  The 
ship  was  commissioned  11  August  1944  under  LCDR  Frederick  L. 
Lincoln,  USNR. 

Her  shakedown  cruise  was  conducted  in  Bermuda  waters  from 
3  September  -  2  October  1944.  Following  post -shakedown  avail - 
ibility  at  Boston,  she  sailed  from  Norfolk  on   21  October  with 
the  remainder  of  CortDiv  82.  Proceeding  via  the  Canal  Zone, 
Galapagos  Islands,  Bora  Bora,  and  Espiritu  Santo,  she  arrived  at 
Hollandla  on  28  November  1944  and  reported  to  Commander  7th 
Amphibious  Force  for  duty. 

On.  7  December  she  departed  Hollandia  as  escort  for  ac 
convoy  to  Leyte .  Upon  arrival  on  the  13th  she  reported  to 
Commander  Philippine  Sea  Frontier  for  duty.  From  this  time  until 
her  departure  from  the  Pacific  area  in  1946  she  operated  under 
this  command  conducting  anti-submarine  sweeps  in  assigned  areas 
and  running  as  escort  for  oonvoys  to  Hollandla,  Manus,  Subic,  etc. 
While  enroute  to  Hollandia  on  1  January  1945  she  assisted  2  other 
escorts  In  splashing  a  "Kate"  which  unsuccessfully  attacked  one-  of 
the  merchant  ships  in  the  convoy.  Several  unsuccessful  attacks   , 
were  carried  out  on  sonar  contacts  during  this  time. 

During  her  World  War  II  career,  GEORGE  E.  DAVIS  steamed 
a  total  of  98,330  miles.  USS  GEORGE  E.  DAVIS  (DE-357)  vas 
inactivated  at  San  Diego,  California,  on  27  December  1946  and 
placed  out  of  commission,  in  reserve,  attached  to  the  U.  S. 
Pacific  Reserve  Fleet.  In  June  1954  she  was  berthed  in  Florida 
at  Green.  Cove  Springs . 

■  In  addition  to  earning  the  Philippine  Liberation  Medal, 
USS  GEORGE  E.  DAVIS  was  awarded  the  Navy  Occupation.  Service  Medal, 
Asiatic-Pacific,  for  her  activities  in  occupied  Japanese  waters 
during  the  periods  of  2  -  7  September  1945;  20  -  25  September 
1945 j  and  26  January  to  21  February  1946.  She  also  earned  the 
China  Service  Medal  for  the  periods  of  3  -11  December  1945  and 
19  February  to  l6  April  1946. 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  HAMPTON  (A?A  115) 

«•*  Tn-n-m  the  USS  HAMPTON  , 
Scheduled  to  he  used  in  the  intended  «n  ^  ^he  ■  ^ 

(APA  1X5)  was  spared  an  "^^^S^LS  in  the  returning  of 

ssssrst*  sr^sss.'s^rss  s* *****  »  —  "*■ 

However,  *.  -H***-  ^^^^  ^ST* 
SsrSLnLT/thelirA^iSr^SivisiL  on  the  heaches  near  Acpcrt, 

Japan,  for  occupation  duty. 

^  -Wi*  -in  the  U.S.  Navy  to  he  named  for 
The  attac*  transport  is  the  second  ship  rn  *H    JJ^  ^ 
the  county  in  South  Carolina   First  in  the.  ™y  ^      ^  ^  npTH 

USS  HAMPTON  (S.P.  3*9),  •  cS"t?re*^°g!fS|  vessel  was  commissioned  on  21 
S  ?9l8rand  Sturned0todhe°rroLrs  on  13  *■*  1919  having  been  awarded 
the  World  War  I  Victory  Medal. 

The  second  USS  HAMPTON  (APA  115)  was built  ^/^^^coSsion. 
Corporation,,  Pascagoula,  Mississippi,  as  Mt_ nuax  n  had 

She  was  launched  on  25  August  19^  and  on  17  February  J^   %  charter  baSiS. 
been  completed  she  was  taken  over  by  «^f; gander  William  H.  Ferguson, 
Commissioned  the  same  day  under  the  «J»J™  Orleans,  Louisiana,  for  refitting 
USN,  the  HAMPTON  sailed  2lr-hours  later  for  f"  ™Jn'cruise. 
and  them  proceeded  to  Galveston,  Texas,  on  a  shakedown  cr 

The  HAMPTON  was  assigned  to  the  ^g^S^^^Sdf  as  a'traln- 
and  on  20  March  19^5  hegan  operating  our  of J^SjiTSLSTS  transferred 
ing  ship  for  pre-commissioning  crews.  «er  operational  Virginia,  to 

to  the  Pacific  Fleet  on  7  May  and  the  ^™  sailed  i  cor       ,  Islands. 
embark  cargo  and  1500  SeaBees  for  transportation  to  the  Hawaii 

m  mv  n,  1Q  Mav  the  HAMPTON  transited  the  Panama  Canal 
Departing  from  Norfolk  on  19  ^..™*,5t£r«i«h  the  anti-submarine  nets 
six  days  later  and  on  the  9th  of  June  steamed  th gjg  «^  June  ->3rd;  when, 
at  the  entrance  to  Pearl  Harbor.  She  ^^^^^OOfe  on  board  1018 
after  discharging  her  original  cargo  and  P^sengers  she  £       ^  ^^ 
officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  3^th  Naval  Construction 
to  Guam. 

c    t  t  ,  -lak^  th,  nissensers  were  disembarked  and 
Upon  arrival  at  Guam  on  6  July  W_W»  *^h   Passing  under  the  Golden 
£JK  SRST.SrWSSa  »"nf  StoThe  Mare  island  »aval  Shipyard 
for  a  two-week  overhaul. 

All  alterations  and  repairs  were  completed  by  the  ^st^^^t, 
and  some  1700  Naval  personnel  were  embarked  ^r  passage  to  Samar  Island, 
Philippine  Islands.  Departing  from  £  *^~^4^t£t  hostilities 
HAMPTON'S  crew  and  passengers  were  notified  the  following  y 

with  Japan  had  ceased. 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  LSSL  3^  (ex-LCS(L)  3*0 
Although  she  had  been  designed  for  close  inshore  fire  support  for 

amphibious"  invasions,  the  USS  LCS(D  *  mm  Tf^l^n  Raaar ticket 
assignments  hy  downing  four  Japanese  suicide  planes  while  on  Radar  Picket 
duty  during  the  bloody  battle  for  Okinawa . 

In  lust  27  days,  the  Commercial  Iron  Works,  Portland,  Oregon,  had 
constructed  the  vessel  and  on  17  September  l9kk   the  LCS(D  3*  ^i*  dcwn  the 
ways.  She  was  accepted  by  the  U.S.  Navy  on  the  last  day  of  September  as 
Lieutenant  (junior  grade)  J.  Brad  Seely,  USNR,  read  his  orders  taking  command. 

Ten  days  later  the  six  officers  and  65  enlisted  men  got  the  LCS(L)  3^ 
underway  down  the  Wilamette  and  Columbia  Rivers  and  south  along  the  west 
coast  -to  San  Diego,  California  where  she  arrived  on  14  October  I9M.  ^ 
LCS(L)  3^  was  assigned  to  LCS(L)  Division  13  of  Grou?  .  Seven,  LCS(L)  Flotilla 
Three. 

Shakedown  training  was  completed  by  7  November  and  the  LCS(L)  $  along 
with  five  sister  ships  departed  for  Pearl  Harbor  arriving  there  ten  days  later. 

Liberty  calls  were  few  as  the  LCS(L)  3^  participated  in  every  amphibious 
training  maneuver  held.  Finally,  her  crew  was  adjudged  fully  ready  for  combat 
and  on  22  January  19^5  she  departed  from  the  Hawaiian  Islands  with  Task  Unit 
51.13.U.  Stopping  at  Eniwetok  on  February  3rd,  the  Task  Unit  continued  on  to 
Saipan  arriving  there  six  days  later. 

For  two  days  following  her  arrival  the  LCS(L)  3^  participated  in  the 
full  dress  amphibious  invasion  held  off  Tinian  Island.   Departing  from  Saxpan 
on  15  February  I9U5  the  LCS(L)  3*+  arrived  off  the  invasion  beaches  of  Iwo  Jima 
four  days  3.ater  and  immediately  she  moved  in  close  to  the  shore  providing 
rocket  and  gunfire  support  to  the  advancing  Marine  infantry.  However,  the 
following  day  she  was  assigned  to  salvage  and  rescue  duty  and  remained  in  the 
invasion  anchorage. 

LCS(L)  3U  along  with  LCS(L)  Division  Thirteen  departed  from  the  combat 
area  on  February  26th  and  sailed  for  Saipan  arriving  on  2  March  only  to  leave 
the  following  day  for  San  Tedro  Bay,  Leyte,  Philippine  Islands. 

From  9-2U  March,  the  LCS(L)  3^ '  s  crew  made  minor  repairs  on  the  ship  and 
then  at  1210  on  25  March  19^5  she  got  underway  with  Task  Force  SI  bouad  for 
the  invasion  of  Okinawa. 

As  soon  as  the  big  naval  guns  had  lifted  their  barrage  from  Purple  One 
Beach  on  1  April  19^5,  the  LCVP's  carrying  the  10th  U.S.  Army  Corps  moved  in. 
The  LCS(L)  3*+  accompained  the  small  craft  until  they  were  a  short  distance  ir 
the  shore  and  then  she  -swerved  and  her  guns  started  raking  possible  areas  of 
resistance. 
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mrsascz  of  uss  lcsl  33  (os:-lcs(l)  33) 


Doidgaod  to  provide  matea*   inshore  fire  support  for  invasion  forces  as  veil 
is  concentrated  mti-oircraft  fire  "hen  at  sea  v:a"  the  US  LCS(L)  38  — »-- - 

one  of  the  hundreds  of  srar.ll  vessels  to  aid  in  the  conquest  of  the  island  of 
Okinawa  in  "Torid  r'ar  II. 

Ht  !c  el  pl-tos  ••ore  laid  on  11  Septenbor  1944  ^.nd  on  the  1st  of  October  she 
movo'd  dovn  the  creased  nays  into  the  'Jilamotte  Paver.  She  v;as  constructed  by 
the  Commercial  Iron  TTorlcs,  Portland,  Oregon,  "ho  built  50  of  her  sister  ships. 

SIS  Jack  C.  Smith,  USSR,   road  bis  orders  placing  him  in  conrund  of  the  vessel 
on  13  October  1944  and  nin^  daTS  liter  sh-j  \ns   under. "ay  for  San  Diego,  uh^ro 
she  arrived  on  the  27th  of  October. 

Shakodcnm  training  continued  for  LCC(L)  33  until  15  Hoveraber  :±on   she  aus 
given  a  tender  availability.  JLong  v.ith  33  other  LCr(L)«s,  sho  departed 
from  the  United  Statjs  on  the  first  day  in  December  and  arrived  at  Pearl  Harbor 
ten  de.ys  later.  From  then  until  25  January  1945,  the  LCS(L)  33  particip  -.ted 
in  invasion  maneuver  in  the  Havaiian  Islands. 

Leaving  Po  irl  Harbor  on  3  February  she  convoyed  3$   LOT's  vrhich  -.-orj  moving 

to  the  for.'ard  invasion  aroa.   The  convoy  stoapod  at  Johnston  Islands, 

Ll.ijuro  /.toll  and  Snivetok  before  arriving  at  Ulithi  in  the  Caroline  Islands  on 

o  Itarch  1945.  The  L"J?(LJ  33  dep  .rted  the  following  day  for  San  Pedro  Bar, 

Loyte,  Philipoinc  Islands  -.bore  she  arrived  on  the  11th  of  larch  and  immediately 

began  participating  in  the  rehearsals  for  the  invasion  of  Okinava. 

The  mass  of  invasion  ships  dep  rt  d  from  Loyte  on  25  .'larch  1945  and  on   the 
first  day  in  ..pril  the  assualt  on  the  island  of  Okinawa  began. 

The  LCS(L)  33  arrived  off  "Bro^n  Beach"  shortly  after  the  first  a-aves  of 
assualt  craft  had  hit  the  shore.  For  tv;o  hours  the  LCS(L)  moved  slowly  up 

and  dot/n  the  shoreline— usually  not  :aoro  than  900  yards  from  the  front  li--js 

firing  shells  at  Japanese  pockets  of  resistance  '."ho  opposed  the  10th  U.  S. 
.'jrmy  Corps,  ".kilo  Maneuvering  the  vessel  hit  a  hidden  coral  rjcf  and  damaged 
her  scrc".:s. 

That  night  the  LC'(b)  33  -'ont  i-*o  a  floating  dry  dock,  had  her  screws  ■ 
repaired  and  the  follo-..ing  day  a&s'baak  in  the  thiols  of  action.  The  Kamikaze 
suicide  planes  nor  ..ere  beginning  to  appear,  and  the  LCo(L)  33 's  six  40" M 
and  two  20.-1  guns  :x/ro   constantly  in  action.  Howovor,  one  Japanese  plane 
made  it  through  the  umbrella  of  anti-aircraft  fire  and  hit  the  USS  L'T  447 
-.;hich  soon  sunk.  The  LCS(L)  33  picked  up  29  survivors  as  the  ship's  guns 
coordinated  with  t  oso  of  ships  nearby,  destroyed  an  enemy  plane. 
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Designed  primarily  to  support  amphibious  landings,  the  USS  L-e-1i  o2  proved 
her  mettle  as  an  anti-aircraft  support  ship  while  on  picket  duty  off  Okinawa 
in  the  closing  stages  of  lorld  T7ar  II  in  the  Pacific. 

A  rush-order  type  of  vessel,  the  LCS(L)  type  never  tool:  more  than  a  laonth  to 
build  and  during  their  brief  appearance  in  combat  adroitly  carried  out  each 
mission. 

The  LCS(L)  62  was  constructed  at  the  Albina  Engine  &   Machine  Works,  Inc., 
Portland,  Oregon.  Her  keel  was  laid  on  22  September  1944  nnd  31  days  later  she 
slid  doam  the  wa/s.  Connissione^U'-on  4  December  1944>  the  LCS(L)  62  under  command 
of  LT  Everett  F.  Greenleaf,  USi'R,  headed  south  for  San  Diego,  California,  for 
shakedown  training  With  the  Amphibious  Command. 

Originally  the  type  was  classified  as  LCSL  (3)  or  Landing  Craft,  Support 
(Large)  (M,   III)".  The  62  was  integrated  into  LCS  (l)  Flotilla  Four  LCS  (L) 
Group  Eleven.  The  Flotilla  was  organized  on  3  December  1944  at  Solomons, 
Maryland,  under  GBR  Neill  Ph  .Hip-,  USP. 

Following  shakedown  training,  the  LCS  (L)  62  departed  from,  San  Jiego  with  four 
'  sister  type  ships  on  8  February  1945  and  following  reprovisioning  and  the 
topping  off  of  fuel  tanks  in  Pearl  Harbor,  proceeded  on  to  Eniwetok  and  Saipan 
for  the  pending  invasion  of  Okinawa. 

Arriving  off  the  invasion  beaches  on   D-Da;r,  1  April  1945,  the  62  provided 
gunfire  support  as  the  landing  craft  ait  the  beaches;   Then  the  62  moved  in 
closer  to  the  shoreline  to  shell  targets  of  opportunity.   In  addition,  the 
damage  control  party  from  the  62  aided  in  firefighting  and  salvage  operations 
aboard  the  numerous  small  craft  which  were  damaged  in  the  invasion. 

LC£(T,)  Fin'FlU?.  vas  design  ted  as  Radar  Packet  Support  Graft  Uhit  and  the  LCS(J.)'S 
ope.w.ted  on.  picket  ptitiunr:  with  destroyers  to  aid  in  the  anti-aircraft  defence 
of  the  larger  ships.  For  10  days  the  L3S(T,)'s  remained  on  station  and  then 
returned  to  Hagushi  Anchorage,  Okinawa,  for  reprovisionang  and  rearming.  T;Thile 
on  station  two  on  3  April,  the  LCS(L)  62  shot  down  a  Japanese  bortber  and  aided 
in  the  destruction  of  fire  other  enemy  plues. 

Departing  from  Hagushi  Anchorage  on  1  June  1945,  the  LCr(T.)  32  along  .?.th 
LC(F7)  786  and  five  other  LCS(L)'s  proceeded  to  Nakagusuka  "an  to  act  as  patrol 
craft  and  to  protect  the  larger  ships  in  the  anchorage  from  suicide  boat  and 
swimmer  attacks. 

Four  days  after  taking  up  her  new  duty,  the  LCS(L)  62  while  on  right  patrol  dis- 
covered a  small  boat  containing  sx;c  Japanese  swimmers  who  were  trying  to  in- 
filtrate the  anchorage.  The  62  rammed  the  craft  and  fired  on  the  swimmers  Exiling 
all  six.  On  14.  Jaino  she  made  a  close  inshore  patrol  firing  her  20 '•  \   and  40  ' 
guns  at  possible  hiding  places  of  Japanese  suicide  swimmers. 
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Launched  axaotly  one  no  :th  froa  th .  day  h  ,r  keel  r^ts  laid,  the  U>T  LCc(l)  63 
received  lie:.-  baptisa  of  fire  during  tb.j  sanguinary  invasion  of  Okinawa. 

Built  at  the  ilbina  3r.a  .no  '.  .Iichina  "orks,  Inc.,  Portland,  Oregon,  the 
LC  (L)  S31  a  kool  plttos  ore  laid  on  2  October  1^44  and  on  the  2nd  of 
Novcnber  she  slid  down  the  "..'ays  into  the  Columbia  River.  LT  "'alliain  3. 
Ffau,  UT7:R,  road  his  ore!  .rs  talcing  comand  of  the  ship  on  11  December  1944 
and  immediately  her  comnirsion  pennant  was  hoisted. 

The  following  day  LT  Pfau  novjd  th.„  vessel  from  the  docks,  dov.11  tho  Columbia 
River  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  then  ho  laid  a  course  south  to  San  Diego,  Calif, 
where  the  LC£(L)  underwent  "hakedown  training.  She  "Sas  then  assigned  to  LCo(L) 
Group  Eleven  of  LCo-(L)  Flotilla  Four. 

T?hon  the  eight  officer  and  70  enlisted  aoa  of  the  support  craft's  crew  woro 
battle-ready,  the  LCo(L)  63  sailod  for  Pearl  Harbor  on  11  February  1945  and 
then  to  Johnston  Island  and  Eniwotok  before  finally  arriving  at  Saipon  where 
she  participated  in  all  practive  exercises  for  the  pending  invasion  of  Okina"a. 

However,  v;han  the  invasion  fleet  departed,  LpS(L)  63  remained  behind  since 
she  had  been  assigned  t:>  the  Reserve  Force. 

The  Karaikazi  suicide  plane  attack  developed  into  a  nightmare  along  the  picket 
station-  off  Okinawa,  and  the  :.lcs  rve  Forco  was  immediately  called  up.  The 
L3.C(L)  63  arrived  off  the  island  on  IS  April  1945  md  iinaqdiatoiy  i/as  assigned 
to  patrol  tho  entrance  to  Ualcaguska  T7an  to  protect  the  anchored  ships  from 
suicide  boat  attacks  and  dive-bombing  Japm.se  planes.  The  LCS(L)  63  destroy- 
ed throe  bo  >ts  and  one  one  y  plane  during  her  patrols  and  then  was  assigned 
to  Radar  Pickot  dutv. 

On  10  July  1945  tho  LCr:(L)  S3  dop  rted  from  Okinawa  with  TU  99.1.28  for 
Tacloban,  L.ryto,  Philippine)  Islands  and  arrived  there  four  days  later.  The 
ship's  crew  onj oy„d  various  periods  of  recreation  between  the  frequent  vnti- 
aircraft  diring  1  .nding  sup  ort  exorcises. 

Following  the  capital  tion  of  Japan  to  the  -'Hie'-.,  the  LC»'(T»)  63  was  ordered 
to  Tokyo  Bay  for  occupation  duty  along  1th  LCC(L)  Flotilla  Four.   Until 
3  D^comb.;r  1945  the  LC,r(L)  63  operator  mdar  Comaandwr  Flout  .ctivities, 
Yokosuka,  doing  picket,  dispatch  and  utility  craft  dutv-.  | 

Departing  from  Japan,  the  L0'(J,)  63  sail  jo  to  Poarl  Harbor  and  then  through 
the  Panama  Canal  b.,foro  proceedingto  Croon  Cove  "'prangs,  Florida,  whore  :  ho 
was  decomminrior od  in  a  ay  194e. 
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HISTORY  0?  USS  S-28  (SS  133) 

Cn  L   July  1943,  only  tv;o  weeks  after  LCDR  Jack  G.  Canpbell,  UN7,  too?: 
command  of  the  USS  S-28  (S3  133)  at  Pearl  Harbor,  the  21-year  old  submarine 
disappeared  in  the  depths  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  while  on  a  routine  training 
mission.  The  only  trace  of  the  submarine  was  a  slight  diesel  oil  slick 
discovered  two  days  after  the  disaster. 

She  was  built  by  the  1  jctric  Boat  Co.  at  the  Bethlehem  Shipbuilding 
Corp.,  Quincy,  Haas.  The  S-23's  keel  was  laid  on  IS  April  1919  and  she  war 
launched  on  20  September.  1922.  Her  sponsor  was  Mrs.  \illiam  R,  Jlonroe, 
wife  of  LCDR  VJilliam  R.  Oonme,  USN.  The  commission  pennant  was  hoisted  on 
board  the  S-28  on  13  December  1923. 

Shortly  after  entering  active  service,  the  £-28  was  transferred  to 
the  TJ.  f'.   Pacific  Eleet  where  she  remained  until  swallowed  up  by  the  sea  in 
1943. 

i 

After  the  commencement  of  hostilities  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  in  1941,  six 

S-boats  were  ordered  to  the  Aleutian  I  lands  to  prevent  the  Japanese  from 
expanding  their  invasion  oZ   the  Alaskan  Territory.  Operating  from  their  base 
at  Dutch  Harbor  and  ranging  from  Paramushiru  south  through  the  Japanese 
Kurile  Islands,  the  r-boats  prevented  supplies  from  reaching  the  Japanese 
garrisons  on  Kiska  and  Attu  Islands.  On  19  September  1942  the  S-28  was 
making  her  usual  patrol  and  spotted  the  XAT.'URA  NAAU  NO.  2,  a  converted  gun- 
boat. One  torpedo  was  all  that  '.as  needed  to  send  the  craft  to  the  bottom. 
This  was  the  last  Japanese  ship  sunk  in  the  Aleutian  area  by  U.S.  Nav\l 
warships  during  World  Nar  II, 

Since  submarine  developments  required  the  use  of  submarines  with 
longer  cruising  radius  and  fire-power,  the  S-boats  were  relegated  to  training 
duty.  The  S-28  was  ordered  to  Pearl  Harbor  to  operate  under  Commander, 
Destroyers  Pacific. 

LCDR  Campbell  took  eomaand  of  the  S-28  on  20  June  1944.  The  ship  had 
.iust  finished  a  normal  upkeep  period  ending  the  week  before  and  was  considered 
in  excellent  condition.  On  3  July  1944  the  S-28  had  submerged  for  operations 
with  the  UrCGC  RELI.iTCE.  The  following  day  the  S-28  again  operated  with  the 
RELIANCE  and  carried  out  sonar  exercises.  At  1730  the  S-28  commenced  a 
practice  torpedo  approach  similar  to  the  two  carried  out  the  previous  day. 
The  S-28  was  four  miles  away  when  the  day'. 9  concluding  exercise  began.  The 
RELIANCE  made  sonar  contact  with  the  S-28  at  a  range  of  1700  yards.  No  sooner 
had  the  range  decreased  to  1500  yards  than  the  bearing  began  drifting  aft  and 
contact  was  momentarily  lost.  Contact  wis  picked  up  at  a  distance  of  3,300 
yards  and  once  again  lost.  At  1820  the  RSLIAUCE  gaiaed  contact  with  the  S-23 
at  a  distance  of  4,700  yards  and  then  permanently  lost  her. 
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HISTORY  0?  ITS  R.-12  (SS  09) 

The  USS  T'-12  was  one  of  the  two  U.S.  Navy  submarines  lost  in  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  during  '.Vorld  war  II.  She  never  fired  a  torpedo  or  deck  gun 
in  actual  combat  and  came  to  her  tragic  end  while  on  a  routine  training 
mission. 

She  was  built  by  the  Electric  Boat  Co.,  Quincy,  "lass.,  being  launched 
on  15  August  1919.  •  Her  spon,.  sc   was  Miss  Helen  .'lack,  sister-in-law  of  CDR 
H.C.  Dinger,  USN,  Inspector  of  Machinery .at  the  Bethlehem  Shipbuilding  Corp., 
Quincy,  ila^s. 

Following  her  coioadssioning  on  23  September  1919,  the  R-12  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  U.S.  Pacific  Fleet  where  she  reported  in  1920. 

The  R- class  of  submarines  based  at  Pearl  Harbor  were  transferred  to  the 
East  Coast,  when  on  13  December  1930,  the  R-12  rath  19  of  her  sister  ships, 
the  USS  CXJJSN  (AS  S)  and  the  USS  CHS..1NK  (ASR  3)  left  Hawaii  for  the  U.S. 
It  took  the  R-12  59  days  to  complete  the  7,300  mile  voyage  to  her  new  home 
port  of  New  London,  Conn. 

Shortly  before  the  beginning  of  '.'or Id  Jar  II,  the  R-12  was  transferred 
from  New  London  to  Key  "'est,  Fla.,  and  LCDR  3.3.  "helby  took  command.  The 
R-12  was  being  used  as  a  training  ship  for  prospective  submariners  when  she 
met  her  fate. 

On  12  June  1943  the  R-12  put  out  from  Hey  "Test  for  a  normal  torpedo 
practice  approach.  Included  in  the  crew  on  the  disastrous  run  were  two 
Brazilian  Naval  Officers. 

Around  1220  at  Latitude  24°24.'30"  North  and  Longitude  8l°38'30"  Jest, 
the  R-12's  commanding  officer  was  in  the  act  of  turning  over  the  bridge  to 
the  Officer  of  the  Deck.  The  ship  was  rigged  for  diving  and  the  vents  were 
open.  As  LCDR  Shelby  was  preparing  to  go  below  the  collision  alarm  was 
sounded  and  the  word  was  passed  to  the  bridge  that  the  forward  battery 
compartment  was  flooding.  As  LCDR  Shelby  was  giving  the  orders  to  blow  the 
main  ballast  and  close  all  hatches,  the  sea  closed  over  the  conning  tower  and 
swept  the  commanding  officer,  the  00D  and  three  enlisted  men  away. 

The  R-12  sank  in  an  estimated  15  seconds  in  about  100  fathoms  of  water. 
Some  36  enlisted  Men  anc1  four  Officers  along  with  the  two  Brazilian  Officers 
were  lost  with  the  ship. 
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HISTORY  OF  US3  PICK.X'Y  (,1TA  222) 


Built  for  attack  transport  duty  in  th-.  closing  d-iya  of  7orld  ear  II,  it 
took  nearly  siii  years  of  poc.cotilac  ;jervico  and  the  United  Nations  action  in 
Korea  before  the  U-r5  FICK.;/..Y  (..?;.  222)  v/as  called  upon  to  participate  in  a 
real  amphibious  invasion. 

Originally  Fchedulcd  to  be  built  by  the  permanent^  iietals  Corp.,  Rich- 
mond, California,  \8   a  Liberty  cargo  ship,  the  PICKA.7_.Y  ./as  converted  into  a'h 
APR  by  the  Lhritir.ie  Commission  in  September  1944.  Official  title  to  the  ship 
passed  from  the  comnission  to  the  U.S.  Navy  on  14.  January  194-6.   She  was  named 
in  honor  of  Pickaway  County,  Ohio. 

Commissioned  under  the  command  of  CDK  H.L.  3ixby,  USH,  on  12  December 
1944,  the  PICKR.'LY  underwent  extensive  shipboard  drills  and  amphibious  oxercis  i 
at  Coronodo  Beach,  California,  completing  then  on'  3  February  1945.  Some  1500 
Army  troops  wore  embarked  at  Seattle,  Washington,  and  on  9  February  1945  the 
PICK..TJ..Y  left  the  United  States  for  the  first  time.   Upon  arriving"  at  Pearl 
Harbor  on  16  February  1945,  the  troops  wore  disembarked  and  the  PICK;.'.'.  Y 
headed  for  I  wo  Jima  to  evacuate  the  victorious  Marines  who  v;ere  mopping  up 
the  remnant  Japanese  forces. 

,  The  PICK,.J_'.Y  arrived  at  I  :o  Jima  on  14  r.hrch  1945  and  received  on  board 

the  24th  ■•iarime  Regiment.  The  PICKARAY  headed  for  Hawaii  on  20  itoch  1945  and 
arrived  once  again  at  Pearl  Harbor  on  5  .Vpril  1945. 

Intensive  preparations  v;cre  beginning  to  take  shape  for  the  invasion  of 
Japan,  and  large  scale  amphibious  maneuvers  uorc  held  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 
The  PICKA7AY  participated  in  ov^ry  one  of  the  exorcises  until  called  upon  to 
transport  some  personnel  to  Guam  on  4  May  1945. 

Ho  sooner  had  the  PICIL.  Y  arrived  at  Guam  on  17  T.lay  1945  than  h:r 
coripartments  wore  once  again  filled  \.ith  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines  -..ho 
wore  scheduled  to  be  returned  to  the  United  rtates.  The  PICK.U7MY  cased  out  of 
„pra  Harbor  on  22  Thy  1945  and  arrived  at  Sufi  Francisco  on  7  June  1945. 

Only  a  short  respite  from  h.jr  duties  was  allowed  the  FICKA'7.  Y,  tor   on  2 
July  1945  she  took  on  board  Navy  and  Coast  Guard  personnel  for  Noumea,  Row 
Caledonia,  and  left  Sin  Francisco. 

Follovdng  disembarking  of  personnel  in  Noumea  on  8   July  1945,  the  PICK- 
A7TAY  was  ordered  to  pick,  up  passengers  at  Rspiritu  Santo,  Russell  Island  and 
Guadalcanal.  The  transport  took  on  board  her  last  passengers  at  Guadalcanal  on 
23  July  1945  and  set  her  course  for  San  Fr-ancisco  where  she  arrived  on  6  'uroist 
1945. 

It  was  while  the  PICK.'.'.". .Y  was  preparing  once  igc.in   for  a  transpacific 
voyage  that  •  -ord  uas  received  that  the  Japanc^  had  asked  for  an  end  to 
hostilities. 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  CONECUH  (AOR  110 ) 
(„  USS  DI1BMOT  (S  301),  ox  German  Naval  Ship  DITHMARSCHEN) 

,  Although  -a  toi  r  n  afUS  ana  fcgMg  ££*-£  £-*^ 

^IrsSp^n/o^XroSSnf  A  tfUta,  tases  U  Norway  ana  in  «. 

Baltic  Sea. 

The  DITHMARSCHEN  was  one  of  four  ^l^^^J^c^l^^^ 
a  combination  ^-reple^at  ve^  ^enisHhe  German  pocket  battleships 
these   ships  at  being  able  to  refuel  and  rtpienisn  ™  f 

in  one  operation  while  £%*£££%%*«£  llZeTVos^lyz 
numbed  ^tTy.'S^rSr  OS?  the  tight  Allied  Naval  blockade 
k^t  the  DITHMARSCHEN  from  fulfilling  her  intended  mxssxon. 

Built  by  F     Schichau  at  Danzig  in  1938,   the  DITHMARSCHEN  made  two  cruises 

German  Naval  circles.     While  consiaerea  German  gtQte 

the  German  Navy,    she  carried  a  merchant  marine  crev  ana 
Flag,   rather  than  the  Nazi  Naval  Ensign. 

In  comparison  with  the  tankers  in  the  merchant  marines  or  navies  of  other 
+11  mTOMARSCHEN  and  her  sisters  were  the  largest  and  fastest 
countries     the  J^^^g  f  **Jg  tons  of  fuel  oil,   lx,O00  tons  of  lube 
tankers  at  the  time       She  carried  x   ,  storage,   and  a  refrigera- 

oll,   and  had  spa ce  for  35jj00  cubic  *£«**  »  Her  speed  of  20 

tion  spa  o lllf°^^leleher  toPout.run  most  small  enemy  escort  ships, 

an^rlS  5-S m£S  £?5£  ^  Q  *°™^  ^^  **  *"  ?  *"  Shl]?S 
she  might  have  encountered. 


her, 


When  Germany  surrenaerea  to  the  Allies,  the  DITHMARSCHEN  was  ma  small 
fJord  in  northern  Norway.  The  German  sKipper  was  **Z^™?J?JZ* 

s  srysv^.^  *=^  -^ss^s  5 «—  — ea, «. 

other  two  having  been  sunk  during  the  war . 

The  DITHMARSCHEN  remained  at  Bremerhaven  while  her  fate  was  being  deci ded 

and  operating  instructions  into  English. 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  CHAMBERS  (DER-391)    . 
(ex-USCGC  CHAMBERS  (WDE-491),  ex -USS  CHAMBERS  (DE-39D 

The  DE-391  was  named  the  USS  CHAMBERS  to  honor  the 
memory  of  ENS  Russell  Pranklyn  Chambers,  USNR,  wh6  was  killed 
while  acting  as  a  bombardier  in.  a  patrol  bomber  against  Japanese 
Naval  Force!  Sf  the  Philippine  Elands  in  December  19^  Assigned 
to  transatlantic  convoy  duty  during  World^ Vjp  II  **  ™"™ 
served  for  a  little  more  than  tvo  years  in  the  P°8*-™*  °r*  aJe_ 
a  Coast  Guard  Cutter  and  then,  was  returned  to  the  Navy  to  be  re 
built  as  an  escort  destroyer  radar  picket  ship. 

Her  keel  was  laid  on  28  May  1943  at  the  Brown  Shipbuilding 
Go   Houston,  Texas,  and  on  August  17th  she  was  launched,   Mrs. 
Emma  Ruth  Chambers,  wife  of  thf  deceased  Naval  Aviator  was  the 
ship's  sponsor. 

ENS  Chambers  was  born,  at  LaHabra,  California,  on  10  June 
1914  and  on  6  September  1938  enlisted  in  the  U  3 .  Naval  Reserve 
as  a  seaman,  second  class.  Nine  days  later  he  Jook  primary  flight 
training  and  on  December  5th  was  appointed  an.  Aviation  Cadet . 
Commissioned  an  Ensign  in.  the  U.  3-  Naval  Reserve  on  3  November 
1939,  Chambers  was  assigned  to  Patrol  Squadron  21  based  at  Manila, 
Pi!,  and  on.  5  January  1941  reassigned  to  Patrol  Squadron  101. 

Reported  missing  in  action,  on.  27  December  1941,  Chambers 
was  officially  declared  dead  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on. 
28  December  1942. 

Besides  the  American  Defense  Service  Medal,  ENS  Chambers 
was  awarded  the  Air  Medal  posthumously  on  14  May  1943-  The 
citation,  read  as  follows: 

"For  meritorious  achievement  while  participating  in  aerial  flight 
as  a  Bombardier  of  a  Patrol  Bomber  in.  action  against  Japanese  forces 
in  December,  1941.   By  his  skill  and  fearlessness  under  fire, 
Ensign  Shambeis  contributed  materially  to  the  severe  damage  inflict- 
ed on  a  battleship  of  the  Kongo  class  on.  December  10,  and  to  the   , 
successful  attacks  on.  Japanese  naval  forces  and  shore  installations 
on  the  island  of  Jolo,  Sulu,  Philippine  Islands,  December  27,  1941. 
H?s  courageous  devotion  to  duty  in.  a  hazardous  and  important  mission 
was  in  keSping  with  the  highest  traditions  of  the  United  States 
Naval  Service   He  hallantly  gave  up  his  life  for  his  country. 

The  USS  CHAMBERS  (DE-391)  was  commissioned  at  Galveston, 
Texas  on  22  November  1943  under  the  aoramand  of  CDR  Harry  A 
Lougnlin,  USCG.   The  CHAMBERS  was  one  of  30  DE's  which  were  manned 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  WEISS  (APD-135) 

With  the  urgent  need  to  expedite  small,  highspeed  transports  in 
the  wining  doys  o?  the  Pacific  conflict,  the  U.  S.  Navy  pruned  the 
builSng  roster  of  its  destroyer  escort  program  and  began  converting 
some  shfps  into  fast  troop  carriers.  One  of  these  was  the  USS  WEISS 
(Se!719)   This  conversion  meant  many  modifications  including  a 
deckhouse  amidships  for  troop  quarters,  davits  and  other  gear  for  the 
stowage  and  handling  of  small  landing  craft  a  tnped  derrick  aft, 
reduction  of  the  main  battery,  and  removal  of  torpedo  tubes. 
'    When  Marine  Sergeant  Carl  Walter  Weiss  lost  his  ^™£^£% 
the  1st  Marine  Division  in  combat  against  enemy  Japanese  Jojce^weBt  of 
Guadalcanal's  Matanikau  River,  the  Navy  posthumously  awarded ,*to  the 
Navy  Cross  for  "extraordinary  heroism  and  later  honored  his  memory 
further  by  designating  DE-719  USS  WEISS  .  Her  classification  was 
ctenged  to  APD-135  on  17  July  19M.  Sergeant  Weiss'  mother,  Mrs. 
Sweiss,  served  as  sponsor  at  the  launching  on  17  "JJJ^g^j 
at  the  Defoe  Shipbuilding  and  Dry  Dock  Company,  Bay  City,  Michigan. 

Through  Lake  Michigan,  the  Chicago  Canal  and  down  the  Mississippi 
to  New  Orleans  vent  the  new  vessel  where,  on  7  July  W,  she  was 
formally  placed  in  commission  under  LCDR  Thomas  D.  Morris.  The 
USS  WEISS  departed  New  Orleans  on  the  20th  of  July,  bound  for 
Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba. 

During  the  subsequent  shakedown  training  period  m  Cuban  waters 
Skipper  Morris  put  his  ship  and  ^*J^J*^.ttWt^^ >  and 
intensive  exercises  and  general  drills  were  effected  under  simulated 
battle  conditions.  On  15  August,  she  received  word  at  Qua  jjj^***. 
of  the  cessation  of  hostilities  and  so  never  came  to  know  the  pandemonium 
and  peril  of  an  amphibious  invasion. 

After  structural  firing  tests,  compass  calibrations  and  indoctrination 
in  the  science  of  handling  troops  ended  the  WEISS  returned  north  to 
Norfolk,  Virginia  for  her  post -shakedown  overhaul.  By  k   September 
the  WEISS  bad  been  brought 'to  her  peak  of  seaworthiness  and  she  sailed   ■ 
for  Melville,  Rhode  Islaad. 

During  September  and  most  of  October  the  APD-135  acted  as  a 
training  ship  at  the  Melville  naval  establishment.  Navy  Day  (27  OCT; 
observances  at  nearby  Newport"  were  sparked  by  the  presence  of  ^is 
sleek,  new,  destroyer -type  troop-ship.  Two  days  later  the  WEISS  was 
berthed  at  Norfolk,  which  she  used  for  an  operating  base  until  14 
January  19^6  when,  the  ship  again  went  to  Guantanamo  Bay,  on  2tf  March, 
she  returned  to  home  waters  and  tied  up  at  Moorehead  City,  N.  C.,  on 
the  31st.  At  various  times  during  the  first  three  months  of  19*0,  the 
WEISS  carried  the  flags  of  COMLSMRONSLANT  and  COMTRANSDIV  121. 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  LSSL  6k   (ex-LCS(L)  6k) 

Small  in  size  tut  potent  in  firepower,  the  USS  LCS(L)  6k   proved  her 
mettle  during  the  bloody  battle  for  Okinawa  when  she  shot  down  two  enemy  Kamikaze 
suicide  planes  and  aided  in  the  rescue  of  95  survivors  from  the  USS  BUSH  (DD 
529)  which  had  been  sunk  by  one  of  the  human-bomb  airplanes. 

Exactly  28  days  from  the  time  her  keel  was  laid  until  she  was  launched 
on  7  November  l^kk     was  all  the  time  that  was  needed  to  build  the  landing 
craft,  support  (large)  at  the  Albina  Engine  &  Machine  Works,  Inc.,  Portland, 
Oregon.  On  18  December  19^  she  was  commissioned  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Charles  W.  Fogg,  USNR. 

Departing  from  Portland  .the  following  day,  the  LCS(L)  6k  sailed  south 
to  San  Siego  to  undergo  shakedown  training  and  then  when  her  crew  was  battle - 
ready  moved  west  to  Pearl  Harbor  arriving  there  on  20  February  19^5-  She  was 
placed  in  LCS(L)  Group  Eleven  of  LCS(L)  Flotilla'  Four.  I  - 

She  stopped  at  Enivetok  ..   on  9  March  and  at  Saipan  on  March  l8th 
before  departing  with  an  invasion  force  for  the  Okinawa  invasion  on  25  March 
19^5  • 

As  the  Naval  gunfire  barrage  lifted  off  the  beaches  on  1  April  19^5  the 
assault  waves  moved  forward  accompained  by  the  LCS(L)  6k   which  provided  close 
inshore  gunfire  support.  However,  when  the  landing  craft  were  within  a  few 
yards  ;;of  Sakibaru  Saki,  they  turned  and  returned  to  sea.  The  operation  was 
only  a  feint  to  draw  some  of  the  enemy  away  from  the  true  invasion  area. 

Following  the  establishment  and  expansion  of  the  beachhead,  the  battle 
for  the  island  shifted  to  air  as  the  Japanese  launched  their  suicide  planes 
from  the  home  islands  against  the  American  fleet.   The  U.S.  Navy  plan  called 
for  the  placing  around  the  island  of  a  number  of  picket  stations  to  warn  the 
main  fleet  of  the  arrival  of  the  Kamikaze  planes. 

To  assist  the  larger  ships  in  their  own  ; defense  when  on  picket  patrol, 
LCS(L)  Flotilla  Four  was  designated  a  Radar  Picket  Support  Craft  Unit.  One 
or  two  LCS(L)'s  were  assigned  each  larger  ship  and  they  remained  on  station 
for  ten  days  and  returned  then  to  Hagushi  Anchorage  for  four  days  of 
reprovisioning  and  rearming. 

The  LCS(L)  6k   was  assigned  to  Radar  Picket  Station  No.  1  which  was  15 
miles  northwest  of  Iheya  Jima  on  2  April  19^5-  At  0*4-00  the  following  day, 
the  LCS(L)  6k   splaKhed  one  enemy  aircraft  which  was  confirmed  by  the  USS 
PRICHETT  (DD  561)  which  was  also  on  duty  at  the  station.   This  splash  was  the 
first  recorded  by  an  LCS(L)  in  combat. 

The  Japanese  attempted  to  break  the  radar  ring  around  the  island  on  the 
6th  of  April  by  concentrating  their  attack  on  picket  stations  one  and  two.   The 
brunt  of  the  attack  was  aimed  at  station  one  where  the  USS  BUSH  (DD  529)  and 
USS  C0LH0UN  (DD  80l)  were  on  duty  with  LCS(L)  6k. 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  LSSL  lib  (ex-LCo(L)  116) 

,  sterling  example  of  ^^^^^S&^^M^   SK-'  ^ 
ships  -during   World  War  II  was  the  USb  ^SSL  lib  whicn 

part  oi'  the  Republic  of  Italy  Navy. 

The  George  tawley  8c  Sons  Corp . ,  Neponset,  ^Ttlt     ?SrLJS" 
finished  vessel  for  the  U.S.  Navy  in  the  amaz.ng  time  J^^^J^^bte 
from  the  date  her  keel  plates  were  lal\^K%Zlrl     VSm,    commissioned  the 
19M.  Seventeen  days  later  Lieutenant  Peter  F.  Gilra°^,  ^>      men  ot 
(9LCS(L)  116  and  immediately  the  f;.e  other ;  off icers  and  6  -Ixsted^men  go^ 
her  ready  for  the  long  voyage  to  the  lacmc  ucean.     y 
WsVFl^ida;  Cristobal,  Canal  Zone,  and  Corinto,  Nicaragua. 

On  15  January  19^5  the  LCS(D  lib  arrived  at  San  ^^K*^.'  f°r  ' 

SSS3S*S^  i%^«^SK  «  dritle.  his 
crew  constantly  on  their  long  voyage  from  Neponset. 

Stopping  off  at  Pearl  Harbor  and  Eniwetok,  the  LCS(D  118  arrived  at 
Saipan  asPPtheSffn;i  preparations  for  the  invasion  for  Okinawa  were  be.ng  made. 

Assigned  to  LCS(l.)  Group  Ten,  LCS(L)  Flotilla  Four,  the  LCS(L)  ll8  was 
ASSignea  w  ^_  v  a     *  toward  the  Okinawa  beaches  on  1 

in  the  van  of  invasion  craft  as  they  movea  wwm  w* 

April  19^-  She  supplied  close  inshore  gunfire  support  with  her  Wi  and  „OMM 

guns  while  unleashing  her  rockets  at  targets  of  opportunity. 

While  off  Sakibun  Saki  point  on  the  southeastern  shore  of  Okinawa  the 
invasion  group  underwent  a  bombing  attack  by  a  ,rouP  of  Kamikaze  suicide  planes. 


One  plane  hit  the  USS  LST  88U  which  was  on  her  way  to  the  beach 


The  LST 


flftU  woe  carrvins  300  combat  loaded  Marines  as  well  as  several  types  of  ex- 
Sosives  and^arge  quantities  of  gasoline  for  vehicles  ashore   Within  seconds 
£  LST  was  a  holocaust  of  fire  pierced  with  exploding  ammunition  and  the 
screams  of  seared  Marines  and  sailors. 

All  four  LCS(L)'s  in  the  vicinity  came  alongside  the  abandoned  ship  and 
moored  on  her  four  quarters.  The  LCS(L)  118  moored  on  a  windward  quarter  and 
Si  available  fire  hoses  were  directed  into  the  heart  of  t* .blaze  Then  the 
T0S(L}  118 's  personnel  leaped  aboard  the  LST  and  commenced  fighting  the  blaze 
252  at  han'd!  disregarding  the  exploding  ammunition.  The  LST  was  subsequently 
saved. 

Mih     the  LCS(L)  Ilk   and  119,  the  118  made  a  sortie  on  30  April  19*5  into 
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HISTORY  OP  USS   PC   1172 
Although  the  USS   PC  1172  say  mainly  thj .east W  of  the 
lifted  States  g*&gg*2S       e^KSlnUes  lasted 
tfn  yearsSaf  shfo^eS  within  the  Caroline  and  Marshall 
Islands   on  Trust  Territory  Patrol  Duty. 

Built  by  the  Leathern  D.   Smith  Shipbuilding  Co.,   Sturgeon 
,«  L     thp pp  1172 'a  keel  was  laid  on  29  March  19^3  and 

Bay  Wisconsin,    the   PC  Wd  a   Keex   w   a  f  sturgeon  Bay. 

•f  the  PC  1172  and  her  commission  pennant  was  hoisted  on  6  OCT 
1943. 

*.*.     ««»+■   ^o^r     the   PC  1172  moved  out   of  Sturgeon 
Bay    nfSSFStfS* "S^Sfc %S~ |°  <*W •     Pa ssing 

fhJouffh  the  Chicago  and  Wabsh  Canal  on  October  9th,   the   PC  1172 
S  tto   Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal  and  proceeded  to 
La  Salle,    111,   arriving  there   on  the  11  th  of  °f  °^.      ine^ 
following  day  she  entered  the  twisting  g^°  \%*™r  Upat  the 
south  to  the  Mississippi  River  and  St.   Lcuis,  tying     up 

■™;H»»1  Si  ?£SSss 

New  Orleans,   La.    ,JJ^«5\5IS  Taft  for  Guantanamo  Bay,   Cuba,   for 
made  various  repairs  and  then,  left  for  Guan  ^  ^ 

?hf ?C° n72rheade!*foS  £ey t  t  Fla  and  on  9  January  19^ 
the  ro  11  (d  nedaeu  x  V  ;,.  4.*.*  TTqq  vn  iof;i  fn-p  New  Orleans 
departed  from  that   port  with  the  USS   PC  1251  I  or  iNew 

vhere   she  arrived  tvo  days  later. 

The   shin's   crew  got  their  initiation  to  the  monotony  of 

»££  ?Sooin^  e?f Sr«Slto3»  and  storing  aboard  provisions, 
the  rO  llT^af  unnlrvay  on  18  January  19M  J°f  ««»®1?»3^ ' 

P^     ItSior^Jnor-re^Ss^rf  £M  ^February*!^ 
Sende;arStet"??h  h'er'rirsfo.astal  convoy  bound  for  Guantar^o 

Bay,   Cuba.,' 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  MC  CONNELL  (DE-I63) 

The  USS  MC  CONNELL  (DE-I63)  was  built  as  one  of  the  hundreds  of 
escort  destroyers  (SB)  which  were  needed  for  duty  during  World  War  II 
to  combat  the  submarines  menace  . 

She  was  constructed  by  the  Federal  Shipbuilding  and  Dry  Dock  Co., 
Newark,  N.  J.  The  keel  was  laid  on  19  October  19*+2  and  she  was 
launched  on  28  March  19^3-  Her  sponsor  was  Mrs.  Riley  F.  McConnell, 
the  widow  of  CAPT  Riley  F.  McConnell,  USN,  for  whom  the  first  ship 
was  so  named. 

CAPT  Riley,  U.  S.  Naval  Academy,  Class  of  1907,  died  in  the 
U.  S.  Naval  Hospital,  San  Diego,  Calif.,  on  12  July  19>40  from  a"< liver 
condition.  He  received  the  Navy  Cross  in  1939  for  his  service  while 
Chief  of  Staff,  and  Aide  on  Staff  of  Commander...dn  Chief  of  the  U.  S. 
Asiatic  Fleet.  In  addition,  he  held  the  World  War  I  Victory  Medal 
with  Grand  Fleet  Clasp,  Haitian  Campaign  Medal,  Yangtze  Service  Medal 
and  Order  o?W  Hvei  (Cloud  Standard)  Class  III  awarded  by  the  Chinese 
Government . 

The  MC  C0NN8LL  was  commissioned  at  the  U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  on  28  May  19^3  under  the  command  of  CDR  D.  D.  Humphreys,  USN. 
Following  shake-down  training  at  Bermuda  from  27  June  to  21  July  19^3, 
the  MC  CONNELL 's  crew  underwent  further  instruction  at  Norfolk,  Va. 

In  mid-August  19*+ 3  the  MC  CONNELL  escorted  a  convoy  of  merchant  ships 
to  Cristobal,  C.  Z.,  and  on  30  August  transited  the  Panama  Canal.  Leaving 
there  the  following  day  she  proceeded  to  San  Francisco  where  CDR 
Humphreys  was  relieved  by  LT  R.  C.  Young,  USNR.  Following  assigment 
to  Escort  Division  11,  Third  Fleet,  in  October  19U3,  the  MC  CONNELL 
served  as  routine  escort  and  patrol  duties  from  the  United  States  to 
Hawaii. 

During  November  I9U3  the  ship  was  a  part  of  the  force  consolidating 
the  capture  of  the  northern  Solomon  Islands.  Here  she  performed  shore- 
bombardment  and  escort  duties. 

From  December  19I+3  to  July  I9M+  the  MC  CONNELL  was  an  intregal  part 
pf  many  of  the  convoys  which  supplied  the  U.  S.  Army  and  Navy  garrisons 
in  such  places  as  New  Caledonia,  Florida  Island,  New  Hebrides  Islands, 
Munda  Island,  Treasury  Islands,  Efate  Isalnds,  Fiji  Islands,  Marshall 
Islands  and  Admiralty  Islands. 

On  12  July  1941+  LT  L.  C  Oglesby  relieved  LT  Young.  The 
MC  CONNELLL  once  more  resumed  convoy  duties  escorting  ships  in  the 
occupation  of  the  Marianas,  Palau  and  the  strikes  against  Formosa  dn 
North  Luzon  Island  in  the  Philippines. 
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HISTORY  OP  THE  USS  RICKETTS  (DE-254) 
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The  USS  RICKETTS  (DE-254)  was  named  for  LT  Milton E. 
«•  !  4-4-   -tcitxt  Trho  died  8  Mav  1942.  aboard  the  USS  yokjuuwjn 
?CV  10)   as  a result  of  an  enem?  aerial  bomb  explosion   He  vas 
tCV-10J  as  a  kmu'   Baltimore  Maryland  and  graduated  in 
KAcSy  ^.VS^S-  received  the  Medal  of  Honor 
with  the  following  citation: 

'W  extraordinary  heroism  and  distinguished  gallantry  above 

against  enemy  Japanese  forces  m  the  Battle  or  tne  ^gi^ 
nS  8  Mav  1942.   During  the  severe  bombarding  of  tne  yukjviuwim 

IS  ffiSS  =*  SJSgMgf 

Rip\rett^!  battle  station,  was  located,  killing,  wounaxng  u* 
stSnnin*  all  of  his  men  and  mortally  wounding  him.  Despit 
hlHbbfnS  strength,  Lieutenant  Ricketts  promptly  opened 

$£  valve'o?  a  nlarby  fire  Pli*r  P»«£?»l£  "**&  fire 
firp  hose  and  directed  a  heavy  stream  of  water  into  tne  lire 
befo^ Topping  dead  beside  the  hose^  His  courageous  action., 

A  which  undoubtedly  prevented  the  rapid  spread  of  fire  to 

lerious  proportions,  and  his  unflinching  devotion  to  duty 
were  in  keeping  with  the  highest  traditions  of  the  United 
States  Naval  Service . " 

The  USS  RICKETSS  was  launched  10  May  1943  at  the 
Brown  ShfpbufldSg  Co . ,  Houston  Texas.   Mrs.  Betty  Ricketts 
widow  of  the  ship's  namesake  acted  as  sponsor.   The  snip  was 
commissioned  5  October  1943  under  LCDR  Gleen  L.  Rollins,  USCG. 

The  months  of  October  and  November  19^3  were  spent 
in  sha* e  o.   ra  ning  and  gj^W^yggll.  ^YcortST 

and  Charleston,  S.  C.   -^^/^p  o,.  X\  ttttr^t  (m-2*i0) 

RICKETTS  (DE-25t),  all  manned  by  Coast  Guard  personnel. 

prom  15  December  1943  until  11  June  19*5  she  operated 


/ 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  THOMAS  (DE  102) 

a  ~-r  ocpnrt  rt^trovers  to  combat  the  crippling 

ssr-r-s  ssrrsr^s^a 2Uu* 3  China  ■"*  Enslsl" 

having  been  loaned  to  that  government  in  19W. 

Constructed  at  the  Dravo  Corp.    -g^'  »"-^5^\-£«2T 
slid  down  the  ways  for  her  baptism  in  the  sea  on  3Wuly  W      £  sor 

I     Kelly,    (the  widow  of  Lieutenant  Clarence  Case  lhanas     uon,;  r 

li  this  second  ■  ,«.B.  Savy  vessel  V^LTfflcer  intcharge  of  the Amed  Guard 
"EiVS.1.  sM^'whfn  £*Mf  S^f-^ruSlT.      Lieutenant 
£S-  ™  corn  In^oatVass  Valley/callfornia  „d  was  appointed  midshipman 

in  190U. 

The  first  ship  ?  honor  him  was  th, ,  WB  THOMAS  (»£*),  «--  ^ 
"four-stacker!  types  of  destroyers  ^£«g£*  ^  liAov ,   „rs .  Evelyn 

War  I  Victory  Medal  doing  escort  and  patrol  work  along  the  Atlantic  Coast 
SithYheVuction  of  the  Navy  gW^j^*^**^ 

SSi  p UceVi'tnrLservf &£*£&  «f  *~  ffl  ""^ 

was  Muled  down  and  the  THOMAS  remained  inactive  until  early  m  «W. 

i -"*..„  -ir,  TTnT-n-nP  the  United  States  government 
With  a  new  German  menace  rising  in  Europe,  tne  uniiea       b 

BrKish-manned  American-built  DD  which  ,had  heen  declared  u Xe B^y  the 

She  was  later  turned  over  the  Free  Norwegian  forces  serving  in  Great 
Britain  and  operated  throughout  the  remainder  of  World  War  II  j^f^* 
Norwegian  Naval  Ensign  and  convoyed  ships  from  Iceland  and  England  alonb 
"Murmansk  Run"  to  Russia. 

A  cold  brisk  wind  quickly  caught  the  commission  pennant  as  it  was  hoisted 
aboard  the  secoS  USS  THOMAS  (DE  102)  on  21  November  1*3,  -  Lieutenant 
Colder  E^vid  M.  Kellogg,  USNR,  read  his  orders  placing ""g^—g ' to?5 
was  designated  flagship  for  Escort  Division  k8   and  from  JM   ^C^fLses  acquired 
January  ISM  underwent  shakedown  training  at  Bermuda— one  of  the  bases  acquired 
when  her  predecessor  was  transferred  to  the  United  Kingdom. 


Division  of  Naval  History 
Ships'  Histories  Section 
Navy  Department 


HISTORY  OF  USS  BAXTER  (APA  94)  (Ex  ANTINOUS) 
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Designed  for  the  hazardous  job  of  putting  combat  troops  ashore  in 
the  face  of  strong  enemy  resistance,  the  attack  transport  USS  BAXTER  met 
every  expectation  while  winning  four  battle  stars  for  the  invasions  of 
Leyte,  Luzon  and  Okinawa. 

A  converted  C-2  type  Maritime  hull,  the  ship  was  built  for  the 
Llaritime  Commission  by  the  Gulf  Shipbuilding  Company  at  Chickasaw,  Alabama. 
Originally  scheduled  to  be  named  ANTINOUS,  she  was  acquired  by  the  Navy  on 
30  November  194.3  and  placed  in  commission  as  the  USS  BAXTER  on  the  same  day 
for  the  voyage  to  New  York,  where  she  was  to  be  converted.  Mrs*  R.S.  Nendry 
had  served  as  sponsor  when  the  ship  was  launched. 

The  conversion  was  made  by  the  Atlantic  Basin  Iron  Works,  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  and  the  BAXTER,  named  for  an  Arkansas  county,  was  again  placed 
in  commission  on  15  '.lay  1944,  Captain  Valvin  R.  Sinclair,  UCI,  commanding. 

Following  her  shakedown  cruise  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  the  vessel  took 
aboard  general  cargo  and  1,607  passengers  for  Pearl  Harbor.  Transiting  the 
Canal  on  27  June  1944,  she  reached  Pearl  Harbor  on  11  July.  Taking  aboard 
another  group  of  passengers,  she  steamed  back  to  San  Diego,  arriving  on  20 
July  to  receive  a  combat  load  of  cargo  and  troops.  These  were  delivered  to 
Pearl  Harbor  and  by  7  August  the  ship  was  back  in  Son  Diego.  Returning  to 
the  Hawaiian  area,  she  began  drills  and  rehearsals  in  preparation  for  the  ■ 
first  attacks  on  the  Philippines. 

Steaming  out  to  3niwetok  and  Manus,  the  BAXTER  weighed  anchor  on  14 
October  1944.  for  the  return  to  the  Philippines.  On  the  20th,  Homonhon 
Island  came  in  view  and  at  0840  the  ship  dropped  her  hook  in  the  transport 
area.  At  1000  the  first  troops  landed. 

During  the  four  days  the  BAXTER  was  anchored  at  Leyte,  numerous  air 
alerts  were  received,  but  no  enemy  aircraft  were  seen.  Due  to  the  excellent 
smoke  screen  and  air  coverage,  the  ship  was  never  fired  on  directly  by  the 
enemy,  although  anti-aircraft  fire  could  often  be  seen. 

All  cargo  and  troops  were  ashore  by  the  24th  and,  with  24  casualties 
on  board,  the  transport  steamed  back  to  Kollandia,  Hew  Guinea,  moving  from 
there  to  Biak,  Schouten  Islands.  There  she  loaded  reinforcements  and  sailed 
back  to  Leyte,  entering  the  Gulf  on  18  November  1944.  Shortly  after  her 
arrival,  three  Japanese  planes  were  seen  to  crash,  two  of  them  suicide- diving 
into  ships.  The  BAXTER  was  not  hit,  although  bombs  fell  close  aboard.  The 
unloading  was  completed  by  1525  on  the  same  day  the  ship  left  for  Lknus. 
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USS  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  (1917   1919 ) 
USS  CATLIN  (AP  19)     (19U1   191+1) 
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Used  as  a  troop  transport  in  both  World  Wars,  the  S.S.  GEORGE  WASHINGTON 
carried  tvro  names  during  her  tenure  of  duty  with  the  U.S.  Navy. 

Built  at  the  Vulcan  Works ,  Stettin,  Germany,  and  launched  on  10 
November  1908,  she  was  operated  by  the  North  German  Lloyd  Line  prior  to 
World  War  I.   She  was  in  Hoboken,  M.  J;,  when  the  United  States  declared  war 
on  Germany. 

The  U.S.  Navy  seized  the  ship  on  6  April  1917  and  towed  her  to  the  U.S. 
Navy  Yard,  New  York,  for  conversion  to  a  troop  transport.   She  was  commissioned 
the  USS  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  on  6  September  1917- 

On  h   December  1917,  the  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  sailed  for  Europe  with  her 
first  contingent  of  American  troops.  Before  her  duty  as  a  troop  transport 
was  completed,  the  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  made  18  complete  transatlantic  voyages 
nine  during  the  war  and  an  equal  number  after  the  signing  oi  the  Armistice. 

Captain  Edwin  T.  Pollock,  USN,  was  her  first  Commanding  Officer  and 
remained  aboard  until  29  September  1918  when  he  was  relieved  of  command  by 
Captain  Edward  Mc  Cauley.   Under  Captain  Pollock  the  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  made 
seven  of  her  18  voyages. 

Under  her  second  skipper  the  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  made  her  remaining 
crossings  of  the  Atlantic  carrying  distinguished  American  and  European 
personalities . 

On  h   December  1918  she  sailed  from  the  United  States  with  President 
Woodrow  Wilson  and  the  American  nsmbers  of  the  group  which  attended  the  Peace 
Conference.  The  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  returned  President  Wilson  to  the  United 
States  in  February  and  carried  him  back  again  in  March.   From  France  she 
sailed  to  Brest,  Germany,  to  pick  up  Secretary -of  War  Baker  and  his  party 
for  passage  to  the  United  States  before  returning  to  France  to  embark 
President  Wilson. 

In  October  1919  the  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  brought  the  King  and  Queen  oi 
the  Belgians  and  their  son  to  the  United  States  for  a  visit  and  returned  them 
to  their  native  land  in  November. 

On  28  November  1919  the  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  was  placed  out  of  commission 
and  turned  over  to  the  War  Department  for  operation. 

During  her  transatlantic  voyages  from  1917  to  1919  under  Navy  control 
the  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  transported  14-8,378  persons  to  Europe  and  returned 
39,228  to  the  United  States. 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  L3M  17 

Built  by  thG  Broxm  Ship  Building  Co.,  Houston,  Tag,  the  USS  LS'  17 
launched  on  7  lay  1944  and  commissioned  on  14  Juno  1944. 


Folio- ing  shakedown  training  it  Guantanomo  Bay,  Cuba,  the  LSI  17  wa<: 
ordered  to  proceed  to  the  Pacific  theatre  of  operations  for  dufrr. 

On  12  March  1945  the  LSI  17  arrived  at  Pearl  Harbor  arid  report jd  tj-  th"; 
•dministrative  Command,  Amphibious  Force,  Pacific  Fleet.   She  rcmaxnod  there 
pSici^ing  in  amphibious  exercises  until  26  March  1945  when  she  got  uncler,a. 
with  Task  Unit  13.11.1  (Landing  Ships  Overseas  Convoy)  for  Guam. 

Upon  arrival  at  Guam  on  13  April  1945  the  LSM  17  took  on  some  cargo  for 
the  .ending  invasion  of  Okinawa  and  six  days  later  rns  underlay  for  Saipan  „mc. 
was  the  staging  area  for  the  invasion  forces. 

'  She  entered  Saipan  on  20  .peril  1945  and  throe_days  later  was  on  her  way 
to  Okinawo  with  a  Task  Unit  composed  of  13  LST's,  five  other  LAM's,  %jp   .JD  a 
and  two  DE's.  The  group  was  forced  to  scatter  on  27  April  1945  when  a  sub- 
marine ^  detected  by  one  of  the  AFD's.  Several  depth  charges  were  dropped 
and  the  ship's  deck  gun  was  firod  at  the  periscope,  tlonc  of  the  ships  wore 
torpedoed,  and  it  v/as  not  determined  if  the  submarine  '/as  sunk. 

On  tho  23th  of  '.pril  the  LSM  17  approached  Okinawa  and  moved  into  Chimmi 
-an  ".dth  supplies.  Two  days  later  she  took  some  cargo  to  the  beach  at  Ryukyu 
Retto   On  the  5th  of  May  she  was  called  upon  to  do  some  patrol  auty across  oho 
southeastern  entrance  to  Nakagusuki  "an,  Okinam,  and  the  next  day  she  v/as  back 
'  at  Ryukyu  Retto  talking  on  cargo. 

Tho  LSM  17  vias  underway  from  Okinawa  for  Saipan  rath  five  other  LSifrs 
on  18  May  and  arrived  at  her  destination  of  24  May  1945. 

Following  a  cruise  to  Guam  on  1  July  1945  and  a  subsequent  five  day  lay 
over,  tho  LSM  17  operated  the  entire  remainder  of  wbrld  Mar  II  carrying  supplio 
between,  the  U.S.  Naval  Bases  in  the  Solomon  and  Florida  Islands  and  Okinawa  vat 
visits  in  the  Philippines. 

t  the  conclusion  of  hostilities  in  tho  Pacific,  the  LSM  transported 
supplies  from  Okinawa  to  Japan  and  stayed  there  from  11  September  to  25  Septemo 
1945. 

The  LSM  17  remained  on  active  duty  with  the  U.S.  Navy  until  1  April  1954 
rhon  she  tob  transferred  to  Fr  onco  under  the  Mutual  Defense  Assistance  Program 
for  "service  in  Indo-China.   She  is  now  Wan  as  LMI  9017  by  the  French  Governs* 

The  UMS  LSM  17  earned  the  following  medals: 
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NS\-   '.-A^ETT   U?D-7;0 


Completed  too  late  for  her  to  see  any  actual  combat  in  ;orld  Jar  II,  ti* 
US,':.  BAoStT  (.j-D  73),  however,  will  remain  forever  in  the  hearts  o±  over 
15C  American  sailors. 

Built  at  Neville  Island,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. ,  ay   the  Dravo  Corporation,  Uk 
BASS3TT  is  one  of  the  select  ships  to  have  sailed  in  both  fresh  ana  3o.lt 
vater  during  its  career  in  the  U.S.  Navy.  Che  was  launched^ .  the  USo  SDG,   . 
WW?  (DS  672)  on  15  January  1944  to  honor  the  memory  of  ensign  ^agar  *ees^ 
Bassett  US:  N  (Deceased),  a  naval  aviator,  who  lost  his  life  during  the  crucial 
Battle  of  iidv/ay  in  June,  1942.  Ensign  Bassett  was  a  holder  of  tne  Navy  Grose, 
the  lir  Medal,  and  a  Gold  Star  in  lieu  of  a  second  Air  ffedal.   ■■.Irs.  arguret 
Bassett  of  Hartsdale,  New  York,  the  mother  of  the  deceased  hero,  was  the  sponsor 
of  the  vessel. 

On  26  June  1944,  the  BASSETT  began  conversion  to  an  AID  at  the  Consolidutxa 
Steel  Corporation  Yard,  Orange,  Texas.  Follo;dng  conversion,  she  v/ar*  confflissi .in* 
the  USS  BASSETT  (AFD  73)  on  23  February  1945  under  the  commanc  of  LC^j;  H.  -J. 
Theriault,  USH?*. 

Shakedown  cruise?  and  training  operation?  -./ere  then  carried  out  at 
Guantan«no  Bay,  Cuba,  and  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay  area  until  9  April  1945. 
Following  a  yard  availability  at  Norfolk,  the  BASS3TT  transited  the  Panama  _ 
Canal  and  arrived  at  Pearl  Harbor  on  1  Nay  1945  for  duty.  Following  amphioiouu 
training  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  the  BASSETT  was  assigned  to  convoy  duty  to 
Sniwetok,  Guam,  Ulithi,  Hollandia  and  Leyte. 

Operational  control  of  the  BASSETT  was  transferred  from  COMPHIBPAC  to 
CONiPHILSSAF^ONTIER  and  she  was  on  liaison. and  utility  duty  between  vnous 
Philippine  Islands  and  the  island  of  Borneo. 

While  on  anti-submarine  patrol  off  the  northern  coast  of  Leyte  Island  in 
the  Philippines  on  2  August  1945  she  was  ordered  to  investigate  reports  oi 
a  large  number  of  survivors  about  200  miles  to  the  east.   Steaming  at  top 
speed,  the  BASSETT  arrived  at  the  reported  position  10  hours  later  and  commoncoc 
rescue  operations  of  over  150  crew  members  from  the  ill-fated  USS  INDLa APOLIS 
(CA  35) one  of  the  last  major  U.S.  combatant  ships  to  be  sunk  in  'Torld  'Jar  II. 

After  landing  the  INDIANAPOLIS  survivors  in  the  Philippines,  she  became _ 
attached  to  CO'IPHIBGEOUP  3  in  connection  with  the  Japanese  Occupation  Operations. 
Following  the  landing  of  occupation  forces  at  Vakayaraa,  Niro  Nan  near  Jure, 
ind  Nagoya,  Japan,  the  BASSETT  was  assigned  to  Harbor  Entrance  Control  duty  at 
Negoya.  She  remained  there  until  18  November  1945  when  she  embarked  a  group  ox 
veterans  returning  to  the  United  States  for  separation. 
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History  of  the  USS  ADAMS  (DM  27)  (ex-DD  739) 

The  USS  ADAMS  (DD  739)  was  named  for  LT  Samuel  Adams,  USN, 
born  10  April  1912  in  Northampton  Massachusetts   For  his  exploits 
as  a  naval  aviator  he  received  the  Navy  Cross  and  2  gold  stars  in 
leiu  of  2nd  and  3rd  awards  with  the  following  citations: 

"For  extraordinary  heroism  and  courageous  perseverance 
as  pilot  of  an  airplane  of  a  Bombing  Squadron  in  dive 
bombing  attacks  against  enemy  Japanese  forces  in  Tulagi 
Harbor  on  4  May  and  in  an  attack  on  an  enemy  aircraft 
carrier  in  the  Coral  Sea  on  8  Mav  1942   Pressing  home 
these  attacks  in  the  face  of  tremendous  anti-aircraft  fire 
and,  on  8  May  also  harrassed  by  heavy  aircraft  opposition 
Lieutenant  Adams  assisted  greatly  in  the  sinking  or  damaging 
of  the  carrier  and  eight  other  enemy  vessels   His  conscientiour 
devotion  to  duty  and  gallant  self  command  against  formidable 
odds  contributed  materially  to  the  success  of  our  forces  in 
the  Battle  of  the  Coral  Sea 

GOLD  STAR  IN  LIEU  OF  SECOND  NAVY  CROSS  with  the  following  Citation: 

"For  extraordinary  heroism  and  distinguished  service  as  pilot 
of  an  airplane  of  a  scouting  squadron  in  action  against  enemy 
Japanese  forces  in  the  Battle  of  Midway  4-6  June  1942. 
Locating  their  enemy  units,  Lieutenant  Adams   in  persistent  and 
vigorous  efforts  to  maintain  contact,  pressed  home  repeated 
attacks  against  harassing  enemy  aircraft  until  he  finally 
succeeded  in  driving  them  off   Throughout  the  duration  of 
his  bold  assaults  despite  the  distraction  of  concentrated 
anti-aircraft  fire  and  powerful  fighter  opposition,  he;  with 
superb  presence  of  mind  and  keen  appreciation  of  the  value  of 
uninterruped  information,  kept  sending  out  reports  which 
later  enabled  our  forces  to  attack  a  Japanese  aircraft 
carrier   His  gallant  perseverance  and  conscientious  devotion 
to  duty  contributed  in  large  measure  to  the  defeat  of  the 
enemv  and  were  in  keeping  with  the  United  States  Naval 
Service." 

GOLP  STAR  IN  LIEU  OF  THIRD  NAVY  CROSS  with  the  following  Citation: 

"For  extraordinary  heroism  as  pilot  of  a  bombing  plane  in 
action  against  enemy  Japanese  forces  at  Salamaua  and  Lae ,  New 
Guinea,  on  March  10,  1942   Leading  his  divisiono  in  a  dive-  - 
bombing  attack  against  a  formation  of  Japanese  cruisers  and 
destroyers  Lieutenant  Adams,  in  the  face  of  heavy  anti- 
aircraft fire  personally  made  one  of  several  direct  heavy 
bomb  hits  on  a  light  cruiser,  causing  serious  damage  and 
probable  destruction  of  the  hostile  vessel   His  superb 
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HISTORY  OP  THE  USS  BRIGHT  (DE-747) 

IE&!  a^'diefi  M*  3*2  as  a  result  of  vounds  received  at  the 

time  Of  capture  of  Guam  by  the  Japanese. 

CaUfornia  under  LCDR  William  H.  McMaham,  USNR. 

HPr  shakedown  cruise  was  conducted  off  the  California 

gunnery  exercises,,  then  reported  for  duty  with  T.  G.  12.3- 

From  24  November  1944  until  23  April  1945  she  operated  wltl 
this  RP^rwnduotlSfa  series  of  "hunter-killer-  searches  in.  _.. 
areas  out  of  the  Hawaiian  and  Marshall  Islands.  During  a  total  oi 
six  such  searches,  three  unsuccessful  attacks  were  made  on  sound 
contacts  on:  25-  November  1944  and  25  and  26  March  1945 . 

On  ^0  April  1945  the  BRIGHT  sailed  from  Eniwetok  for 
Saipan  whe^e  £  reported  to  TP  51  for  duty  in  the  Escort  Pool. 
n-n   £  Mnv  she  sailed  as  escort  for  Convoy  No.  bOK-1  enroute  to 
Okinawa   On  9  May the  BRIGHT  made  two  depth  charge  attacks  on 
a  sotS'conL^t  without  results.   Immediately  after  popping  the 
Second  pattern,  a  torpedo  wake  was  seen  approaching  the  port 
aua^ter   She  maneuvered  to  avoid  and  the  torpedo  passed  up  the 
Ct  side  20  feet  from  the  bow.  .On  10  May  she  sank  a  mine  with 
?i?lefi?e,  and  the  convoy  arrived  at  Okinawa  without  further 
incident  during  that  morning. 

On  11  May  the  ship  assumed  station  as  a  unit  of  the 
transport  ASW  screen.  At  1919  on  13  May  she  took  a  low  flying 
"ztta*  under  fire,  scoring  hits  on.  his  engine  and  port  wing. 

ThfpU'win/ was' seen  to  fall  off  ^^^/^tai^f  T5OO 
v,1o  i.,,-11  qnpprf  annroach  and  crashed  into  the  lantain.  *  ?vv 
5oundUbcmbPexpl^d°at  the  moment  of  offing  causing  immediate 
i^oa  of  Qtppylriff  with  the  rudder  jammed  hard  left,  me  aiter 
engine  room  wasgcompleie?y  demolished,  both  port  and  starboard 
SS^ft£Sa  racks  were  damaged  and  inoperative,  smoke  screen 
«eEe5a^rs8blowf  off!  the  main  deck  aft  buckled  and  pierced  and 

rrompa??ments  opened  to  the  sea.  Two  me  *  ^"SF&p^go. 
for  the  following  hour  it  was  impossible  to  keep  the  ship  irom 
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Built  by  the  Ouincey  Adams  Yacht  Yard,  Inc.,  Quincey,  iiass.,  the  USS  FATCON 
(AMS  190)  is  the  fourth  ship  in  the  TJ.  S.  Navy  to  bear  the  name. 

The  PALC9H**  keel  "'as  laic',  on  7  Map  3-953  and  she  iias  launched  on  21  September 
1953."  Her  sponsor  ',an  Mrs.  Angus  D.  MacDonnell,  wife  of  Angus  D.  McDonnell  who 
is  a  Naval  Architect  wording  under  the  Superintendent  of  Ships,  Quincey,  liass* 
The  FALCON  (ATE  190)  :ne   commissioned  on  24  November  1954  under  command  of 
LTJG  M.  J.  Schultz  Jr.,  (533-167)  and  reported  for  duty  with  CCOTSDATT  the  same 
day.  Her  home  port  is  Charleston,  S.  C. 

The  first-'  FALCON  tea  a  sailing  schooner  of  SO  tons.  She  was  the  Mexican  Ship 
I5A3SL,  captured  by  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  at  Tanpico,  Mexico,  on  4  November  3  84-6, 
She  was  taken  into  the  U.  S.  Navy,  renamed  f.'UOW.   with  LT  J.  J.  Glasson  as  her 
commanding  officer.  The  first  FALCON  used  her  one  gun  in  support  of  the 
landing  of  U.  S.  troops  at  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico,  on  9  iMarch  3  947.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  hostilities  v.dth  Mexico,  she  was  sold  at  New  York  City,  in  1849, 
for  01,425. 

The  name  FALCON  was  for. ant  in  U.  S.  Havy  records  until  World  Mar  I.  T?hen 
on  17  October  1918,  the  U.  S.  N\vy  chartered  the  motorboat  FALCON  from  the  Alki 
Point  Transportation  Co.,  Anacortes,  !3a,  She  operated  within  the  13th  Naval 
District  until  she  was  returned  to  her  owners  on  1  February  1919.  She  earned 
the  World  V.'ar  I  Victory  Medal. 

Third  of  the  U.  S.  Nay;/  ship i   to  c-.rry  the  name  FALCON  was  a  minesweeper  number 
28.  Built  by  the  Gas  Engine  &  Power  Co.,  Morris  Heights,  N.  I.,  she  Was  launched 
on  7  September  1918  and  commissioned  on  21  November  1918. 

She  op3rated  off  the  East  Coast  of  the  United  States  during  Tforld  War  I,  and 
following  the  cessation  of  hostilities  she  was  sent  overseas  to  help  in  the 
lifting  of  the  North  Sea  Barrage.  The  barrage  nas  the  minefield  which  had  been 
laid  froa  Scotland  to  Nor-.;ay  during  World  Tar  .1  to  keep  the  Imperial  German 
Fleet  from  escaping  north  from  Germany.  The  FALCON'S  sweep  gear  was  used  in  this 
operation  from  21  August  1919  to  30  September  193-9. 

Designated  AM-28  on  1  July  1920,  the  FALCON  "-'as  converted  to  a  submarine  rescue 
ship  and  redesignated  ZfJR-2   on  22  January  1936.  She  remained  on  the  east  coast 
in  active  service  until  she  was  stricken  from  the  Naval  Register  on  19  July  1946, 
She  was  sold  on  12  March  1947. 

The  USS  FALCON  (AfH-2)  (ex- Minesweeper  No.  28,  ex-AM-28)  earned  the  following 
idedals  and  I  awards* 
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HISTORY  QF  USS  YMS  50 
One  of  the  first  three  vooden  YMS  type  of  minesweepers  to 

?S  orev  wire  'erioualy  injured  and  all  lived  to  serve  again  against 

the  Japanese . 

Her  keel  vas  laid  at  the  Wheeler  Shipbuilding  Corp . , 
»   i  !    w  v   nn  16  Julv  1941  and  on  June  6th  the  following  year 
a^°o?S'dovn  the  ways  lis     Robert  of  Riverside  Drive,  New  York 
City  £  Y  , "assistant toM?he  Chairman  of  the  War  Relief  of  the 
English  Sneaking  Union,  was  the  ship's  sponsor.  The  YMS  50 
jingiisn  apeaj^ig  u    ,       under  the  command  of  LT  Bruce  S. 

23SS? Sr '."SsK^tnd 'sSTf-^diateX?  left  for  shakedown  training 

at  Bermuda. 

Returning  to  the  U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  the 
YMS  50  effected  post -shakedown  training  repairs,  and  on  ij 
-Stemblr  1942  departed  with  the  USS  YMS  9,  USS  YMS  49,  and  USS 
YMS  10  f Sr  Pacif ibduty .  However,  the  frail  craft  encountered 
I  tremendous  storm  off  Cape  Hatteras  and  they  were  forced  to  put 
?ntf?heSs  Naval  Yard!  Charleston,  S .  C . ,  f  or  repair*,  following 
drydocking  and  repairs,  all  the  YMS- s  were  pronounced  ready  for  sea.; 

The  first  week  in  November  the  four  YMS's  departed  from 
pv,n^TP=iton  S  C   and  stopped  at  Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba,  before 
procelding'to'coco  Sol!  C^Z . ,  and  transiting  the  Panama  Canal 
Sn  11  Novimber  1942.  The  following  <^Y  three  of  the^M  8  -- 
9  49  and  50  along  with  USS  SC  746  and  the  USS  TALLULAHXAO-50; 
deputed fo  BoraSBora  where  they  arrived  the  first  of  December 
and  after  reprovisioning,  departed  on  7  December  1942  for  Brisbane, 
Australia  via  Samoa,  Fiji  and  Noumea   The  USS  YMS  10  left  Balboa 
the  same  day  as  the  others  but  a  few  hours  out  of  port  she  had  to 
turn  back  because  of  engine  trouble . 

Tarmarv  4  1943  the  three  wooden  minesweepers  arrived  at 
Brisbane  anHhe  following  day  reported  to  C0MS0UWESTPAC  for  duty . 
St  day  the  YMS  50  and  her  sister  ships  began  overhauling  the 
machinery  and  participating  in  minesweeping  drills .  On  8  March 
1943  the  YMS  50  along  with  the  other  two  ships  sailed  for  Townsville, 
Aust.,  where  they  conducted  intensive  sweeping  drills. 

The  ship's  first  actual  sweeping  operation  began  on  31 

March  when  the  YMS  50,  YMS  9  and  YMS  49  4r ^ff^SS^^uJP 
in  the  Grafton  and  Whitsunday  passages  of  the  Great  Barrier  Keei . 
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The  USS  ZANIAH  (AG  70)  was  converted  iron  a  cargo  ship  to  perform 
duty  in  World  d&r   II  in  the  restoration  of  battle  damaged  ships  in  the  forward 
areas . 

She  was  scheduled  for  construction  as  the  S.S.  ANTHONY  F.  LUCAS,  an 
EC2  Liberty  cargo  ship,  by  the  Maritime  Commission  at  the  Alabama  Dry  Dock 
and  Shipbuilding  Company.  The  hull  was  assigned  to  the  U.S.  Navy  on  23 
December  19^3  and  she  was  commissioned  USS  ZANIAH  (AK  120)  on  2  September 
19^  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Henry  Mayfield.   She  iB  named 
ior  the  star  Zaniah  in  the  constellation  of  Vir.ginis. 

Following  the  shakedown  cruises  and  underway  training,  the  ZANIAH 
transited  the  Panama  Canal  on  3  November  and  arrived  at  Pearl  Harbor  on  21 
November  19^. 

The  USS  ZANIAH  went  into  the  Navy  Yard  at  Pearl  Harbor  for  conversion 
into  a  special  barracks -store -distilling  ship. 

Six  weeks  were  required  for  the  rebuilding  job,  and  when  the  ZANIAH 
sailed  for  Manus  Island  in  the  Admiralty  group  she  was  prepared  to  berth 
the  maintenance  staff  of  a  Fleet  Service  Division  as  well  as  to  provide 
extensive  electronic  repairs  and  replenish  the  supply  departments  on  other 
ships.  In  addition,  the  installation  of  new  distilling  evaporators  would 
allow  the  ZANIAH  to  produce  over  80,000  gallons  of  fresh  water  daily . 

Because  of  the  new  type  of  duty  which  the  ZANIAH  was  to  perform,  the 
ship's  personnel  was  increased  to  800  men  and  officers.  Her  classification 
of  the  ship  was  changed  to  miscellaneous  auxiliary  ( Barracks- store s- 
distilling  ship  type)  AG-70  on  14  March  19^3,  and  her  complement  was  increased 
to  800  officers  and  men. 

The  ZANIAH  arrived  at  Manus  Island  on  25  Janurary  l$h^   and  immediately 
her  Service  Division  personnel  were  put  to  work.   They  cooperated  with  repair- 
men from  the  USS  SIERRA  (AD  18)  in  repairing  a  number  of  damaged  ships/  among 
then  the  USS  HOUSTON  (CL  8l)  which  had  been  hit  by  two  enemy  torpedoes. 

Bailing  on  18  February  the  ZANIAH  arrived  off  Florida  Island  in  the 
Solomons  to  aid  in  the  staging  of  vessels  to  be  used  in  the  invasion  of 

Okinawa. 

Following  the  departure  of  the  invasion  fleet,  the  ZANIAH  also  moved 
north  stopping  briefly  at  Hollandia,  New  Guinea  on  March  27,  Leyte, 
Philippine  Islands,  3  April  and  finally  at  Ulithi  on  13  April  19^5-  Here  the 
personnel  from  the  ZANIAH  repaired  ships  which  had  been  hit  by  Kamikaze  planes 
off  Okinawa. 
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HISTORY  0?  OSS  TAPPAHANNOCK  (A0  43) 


Although  seldom  glorified,  but  always  essential,  the  Fleet  tankers 
of  ^  the  Navy  played  an  important  part  during  World  'Jar  II.  Without  these  floating 
"oil  stations"  our  hard-hitting  task  forces  would  have  been  seriously  hampered 
in  their  march  across  the  Pacific.  The  job  of  the  Fleet  oiler  is  one  of  hard 
work  and  long  hours.  Following  close  behind  the  Fleet  she  enables  them  to 
stay  at  sea  for  months  at  a  time  while  on  an  operation.  She  keeps  them  supplied 
with  fuel  and  provisions  and  all  the  necessities  they  ordinarily  would  have  to 
put  into  port  to  obtain.  The  oiler  is  also  a  floating  post  office  to  the  fleet 
and  a  very  welcome  sight  to  the  fighting  men,  hungry  for  news  from  home,  usually 
having  from  ten  to  twenty  bags  of  mail  for  each  ship  that  she  fuels  and  she 
picks^up  their  outgoing  mail  to  take  bad:  to  mail  for  them,  therefore  keeping 
them  in  close  contact  with  their  families  and  making  the  long  weary  months  at 
sea  much  easier  to  endure.   One  such  oiler  was  the  OSS  TAPPAHANNOCK  (A0  43), 
formerly  the  SS  Jorkay. 

Built  originally  for  the  Maritime  Commission  by  the  Sun  Shipbuilding 
and  Dry  Dock  Company  of  Chester,  Pennsylvania  in  1941,  the  TAPPAHANNOCK  was 
acquired  by  the  Navy  on  29  lay  194-2,  and  was  first  placed  in  commission  on 
22  June  1942,  under  Commander  A.  0.  R,  Bergensen,  U$y. 

The  TAPPAHANNOCK  was  named  for  an  Indian  town  in  Essex  County,  Virginia, 
which  was  founded  in  1630,  and-  was  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Rappahannock. 

Affectionately  known  a."  the  "nighty  T"  by  her  older  crewmembers  the 
TAPPAHANNOCK  had  her  first  encounter  with  the  enemy  on  the  night  of  5  April 
1943  while  anchored  in  the  harbor  of  Guadalcanal  pumping  gas.  The  harbor  was 
under  a  high  level  bombing  attack  by  two-engined  Japanese  bombers.  Flares 
dropped  by  the  attacking  planes  lighted  the  TAPPAHANNOCK  like  a  Christmas  tree, 
but  fortunately  none  of  the  bombs  found  their  mark.  The  next  day  while  steaming 
out  of  the  harbor  she  was  again  attacked  by  enemy  aircraft.  This  time  five 
planes  swooped  down  upon  her.  Bombs  dropped  uncomfortably  close  and  shrapnel 
sprayed  the  ship.  Through  the  combined  efforts  of  the  escorts  and  her  own  guns, 
she  was  aole  to  drive  off  the  enemy,  and  was  officially  credited  with  shooting 
down  two  of  the  attacking  planes.  During  this  particular  attack  the  TAPP1H5NN0CK 
was  clocked  at  twenty-one  knots  and  was  thereafter  listed  as  one  of  the  fastest 
oilers  in  the  fleet. 

She  first  served  as  a  station  tanker  in  the  harbors  of  Noumea,  Tulagi,  and 
Fspintu  Santos.  Her  first  fucling-at-sea  operations  came  in  July  1943  in' 
the  Coral  tiea  at  which  time  she  fueled  the  carrier  OSS  SARATOGJ  and  the  battle- 
ships IttSSACHOSSTTS  and  NORTH  CAROLINA.  Returning  to  the  United  States  in 
August  of  that  year  she  underwent  a  routine  overhaul  and  repair  oeriod.  When 
completed  she  again  put  to  sea  carrying  a  full  load  of  fuel  to  Attu  in  the 
Aioutxans.  After  an  uneventful  trip  she  returned  to  San  Francisco,  California 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  STURGEON  (SS  187) 


Like  an  onrushing  tidal  wave,  Japanese  imperialism  engulfed  Korea,. 
Manchuria,  the  China  coast,  Indo-China,  and  then  smashed  against  Pearl  Harbor. 
The  yellow  tide  turned  to  swirl  down  through  the  Malay  Peninsula,  into  the 
Philippines,  and  across  the  Dutch  East  Indies. 

Only  one  force  had  any  chance  to  slow  the  rush  --  the  United  States 
Asiatic  Fleet,  hopelessly  outmoded  and  out-numbered.  The  Japanese  had  three 
cruisers  for  every  destroyer  the  Allies  possessed  but  our  fleet  fought  back 
until  crushed  or  driven  back  from  the  islands. 

Mainstay  of  the  Asiatic  Fleet  was  the  submarine  force.  Although 
hampered  by  faulty  torpedoes,  lack  of  repair  bases,  shortages  of  food,  ammunition 
and  fuel,  they  carried  the  war  to  the  enemy  from  the  first  days  of  World  War  II. 

One  of  the  subs  on  Asiatic  station  was  the  USS  STURGEON,  who  had  come 
out  in  November  of  1941  with  the  HOLLAND  and  three  other  submarines.  Although 
her  early  patrols  were  largely  unproductive,  by  war's  end  she  was  officially 
credited  with  nine  vessels  of  over  500  tons  each  sunk,  totaling  41,350  tons. 

One  of  16  of  similar  design,  the  STURGEON  was  built  by  the  Navy  lard, 
i-kre  Island,  California.  Her  keel  was  laid  on  Navy  Day,  27  October  1936,  and 
she  slid  down  the  ways  on  15  March  1938.  Mrs.  Charles  S.  Freeman,  wife  of 
Rear  Admiral  Freeman,  USN,  christened  the  ship,  which  was  placed  in  commission 
on  25  June  1938.  Lieutenant  Commander  A.  D.  Barnes  was  her  first  commanding 
officer.  & 

The  STURGEON  was  named  for  a  game  fish  found  throughout  the  Northern 
Temperate  Zone.  The  fish,  large,  tough- skinned,  and  bony- plated,  is  valuable 
as  a  source  for  caviar  and  isinglass. 

The  SS  187  is  the  second  ship  of  the  United  States  to  bear  the  name. 
The  first  STURGEON  was  the  SS  25,  the  26th  submarine  to  be  built  for  the  Navy 
She  was  built  by  the  Fore  River  Shipbuilding  Company,  Fore  River,  Massachusetts, 
and  launched  on  11  June  1911.  Her  name  was  changed  to  the  E-2  later  in  the 
year  and  she  was  first  placed  in  commission  on  H  February  1912.  She  was  sold 
for  scrap  in  April,  1922. 

The  STURGEON,  (SS  187),  put  to  sea  from  Mariveles  Harbor  on  8  December 
1941  to  conduct  her  first  war  patrol.  Lieutenant  Commander  William  L.  Tright 
was  in  command,  and  headed  the  craft  for  the  area  between  the  Pescadores  and 
Formosa. 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  PATUXENT  (AO  kk) 

As  the  tide  of  war  rolled  across  the  Pacific  it  became  evident  that 
our  fast  hard-hitting  task  forces  would  require  tremendous  support  forces 
lo  augment  these  forces,  and  to  supplement  its  shipbuilding  program  the 
Wavy  acquired  various  vessels  from  the  Maritime  Commission.   One  shin  so 
acquired  was  the  USS  PATUXENT  (AO  kk)   formerly  the  SS  EMM  KAY. 

«,  v   BUJlt  by  the  Sun  ShiPbuilding  Company  at  Chester,  Pennsylvania  for 
tne  Keystone  Company  she  was  acquired  by  the  Navy  in  September  19^2 /shortly 
alter  her  completion,  and  was  renamed  the  USS  PATUXENT,  .after  a  river  in 

lurtonnDavisShUSNaS  Pla°ed  ^  COraraiSSion  0n  22  October  ^  unde^  Commander 

«  -  ,?U  £  Wovember  ^k2   the  uss  PATUXENT  reported  to  the  U.S.  Naval  Base 
Norfolk,  Virginia  for  duty.  On  17  December  she  sailed  from  Norfolk  for   '' 
Curacao  in  the  Dutch  West  Indies  and  on  27  December  transited  the  Panama 
iST"L  ?6r  flrSt  fueling"at-sea  operations  were  conducted  on  k   January 

w?th  E£  I  <£l  Td   SC  65k-      Ste£minS  aCrOSS  the  Pacific>  ^   grated 

with  Task  Group  62.9  during  February  19^3  in  .:••••       .  -  the  capture 

and  defense  of  Guadalcanal.  During  this  campaign  she  supplied  aviation 
gasoline  to* the  Guadalcanal  airstrips. 

•   +/0il0Wing  the  assault  oa  Guadalcanal  she  sailed  for  the  United  States 
via  the  Fiji  Islands  arriving  at  San  Pedro,  California  on  6  March  and 
immediately  underwent  a  routine  overhaul  and  repair  period.  When  this  was 
completed  she  again  departed  for  Pacific  waters.  During  the  ensuing  months 
following  the  capture  of  Guadalcanal,  the  PATUXENT  took  an  active  part  in 
the  fueling  of  ships  and  air  fields  during  the  consolidation  of  the  Southern 
Solomons   From  10  July  19^3  until  20  November  19U3>  she  made  routine  runs 
between  Espintu  Santo,  New  Hebrides  and  Guadalcanal  and  the  Florida  Islands 
During  these  .-routine  runs,  two  cruises  were  also  made  to  Noumea.  New 
Caledonia . 

During  these  "routine  runs"  she  fueled  the  fleet  in  Purvis  Bay  and 
iulagi  Harbor,  Florida  Islands,  and  pumped  aviation  gasoline  to  Henderson 
Meld  and  other  fighter  strips  on  Guadalcanal.   On  20  November  she  left 
Noumea,  New  Caledonia  enroute  to  Wellington,  New  Zealand  carrying  mobile 
gasoline.  During  her  brief  stay  at  Wellington  the  crew  enjoyed  a  respite 
from  the  rigors  of  war.   On  27  November  the  rest  was  over  and  the  PATUXENT 
headed  back  to  Noumea.  Upon  her  return  she  resumed  the  routine  runs  which 
lasted  throughout  the  month  of  December.   On  30  December  she  left  Purvis  Bay 
for  her  first  rendezvous  with  major  ships  of  the  fleet  for  fueling-at- sea 
operations.   The  rendezvous  was  made  off  Kavieng,  New  Ireland  during  the 
strikes  there  on  31  December  19^3  -  1  Janurary  19M.   In  her  first  such 
operation  she  fueled  two  carriers  and  three  destroyers  and  then  returned  to 
Espintu  Santo.  She  sailed  from  there  on  10  Janurary  19M  and  during  the 
following  two  months,  steamed  between  Guadalcanal  and  the  New  Hebrides 
until  9  March. 
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Designed  as  a  C2  S  AJi  type  cargo  ship,  (alurther  develop;  men t  oi'  the  CL 
basic  medium  sized  cargo  vessel)  Tor  the  U.S.  Maritime  Commission,  the  SS  bTORM 
KING,  first  of  her  construction  gr. up  to  be  completed;  was  built  by  uhe  North 
Carolina  Shipbuilding  Company,  Wilmington,  North  Carolina.  The  keel  of  this 
new  cargo  ship  was  laid  on  20  June  19^3^  and  she  was  .Launched  on  17  September 
1943. 

Acquired  by  the  Navy  on  3  December  19^3>  she  was  commissioned  the  next  day 
to  be  moved  to  Staten  Island,  New  York  ior  conversion  to  a  troop  transport.   She 
was  placed  in  full  commission  on  10  February  I9hky   retaining  her  original  name 
and  was  classified  as  AP  171.   In  the  commissioning  ceremonies  Captain  Harold 
D.  Krick,  USN,  accepted  command  o.  the  troop'  transport  and  became  her  first. 
skipper . 

Upon  completion  of  her  shakedown  cruise  in  Chesapeake  Bay  in  March  19^'i;. 
she  reported  to  the  Naval  Transportation  Service  for  duty.  Troops  and  cargo 
were  loaded  at  Norfolk  and  she  stood  out  to  sea  on  lx  April  enroute  to  Pearl 
Harbor,  via  the  Panama  Canal.  Arriving  at  Pearl  Harbor  the  passengers  were 
disembarked  and  she  was  assigned  to  duty  with  Transport  Division  TWENTY  -  SIX, 
FIFTH  Amphibious  Force,  and  carried  supplies,  troops  and  equipment  from 
Honolulu  to  the  island  of  Maui  in  the  Hawaiian  chain.   On  Ik   May  19'^,  Transport 
Division  TWENTY-SIX  as  part  of  Task  Group  52.15  got  underway  ior  pre- invasion 
exercises  for  the  forthcoming  Saipan  operations.  These  exercises  were  conducted 
in  the  Maui  area.  When  the  exercises  had  been  completed  the  STORM  KING  in 
company  with  the  transport  division  departed  Honolulu  for  Saipan,  refueling 
at  Eniwetok  enroute.  The  Division  arrived  off  Saipan  on  15  June  and  commenced 
unloading  support  troops,  vehicles  and  supplies  ior  the  assault  and  occupation 
©f.  Saipan.   The  following  day  she  took  on  board  13^  casualties  and  returned  to 
Eniwetok  and  then  on  to  Pearl  Harbor  where  she  joined  the  THIRD  Amphibious  Forces, 
still  attached  to  Transport  Division  26,  for  duty  in  connection  with  the  Palau 
operation.   On  25  July  while  at  Pearl  Harbor  Captain  Harold  D.  Frick,  USN,  was 
relieved  by  Commander  Harry  J.  Hansen,  USN. 

Troops  of  the  Second  Headquarters  Group  and  the  8lst  Infantry  Division, 
U.S.  Army  were  embarked  and  rehearsals  for  the  Palau  operation  were  conducted 
on  western  Maui.   Exercises  completed,  the  troop  transport  departed  Pearl 
Harbor  in  company  with  Task  Group  32,  for  Guadalcanal  in  the  Solomon  Islands 
on  12August  l$kk,   and  then  on  to  Palau  Islands.  Landing  operations  for  the 
assault  of  Anguar  Island  began  on  17  September  and  the  STORM  KING  remained  in 
the  transport  unloading  areas  until  the  -.-twenty  second.   The  lollowing  day  as 
part  of  Task  Unit  32.19-8,  she  departed  for  Manus  in  the   Admiralty  Islands, 
arriving  at  Seeadler  Harbor  on  27  September.   Here,  in  accordance  with  orders 
from  the  Commander  of  Task  Force  78,  the  STORM  KING  and  Transport  Division  26 
were  attached  to  the  SEVENTH  Amphibious  Forces.   On  5  October  she  got  underway 
for  ports  in  New  Guinea,  joining  the  USS  SUMTER  at  Finschaien  on  9  Oct.ber. 
After  loading  troops  and  cargo  both  ships,  escorted  by  the  USS  TAYLOR,  departed 
for  Hollandia  arriving  there  on  the  fifteenth.   The  next  day  the  STORM  KING 
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HISTOitY  0?  U3S  PHCEDE  (AMc  57) 


She  was  acquired  by  the  U.S.  Navy  on  5  December  194-0  while  under 
construction  as  a  purse  seiner  at  the  Western  Boat  Building  Co.,  Tacoraa, 
Washington.  The  USS  PHOEBE  (AMc  57)  was  commissioned  on  2  May  1942. 

The  ship  is  named  for  the  bird,  Phoebe,  v. 'hich  is  one  of  the  sever.il  types 
of  American  flycatchers. 

During  World  "Tar  II  the  PHOEBE  operated  entirely  in  the  waters  off 
Alaska.  She  was  called  upon  on  1  July  194-3  to  lead  a  group  of  four  mine- 
sweepers in  sweeping  a  defensive  minefield  which  had  been  planted  in  Shagak 
Bay  and  Bay  of  Islands,  Adak,  Alaska  in  194-2.  Over  34-0  mines  were  brought  to 
the  surface  or  exploded  during  the  operation  which  ended  4-  August  194.3.  Once 
a  mine  exploded  90  feet  astern  of  the  PKOEBE,  and  although  the  ship  suffered 
some  superficial  damage,  she  was  able  to  continue  her  duties  as  a  dan  buoy 
and  mine  exploder  ship. 

Stricken  from  the  Naval  Register  on  S  January  194-6,  the  PHOEBE  was 
turned  over  to  the  Maritime  Commission  for  disposition. 

The  U-CS  PHOEBE  (AJJc  57)  earned  the  following  medals  during  World  War  II: 

American  Area  Campaign  Medal 

Asiatic-Pacific  Area  Campaign  Medal 

World  War  II  Victory  Medal 


STATISTIC- 

OVERALL  LENGTH:     95  feet  TRIAL  ,:PSED:     11  knots 

EXTREME  BEAM:       23  feet  9  inches   ;jr:. \?!ENT:       One  .50-caliber  .jiti- 

Aircraft  Machine  Gun 

ST.NDAMD  DISPLACEMENT:  205  tons      COMPLEMENT:      Three  Officers,  1A 

Enlisted  Men 


DRAFT:  11  feet 


Compiled:  26  January  1955 
Stenciled:  31  January  1955 


Division  of  Naval  History- 
Ships'  Histories  Section 
Navy  Department 


X-E    182 

■ 


m°[ 


HISTORY  OF  USS  SPANGLER  (DE  696) 


Making  their  debut  into  the  U.S.  Navy  during  VJorld  War  II,  the  tough 
little  destroyer-escorts  were  designed  to  do  the  anti-submarine  work  of  the 
full- si  zed  destroyer.  IThat  they  lacked  in  speed,  fire  power,  and  armor  was 
compensated  by  an  agility  and  maneuverability  envied  by  veteran  destroyermen 
and  feared  by  enemy  submarines. 

Between  February  1943  and  the  war's  end,  467  DE's  were  produced  by 
American  builders.  One  such  ship,  the  USS  SPANGLER,  began  to  take  shape 
on  28  April  1943  when  her  keel  was  laid  at  the  Fefoe  Ship  Building  Company, 
Bay  City,  Michigan. 

The  ship  was  named  in  honor  of  LT  ( jg)  Donald  Hays  Spangler,  USN, 
who  was  born  in  Albion,  Indiana  on  29  May  1918.  He  attended  Purdue  Univer- 
sity, Lafayette,  Indiana,  and  entered  the  Naval  Academy  in  1938.   He  was 
graduated  in  1941  and  on  3  January  1942  reported  to  the  FIRST  Naval  District, 
Boston,  Massachusetts  for  duty  aboard  the  USS'  ATLANTA.  He  was  promoted  to 
the  grade  of  Lieutenant  (junior  grade)  on  1  October  1942.  Lieutenant  Spangler 
was  killed  in  enemy  action  on  13  November  1942  when  the  USS  ATLANTA  was  sunk 
during  the*  Battle  for  Guadalcanal. 

At  the  launching  on  15  July  1943  the  ship  was  christened  by  Mrs.  Myrtle 
E.  Spangler,  mother  of  the  ship's  namesake.  The  SPANGLER  was  commissioned 
on  31  October  1943  at  the  Algiers  Navy  Yard,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  and 
placed  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Commander  W*  A.  Burgett,  USN. 

After  a  brief  shakedown  cruise  in  and  around  Bermuda,  the  SPANGLER^ got 
underway  in  convoy  on  24  December  1943  for  the  Pacific,  via  Panama.  Arriving 
at  Bora  Bora,  Society  Islands  on  20  January,  she  rec-ived  orders  to  rendez- 
vous at  sea  with  convoy  Task  Unit  116.15.3  as  flagship  of  Commander  Escort 
Division  39  and.  proceed    to  Espiritu  Santo,  New  Hebrides.  On  12  February 
she  escorted  the  USS  SHASTA  to  Purvis  Bay,  Florida  Island,  and  two  days 
later  took  up  patrol  station  off  the  coast  of  Guadalcanal.  On  the  17th  she 
escorted  the  USS  ALNITAH 'to  "Tor okina: Point,  Bougainville,  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  February  patrolling  off  Blanche  Harbor,  Treasury  Island,  and 
Purvis  Bay,  Florida  Island. 

From  March  1st  until  May  28th  1944,  the  SPANGLER  escorted  convoys  of 
merchant  ships  and  transports  on  shuttle  runs  between  various  South  Pacific 
Islands.   Her  ports  of  call  included  Koli  Point,  Guadalcanal,  Lunga  Point, 
Espiritu  Santo,  Noumea,  Purvis  Bay,  Mujuro  Atoll,  Emirau,  Rendova,  Seeadler 
Harbor,  and  Purvis  Bay. 

On  12  May,  Lieutenant  D.  J.  McFarlane,  USHR  relieved  Lieutenant 
Commander  W.  A.  Burgett,  USN  as  skipper  of  the  SPANGLER. 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  ORISKANY  (CVA  34) 


The  construction  of  the  USS  ORISKANY  (CVA  34)  began  at  the  New  York 
Naval  Shipyard  when  the  keel  was  laid  on  1  May  1944- .  The  ORISKANY,  launched 
on  13  October  1945,  several  months  after  the  Japanese  surrender,  was  sponsored 
by  Mrs.  Clarence  Cannon,  wife  of  the  Honorable  Clarence  Cannon,  Member  of 
Congress  from  Missouri.  After  her  launching  she  went  into  mothballs  until 
1950.  When  the  ship  was  commissioned  during  formal  ceremonies  on  25  September 
1950,  Captain  Percy  H.  Lyons,  USN,  read  his  orders  and  assumed  command  of  the 
ship. 

The  USS  ORISKANY  carries  the  proud  name  of  the  Battle  of  Oriskany, 
The  Battle  of  Oriskany,  6  August  1777,  turned  back  a  British  invasion  of  the 
Mohawk  Valley,  intended  to  split  the  Colonies  in  two.  The  engagement,  often 
termed  the  "bloodiest  battle  of  the  Revolution"  occurred  when  the  Tyron 
Militia,  led  by  General  Nicholas  Herkimer,  marched  into  an  ambush  carefully 
laid  by  the  Mohawk  Chief  Joseph  Brant,  and  a  few  British  regulars  in  a  wooded 
ravine  with  steeply  sloping  sides.  The  advance  guard  of  Americans  had  slogged 
their  way  through  a  bog  at  the  bottom  of  the  ravine  when  they  were  picked 
off  by  a  sudden  burst  of  musket  fire.  Herkimer  and  many  of  his  officers  were 
among  the  first  to  fall.  Hand-to-hand  fighting  began.  Directed  by  the  wounded 
Herkimer,  the  survivors  fought  on  until  the  Indians  and  British  retreated. 

The  battle  takes  its  name  from  the  Mohawk  Indian  village  nearby.  In 
the  Mohawk  dialect,  Oriska  means  "a  place  of  nettles."  The  ending  "any" 
indicates  the  presence  of  water.  Thus,  Oriskany  represents  "a  place  of  nettles 
on  water," 

The  ORISKANY1 s  first  assignment,  even  before  her  shakedown  cruise  off 
Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba  with  Carrier  Air  Group  ONE  embarked.  At  Guantanamo 
gunnery  crews  set  an  all-time  record  in  marksmanship. 

Following  her  shakedown  cruise  the  carrier  returned  to  Quonset  Point, 
Rhode  Island,  her  home  port,  and  prepared  for  a  Mediterranean  cruise  at  the 
New  York  Naval  Shipyard  at  Brooklyn. 

Departing  from  Quonset  on  15  May  1951  with  Carrier  Air  Group  FOUR 
aboard,  she  set  a  course  for  the  Mediterranean.  Passing  the  Rock  of  Gibraltar 
she  joined  the  6th  Fleet  at  Augusta,  Sicily  on  27  May,  relieving  the  carrier 
SAIPAN.   In  the  next  four  months,  the  ORISKANY  visited  most  of  the  major 
Mediterranean  ports:  Athens,  Greece;  Iraklion  and  Suda  Bay,  Crete;  Tripoli, 
Libya;  Izmif,  Turkey;  Naples,  Genoa  and  La  Spezia,  Italy;  Cannes  and  Golfe  Juan 
on  the  French  Riviera. 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  NA8TAHALA  (.'-0  60) 

Though  vulnerable  and  hard-working,  oilers  share  but  a  small  part  of 
the  glory  of  naval  warfare.  Yet,  as  they  pump  the  life's  blood  of  fuel  to 
the  myriad  ships  and  aircraft,  they  might  well  bo  termed  the  heart  of  the  fleet, 

Named  for  a  river  in  North  Carolina,  the  USS  IL^NTAHALA  was  originally 
designed  for  the  Maritime  Commission.  While  still  under  construction  at  the 
Bethlehem- Sparrows  Point  Shipyard,  Inc.,  at  Sparrows  Point,  Maryland,  she 
was  taken  over  by  the  Navy  and  launched  on  29  April  1944.  At  the  commissioning 
on  19  June  of  that  year,  Commander  Palmer  II,  Gunnell,  USN  assumed  command. 

As  U.S.  troops  swarmed  ashore  on  Guam  on  22  July,  the  USS  FANTAHALA 
departed  the  United  States  in  company  with  the  NEMASKET  and  OBERRENDER  en- 
route  to  Aruba,  Netherlands  Y'ost  Indies.  Hero  she  took  on  a  full  load  of 
fuel  oil,  die sol  oil,  and  aviation  gasoline,  and  sailed  for  the  Panama  Canal. 
At  Balboa  she  reported  for  duty  with  the  Pacific  Fleet,  and  on  3  August  sailed 
with  the  OBERRENDER  for  Pearl  Harbor.   Six  days  out  she  fueled  her  escort  in 
her  first  fueling- at- sea  operation. 

The  two  ships  arrived  at  Pearl  Harbor  on  16  August,  .and  two  days  later 
the  N.iNTAHiA  joined  a  convoy  of  escort  carriers  bound  for  Eniwetok.  The 
ship  was  diverted  from  this  convoy  on  the  24-th  to  proceed  to  Kwajalcin,  where 
for  the  following  week  she  acted  as  station  oiler.   On  10  September  the 
N/iWAHALA  reported  to  Guam,  just  one  month  after  that  island  had  boon  secured. 

Since  6  September  the  planes  of  Task  Force  38  had  been  hitting  Yap, 
the  Pelews,  and  airfields  in  the  Philippines.  On  the  19th,  the  NANTAHALA 
joined  Task  Group  38.3,  at  a  position  almost  midway  between  Palau  and  the 
Central  Philippines.  In  her  first  fleet  operation  she  fueled  one  battleship, 
two  carriers,  two  cruisers  and  eight  destroyers.  The  next  day  she  delivered 
her  remaining  fuel  to  the  TAPPAHAOT0CK  and  returned  with  her  unit  to  Guam. 
Between  the  24th  and  23th  of  September  she  again  fueled  the  ships  of  Task 
Group  38.3  and  Task  Group  38.2. 

Back  in  Saipan  she  received  cargo  from  two  other  partially  full  oilers 
and  sailed  to  Ulithi  for  duty  as  station  tanker,  only  one  week  after  it  was 
taken  without  resistance  from  the  Japanese.  From  that  time  until  21  October 
she  spent  many  busy  days  fueling  ships  of  Task  Force  38;  as  many  as  16  in  one  " 
day. 

For  the  remainder  of  1944  the  oiler  supported  strikes  of  Task  Force  38 
or  58  on  Formosa,  Luzon  and  Okinawa.  She  would  leave  port  with  a  full  load  to 
meet  the  main  replenishment  group,  and  rendezvous  with  the  Task  Force  between 
strikes.  TJhcn  the  NAITT.JIALA  became  nearly  empty  she  would  either  take  more 
cargo  from  other  oilers  or  would  pump  the  remainder  of  her  cargo  to  another 
ship  and  return  to  Ulithi  for  another  load. 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  O'BRIEN  v 

To  secure  lumber  needed  for  the  defense  of  Boston,  the  British  in 
June  of  1775  sent  two  small  lumber  sloops  belonging  to  a  well-known  Tory, 
Ichabod  Jones,  to  Machias,  Maine.  The  UNITY  and  the  POLLY,  both  loaded 
with  provisions  which  were  badly  needed  at  the  frontier  settlement,  were 
convoyed  by  the  armed  schooner  J1ARGARETTA,  commanded  by  Midshipman  Moore, 
a  nephew  of  High  Admiral  Graves  of  the  Royal  Fleet  in  Boston. 

The  convoy  arrived  on  2  June  1775,  and  on  the  third,  Moore  circulated 
a  paper  for  signatures  guaranteeing  safe  passage  for  the  lumber.  The  towns- 
people voted  to  refuse  the  lumber,  whereupon  the  schooner  moved  into  a 
commanding  position  near  the  village.  Thus  threatened,  the  villagers  held 
a  town  meeting  and  the  majority  voted  to  allow  Ichabod  Jones  to  get  the 
lumber  and  to  permit  the  individual  purchase  of  provisions. 

Jones  aroused  more  ill-will  by  distributing  the  provisions  only  to 
those  who  had  voted  in  his  favor.  Midshipman  Moore,  an  Acting  Lieutenant 
added  to  the  flame  by  announcing  that  a  liberty  pole  erected  on  the  village 
green  must  be  taken  down  or  the  town  would  be  fired  upon.  Sensing  that 
there  would  eventually  be  trouble,  the  people  secretly  sent  to  several 
settlements  round  about  for  reinforcements. 

A  plan  to  seize  Moore,  Jones  and  their  men  while  they  attended  church 
on  Sunday,  11  June,  failed  when  Moore  saw  armed  men  approaching  the  meeting 
house  and  ran.  Jones  took  to  the  woods,  where  he  hid  for  several  days 
before  being  captured.  Moore  then  threatened  to  bombard  the  town. 

The  colonists  took  possession  of  both  lumber  sloops  and  began  stripping 
them.  The  MARGAR3TTA  made  for  the  POLLY  in  the  dusk  and  forced  her  to  slip 
her  cable  and  run  aground.  Several  men  had  gone  down  the  river  in  boats  and, 
taking  a  position  overlooking  the  schooner,  demanded  that  she  surrender  or 
be  fired  on.  Receiving  for  an  answer  "Fire  and  be  damned,"  they  engaged  her 
in  a  sharp  engagement  until  she  at  last  slipped  her  cable  and  dropped  down- 
stream. Coming  upon  a  small  sloop,  the  HARGARETTA  lashed  herself  to  the 
sloop  for  the  rest  of  the  night  and  on  the  morning  made  all  sail  to  get  away, 
taking  a  Captain  Tobey  from  the  sloop.  But,  having  carried  away  her  main 
boom,  the  ship  delayed  lortg  enough  to  intercept  a  sloop  from  the  Bay  of 
Fundy,  taking  her  boom  and  gaff  and  most  of  her  provisions,  together  with  • 
Robert  Avery  of  Norwich. 

About  40  men  armed  with  guns,  swords,  axes  and  pitchforks  went  aboard 
the  UNITY  and  sailed  in  pursuit.  Jeremiah  O'Brien  assumed  command.   On  board 
were  his  five  brothers,  Gideon,  John,  "Jilliam,  Dennis  and  Joseph.  About  20 
armed  in  the  same  fashion  went  in  a  small  schooner  under  Benjamin  Foster. 
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iHST0::Y  OF  USS  ADIHRAL 


l.r.   3  N'ON  (AN  120) 


FO^NIA 


The  largest  ship  to  be  built  on  the  treat  coast  since  the  USc  CoiIFQ 
(BD  44)  was  constructed  in  1919  was  the  US5  jjfttBUL  7.£;  B-USOK  (;j>  120). 

Scheduled  to  be  the  prototype  of  the  new  flDMFUL  class  of  transports, 
the  4DNINAL  BNNr0N»s  keel  was  laid  on  10  December  1942  at  the  Bethlehem 
Shipbuilding  Co.'s  Alameda,  California  yards.  She  as  built  by  the  N'aritirae 
Commission  and  obtained  for  U.S.  Navy  use  under  a  Bareboat  Charter. 

The  ship' s  name  was  assigned  on  20  October  1943  to  honor  the  memory  of 
ADII  Nilliam  Shepherd  Benson,  USN,  class  of  1877.  He  commanded  the  USS  ALBANY, 
USS  NISSOURI  (BB  11)  and  the  USS  UTAH  (BE  31).  He  was  also  Supervisor  of  the 
Third,  Fourth  and  Fifth  Naval  Districts.  He  was  the  first  Chief  of  Naval 
Operations  having  been  appointed  to  that  post  upon  its  creation  by  Congress 
in  1915.  He  retired  from  active  duty  on  25  September  1919  and  died  on  20  lav 
1932.  Some  of  his  outstanding  decorations  were  the  following:  Distinguished 
Service  Jledal  (Navy),  Distinguished  Service  Medal  (Nar  Department),  Grand 
Cross  Legion  of  Honor  (France),  Grand  Cross  Order  of  St.  Nichael  and  St.  George 
(Great  Britain),  Order  of  the  Rising  Sun,  First  Class  (Japan),  and  the  Oner 
of  St.  Gregory  the  Great  (military  Order,  First  Order)  (Pope  Benedict  XV) , 

The  ADMIRAL  "'7.3.  B'TNON  slid  down  the  ways  at  Alameda  on  22  November 
1943.  However,  it  wasn't  until  23  August  1944  that  she  was  commissioned  and 
ready  for  active  duty.  CAPT  Francis  H.  Gardner,  USN,  too!:  command  and  moved 
the  ADNIAAL  BFN''0N  from  Alameda  to  the  Naval  Supply  Depot  at  Oakland,  Calif., 
the  same  day  for  provisioning  and  fitting  out. 

On  1  September  1944  the  APNINAL  BNN'ON  stood  out  of  San  Francisco  Bay 
and  .passed  under  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  bound  for  San  Pedro,  California,  and 
shakedown  training.  Afterwards  the  ADI.uT.AL  3NNS0H  was  temporarily  assigned  to 
Small  Craft  Training  Center,  Terminal  Island,  San  Pedro  to  provide  training 
cruises  for  the  crews  of  several  attack  transports. 

An  availability  was  secured  in  the  Todd  Shipbuilding  Go.  to  accomplish 
some  necessary  repairs  on  the  ADNINAL  3NNS0N  and  she  tied  up  there  on  15 
October  1944.  These  were  completed  on  22  November  1944  and  the  .JNIINAL  B^'CN- 
reported  to  the  Chief  of  Naval  Operations,  Naval  Transport  Service  and  the 
Commandant  of  the  Ne stern  Sea  Frontier  for  duty. 

The  following  day  the  ADHINAL  SANSON  moored  to  the  embarkation  dock  at 
Nilmington,  California,  and  completed  provisioning  and  topped  off  her  .Nad 
tanks.  On  the  28th  the  advanced  troop  detail  embarked  and  the  following  day 
the  remainder  of  the  4376  Army  officers  and  enlisted  men  filed  onboard. 


c 


^n^on  of  N?vsl  History 
Ship's  History  Section 
Navy  Department 

HISTORY  OF  USS  NIPSIC 
Built  by  the  U.  S.  Havy  at  tha  Portsmouth  ^  fard  £or  duty^ 

with  the  u» i*  "gf«55'^ssS?«5fSS^ lut™  «•*.», 

?,Unefor0:oreh?hSShalrSa°=eC"ur.  before  being  determined  unrepair- 
able  and  sold  in  1912. 

,       -,  -imi A   ««   o&  December  1362  and  she  vas   launched 

r  J^tFtf  ?he  miow?ng  year  w5h  Miss  Reheooa  Scott  of  Vash- 

SdSvLCihrffr^t0°^SSVh^shipnto  oarry  the  name.      She  vas 
named  for  Nipsic  Lake,  Ontario,   Canada. 

She  vas  commissioned  on  |  Sept ember  136 3  entailed  on^ 

October  17th  for  duty  with  the  South ^JW" ^^  ardswa3  forced 
Hovevervhileundervay  she  developed  engxn^^       ^         Qc 

to  put  in  at  the  u.  b.  ■*JjL1~"4^r  „neven  da^s  later  she    -.arrived 

repairs       "WglflLga  g^g^  on  5  November  1863  and  reported 

off  Mewis  a  Island,   Sout.n  oaruin^)    uu,-^  _      _+      Ttot\T 
?or  duty  to  Rear  Admiral  Samuel  Francis  Dupont ,   DOT. 

j,,+-«-  o-p-p  rviA-nlpqtovn  was  broken   on  27  June 

SLt^rrharIestovnfunet?f?prritl8S5hvherfhe!onfederate  States 
surrendered:     ?hen  she  steamed  north  to  Boston  for  repairs . 

From  July  1365  to  August  1367  she  served  with  the  South 

StSS-Sf  E  SS  SJ^t  1  o|t  j r     an ^mmerce  and  interests 

Returning  to  the  U.  S.  Navy .Jf*^?^*^' in' January  1870  joined 
NIPSIC  received  repairs to *"  "achiner  r  and  «  .  route  for 

the  Darien.  Expedition  which  was    .aent  out  November  1870 

a  canal,  across  the.Istta.UB  of f%»%igfig&  Island  and  then 

she   cruised  the   fishing  vatei s   u±i    ll1" 
rejoined  the  expedition. 

In   llpvil  1372   the  NIPSIC  relieved  the  USS  NANTASXET   in  the 

j    ^v,   in    npfnhPT-  i87Q   she   sailed  once   again  for 
Re  commissioned  on  11  Octooer  ioij  3Li*   °     M       b  i 880  when 

the  West   Indian  waters  where  she  remained  until  March  1880  wnen 

she  departed  for  the  European  Station. 

O-oeratine  from  Ville  Franche,   France,    the   NIPSIC   cruised 

in  the  ^g^^lfSrSSS  oflfarfhfL^S^d^o  the 
west   coasts   of  Africa  totil  the   sprin g  w    x     j  Atlantic 

Iairdron1nejuneFS»3¥anl  ESai^ta'oSS'E  that,  station  until 
March  ™86  when  sue  returned  to  Washington  for  repairs  . 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  MONTAGUE  (AKA  98) 

Built  by  the  Federal  Drydock  Shipbuilding  Co.,  Kearny,  N.J.,  the  USS  _  _ 
MONTAGUE  (AKA  98)  arrived  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  battle  area  just  as  the  hostilities 
were  coming  to  a  close.  Nevertheless,  the  attack  cargo  ship  remained  on  active 
duty  and  has  seen  service  with  the  occupation  forces  in  both  Europe  and  Asia, 
the  United  CNations  forces  in  Korea  and  helped  in  the  evacuation  of  free 
Vietnamese  people  from  Communist  Vietminh. 

Her  keel  was  laid  as  the  MC  Hull  No.  220,  under  supervision  of  the  Maritime 
Commission.  However,  the  Navy  requested  her  for  service  with  the  fleet  and  she 
was  named  the  USS  MONTAGUE  (AKA  98)  on  1  August  19W.  She  was  launched  on  12 
February  19U5  with  Mrs.  Irving  S.  Olds,  wife  of  the  chairman  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  U.S.  Steel  Co.,  acting  as  sponsor.  The  ship  is  named  for 
Montague  County,  Texas. 

The  MONEAGUE  was  turned  over  fo-.the  U.S.  Navy  on  a  loan  basis  from  the 
Maritime  Commission  on  13  April  19^5  and  the  following  day  she  was  commissioned 
under  the  command  of  Captain  B.  H.  Thomas,  USNR. 

The  MONTAGUE  completed  her  fitting  out  at  the  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard  and,  after 
deperming  at  Bayonne,  New  Jersey,  she  departed  for  Norfolk  Virginia,  on  23 
April  to  conduct  her  shakedown  training  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay  Area.  By  11  May 
her  shakedown  training  was  completed,  and  the  ship  loaded  cargo  at  the  Naval 
Operating  Base,  Norfolk,  Virginia,  until  18  May  when  she  steamed  out  of  Hampton 
Roads  en  route  to  Balboa,  Canal  Zone,,  arriving  there  on  2k   May  19*5-  Y«J£S 
drills  and  exercises  were  conducted  en  route  to  Pearl  Harbor  and  the  MONTAGUE 
had  a  smoother  working  crew  when  she  arrived  there  on  10  June . 

Captain  B.H.  Stomas,  USNR,  was  relieved  as  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
MONTAGUE  on  26  June  by  Commander  R.  M.  G.  Swany,  Jr.,  USNR. 

While  loading  cargo  at  Pearl  Harbor,  the  MONTAGUE  was  attached  to  the 
Administrative  Command,  Amphibious  Forces,  U.S.  Pacific  Fleet.  On  2  July  she 
departed  Pearl  Harbor  with  a  load  of  cargo  for  Eniwetok  where  she  was  anchored 
from  10-13  July,  and  then  the  MONTAGUE  was  on  her  way  to  Ulithi.  Here  she  joined 
a  convoy  and  departed  for  Okinawa.  She  dropped  her  anchor  off  Machante,  Okinawa, 
3  August  to  debark  passengers. 

Very  early  the  next  morning,  the  ship  was  alerted  for  enemy  planes.  One  of, 
the  Jap  planes  was  observed  over  Hagushi  anchorage  while  shore  batteries  rumbled 
and  dotted  the  sky  with  shellbursts.  The  ship's  routine  was  interrupted  by  air 
raid  alerts  on  five  of  the  eight  days  spent  on  Okinawa.  Most  of  the  alerts  came 
in  the  early  morning  or  in  the  evening.  It  was  with  little  regret  that  the  ship 
departed  for  Ulithi  on  13  August. 

By  the  time  MONTAGUE  had  dropped  her  anchor  at  Ulithi,  the  war  had  ended 
with  the  Japanese  surrender.  The  ship's  duties  continued  although  the  shooting 
had  stopped.  By  August  28,  she  was  back  on  her  way  to  Okinawa,  this  time 
dropping  her  hook  in  Buckner  Bay  and  later  at  Nana  Harbor. 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  REDWING  (MSC  200 )  (ex-AMS  200 ) 

*   +.„  latest  snail  coastal  minesweeper-  to  join  t.e  Mine  Force,  U.S. 
Atlant?ceFlLt  t"f  USS  SlNG °(MSC  200)  (ex-AMS  200)  is  the  second  mine-     ; 
keepers,  and the  second  s.ip  in  U.S.  Navy  history  to  carry  the  name  of  the 
Sean Wush  which  is  so  prevalent  throughout  the  United  States. 

This  second  vessel  was  constructed  by  the  Tampa  Marine  Co.,  ^a> 
Ihis  Beconovebt,  Commissioned  on  T  January  1955  under 

Florida,  and  launched  on  29  Af  AnSson  USN  she  took  suakedown  training  at 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  R.  L.  Anderson,  U»«,  bob  w        t„.t,  e  baae  Qf 

Charleston,  S.  0.,  and  ha.  coat ^gf^".0"*,0?  *  ? u*°y  19'55  Lr  desig- 

tie  Commander,  Mine  Force,  U.b.  Atlantic  neeu.     i 
nation  was  changed  to  MSC  200  or  minesweeper  coastal. 

The  first  ship  so  named  was  the  USS  REDWING  (ARS  k)   <«^  J*^^  ' 
hy  t,e  Sltimore  Dr?  Dock  and  Shipbuilding  Co . ,  Baltimore  Md   tae  ™^ 
,1     i^a   or,  c:  Aumiqt  lQl8  and  sr.e  was  launched  on  (   June  iyiy.  !"■=-•  iiC^ 
TnZ^,   Sfe  ofSLSia,t  P.A.  Platan,  USN,  ; the  prospective  co^ad- 
ing  officer,  was  the  ship's  sponsor. 

Counissioned  on  1,  October  19 19  ander  the  coonand  of  Lieutenant  Plagemnn, 
the  MKW  opiated  out  of  Sew  York  City  on  various  ^«^%£  j£U 
1U  ApSl  1922  *en  she  was  placed  out  of  co^on  at  Rev  YorK.  ££r  »  ^^ 

ship  operated  out  of  the  po  t *<**££  r       nellt  duty  at  that  station. 
t££?t   SSe^fshrreal  ed  her  -stination  on  «  *  ^t^mo 

29  Augusf 19U1.  At  the  same  time  her  designation  was  changed  to  ARS  4,  or 
submarine  rescue  vessel. 

Converted  at  the  U.S.  Navy  Yard,  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  the  REDWING  was  recon- 
aiSsioned  on  26  October  19*1  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  (junior  grade) 
Martin  Conrad  Sibitzky,  USN. 

Following  shakedown  training  and  a  repair  period  the  REDWING reported 
to  the  cSandtr-in-Chief ,  U.S.  Atlantic  Fleet  and £*£**£  departing    • 
Icelandic  waters  to  preform  towing  ^^gLSTtoSSSna  three  dfys  - 
from  New  York  the  same  day,  she  stopped  at  Arge ntia  Bewloun 
later  and  on  November  29th  sailed  to  join  Task  Force  ft.  &ne  ar  p» 
Reykjavik,  Iceland,  on  9  December  19*1. 

Operating  in  and  out  of  Reykjavik  on  jj^^c^^t^ 
REDWING  was  called  upon  in  January  19*2 to  preform  one  -  ed     line 

jobs  in  the  war.  Shortly  after  New  Year  ^&*£*  P£^  *       frpn  her 
harge  belonging  to  the  Polling  Brother  s  New  ^KCit,,  br  K    ^   ^ 
moorings  in  the  New  York  Harbor  and  «J**£*_2^*^^B  from  Reykjavik, 
and  near  the  end  of  the  month,  she  was  ^f^eSL  traveler  and  so  adoritly 

sss  s  sis^h^r^r  —  -  — - 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  ALAMANCE-  (AKA  75) 

«  u  1*  Wir  II  the  USS  ALAMANCE,  (AKA  75) 
Completed  in  the  late  stages  of  World  ar   ,  ^ 

participated  extensively  in  the  roll-up  oi  tne  s  returned  to 

?n Ine Philippine  Islands  and  **<£*£*  &^2£***£   -Id  to  the 
its  builders,  the  Maritime  Commission,  i^ere  sne 
South  SStic  Steamship  Line  Co . ,  Savannah,  Ga . . 

v   iQkk  nt  the  North  Carolina  Ship  Building 
Her  keel  was  laid  on  15  September  ig*  at  the  Nor         ^  ^ 
Co   Wiloington,  Del.,  as  MC  Hull  No.  1405-  JST  V>  *        christened  the 
f^a—  and  at  0830  she  slid  g^*^ £££&*,   the  wife  of 

District  to  Congress. 

Burlington. 

4.  +*„  II  S  Nan  on  a  bareboat  charter  basis 
The  vessel  was  turned  over  to  the £.»*  ^  Charleston, 

on  22  December  1$*  «*,*.  was  taken  to  the^U  S j^jJF   ^     ^  Qn  g 

S&^?»^  -hnltein,  USNB,  in  command. 

Several  days  were  ^^^f^  SSS&^TftT     I 
ALAMANCE  sailed  to  the  U.S.  »*&^™£i       q£,   was  pronounced  ready  for 
shakedown  cruise  followed  ^ //e?QXr  *^i  c^rol  was  transferred  to  the 
Stat  on  20  January  19>5  and  JJJ*^}*-*  Reding  to  the  U.S.  Naval 
Commander  Service  Force,  ^-Atlantic  d    ral  ^go  and  on 

Supply  Depot,  Bayonne,  ^Jersey,  ^*™    yiQ  the  Panam3  Canal.  She 
February  12th  she  was  underway  for  gQ£      and  the  following  day  reported 
transited  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  ™^%£™   for  duty.  She  departed  from 
££  5S2^«3^iiS^  Pearl  Hnrbor  on  >  March  »» 

Three  days  later  the  ALAMANCE  was  ^signed  tojhe  ^nderjransport 
Division  FIFTY-SIX  for  loading  and  OPerowjonal^onxr^  ^^  ^ 

Transport  Division  SIXTY-FIVE  for  ^^^J^^Xbor  and  the  Philippine 
31  July  the  ALAMANCE  made  ^e^^  StopTv^re  made  at  Palau  and  Saipan  ,*, 
Islands  transporting  general  cf^°'     ^S   jg  alamANCE  transported  various 
islands  during  these  trips.  In  a^1?*'    Qnd  the  KIKTH  Army  Corps  from 

from  the  Palau  Islands  to  Saipan. 

L  «   i  Rorw  the  ship  commenced  embarking  personnel 
On  11  August  19*5  at  Pearl  ^f JJ^^L  and  sortied  that  evening 
and  equipment  of  the  98th  ^^^^elTers   off  the  Training  Area,  Maui, 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  PCS  1386 

Although  the  service  record  of  the  USS  PCS  1386  fails  to  show  any 
battle  "ars  earned  or  submarines  sunk,  the  ship ' s  of f icers  and  enlxsted  men 
w  the  satLned  feeling  of  knowing  that  their  136-foot  submarine  chaser 
ptayeSa  pJlncSl  part  in  the  destruction  of  many  Axis  subnarxnes. 

She  was  constructed  by  the  Wheeler  Shipbuilding  Corp . ,  «4£g"?»  ^ng 
Island  N.y!  And  her  keel  was  laid  on  15  May  19*3.  She  was  launched  on  28 

R.  McMahan,  USNR. 

Her  shakedown  cruise  was  made  off  the  U.S.  Nav al  Front ^Station,      \ 
Tompkinsville  (Staten  Island,  N.Y.,  which  was  completed  by  ^^Lidn 
Following  a  post- shakedown  availability,  she  departed  for  Key  West,  Florida, 
whisht  arrived  on  25  November  l*t.  The  PC  B  13B  6  was  then  assxgned  ; to 
+*»  T?iPPt  Sound  School  Squadron  which  was  attached  to  the  U.S.  wavy  fieex, 
Sund  School   The  Sssion  of  the  PCS  1386  was  to  provide  the  school's  off xcer 
and  enfistod  students  with  actual  practice  *™?%^^ttSJ1£? 
submarines.  Many  of  the  students  who  once  walked  the  PCS  1336  s  decks jere 
at  toe  "stock- range  recorder  and  attack  plotter  of  destroyers^and  destroyer 
Escorts  wntch'  sought  out  and  destroyed  Axis  submarines  in  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  Oceans  during  World  War  II. 

(Wratinc  mainlv  from  Key  West,  the  PCS  1386  has  regularly  called  at 
such  pSts  as  Tam^lt.  Petersburg  and  Panama  City  in  Florida  and  Guantanamo 
Bay  Cute.  However  in  the  year  1950  she  was  in  Havanna  Cuba  from  10-12 
November  and  in  the  following  year  she  was  moored  at  the  docks  below  the 
Cuban  capiSl'  for  two  days  commencing  k  May.  In  1952  her  routine  was  broken 
£  s?e  denStod  for  Newport,  R.I.,  where  she  arrived  on  8  January  and  remained 
until  Fe^ry "t,  operating  in  the  Narragansett  Bay  area  -  trainxng  maneuvers 
She  reached  Key  West  on  February  8th  and  remaxned  untxl  30  May  when  sne  saxxea 
to  HavanS  where  she  was  docked  until  1  June.  She  returned  to  Havanna  durxng 
the  period  31  October  -  2  November. 

Returning  to  Newport  on  lfc  August  1952  she  remained  in  the  operating 
area  until  September  nth  and  then  sailed  to  New  York  City  where  she  was 
moored  from  12-15  September.  A  two-day  stop  was  made  at  J-folk  Virginxa 
before  returning  to  train  students  at  Key  West.  The  PCS  13»6  s  routine  was 
broken  from  U-5  December  as  she  visited  Havanna. 

Durina  195^  the  PCS  1386  was  based  at  Havanna  from  15  May  to  July 26th 
and  theTshf  returned  to  Key  West  only  to  sail  once  again  for  Havanna  where 
sne  was  moored  from  23-25  October.  That  fall  she  vxsxted  the  port  of  New 
Orleans  for  the  first  time  between  lU-19  November. 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  EDISTO  (AGB  2)  (ex-AG  89) 

At  home  among  the  ice  packs  and  ice  bergs  of  both  the  Artie  and  Antartic 
Oceans  as  well  as  the  open  seas  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  the  USS 
EDISTO  (AGB  2)  (ex-AG  89)  has  aided  the  U.S.  Navy  in  pioneering  the  development 
of  cold  weather  equipment  and  the  establishment  of  scientific  and  military 
bases  in  both  Polar  Regions. 

The  second  icebreaker  to  join  the  U.S.  Navy,  the  EDISTO' s  construction  was 
authorized  by  Congress  on  17  December  19^3-  Since  the  U.S.  Navy  had  no  real 
experience  in  the  construction  of  icebreakers,  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  was  called 
in  for  advisement  since  that  branch  of  service  had  operated  ships  of  this 
particular  type  for  many  years  prior  to  World  War  II.  Captain  Edward  H.  Thiele, 
USCG,  who  had  designed  the  Coast  Guard's  icebreakers,  was  detailed  to  the 
shipyards  of  the  Western  Pipe  &  Steel  Co.,  San  Pedro,  California,  to  assist  the 
Navy-designated  Superintendent  of  Ships  during  the  EDISTO* s  construction. 

Construction  of  the  EDISTO  progressed  slowly  from  the  date   •'  her  keel  was 
laid  on  15  May  19^5  because  the  hull  was  to  have  a  maximum  thickness  of  1  5/8  - 
inch  thickness  and  a  maximum  tensive  strength  of  86,000  pounds  per  square  inch 
to  withstand  the  pressure  of  the  icefields  which  the  ship  would  "buck" 
during  her  active  service. 

Launched  on  29  May  I9U6,  the  EDISTO  was  sponsored  by  Mrs.  George  B.  Gelly, 
wife  of  Captain  George  B.  Gelly,  USCG  (Ret.),  who  was  at  one  time  the  Captain 
of  the  Port  of  Los  Angeles. 

The  vessel  is  named  after  Edisto  Island,  which  is  located  about  20  miles 
south  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina.  The  island  derives  its  name  from  the 
Edisto  Indians  who  once  inhabited  the  area  and  from  the  fact  that  the  Edisto 
River  circumscribes  the  island. 

Commissioned  on  20  March  19^+7  under  the  command  of  Commander  E.  C.  Folger, 
USN,  the  EDISTO  immediately  headed  south  for  the  Panama  Canal  and  conducted 
shakedown  training  enroute.  Passing  through  the  Panama  Canal  on  April  21st, 
she  arrived  at  New  York  on  1  May.  Following  post-shakedown  repairs,  the  EDISTO 
passed  over  the  Artie  Circle  for  the  first  time  on  a. training  mission  to  Thule, 
Greenland,  where  she  anchored  on  23  May  19^7-  Upon  her  return  to  Boston  on 
25  September  19^7  >  she  was  informed  that  she  was  to  be  a  part  of  Task  Force  39 
along  with  the  USS  BURTON  ISLAND  (AG  88)  which  would  travel  to  the  south  polar 
regions  in  the  Second  Antartic  Development  Project. 

Underway  on  5  November  I9V7,  the  EDISTO  transited  the  Panama  Canal  on 
November  15th  and  charted  her  course  for  Samoa  where  she  would  rendezvous 
with  the  BURTON  ISLAND  who  had  left  San  Pedro,  California,  en  November  15th. 
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USS  LEXINGTON  ^'^    ^li.5"" 

Since  the  founding  of  the  U.S.  Navy  in.  its  embryo  form  as 
the  Continental  Navy  in  1775 ,   the  name  LEXINGTON  has  stayed  on  the 
nation's  naval  register  for  almost  75  years.  The  ships  carrying  the 
name  of  the  famous  Revolutionary  War  Battle  as  Lexington,  Mass. on 
19  April  1775  have  seen  service  in  all  of  the  nation's  conflicts 
except  the  War  of  l8l2  and  the  Spanish-American  War.   During  World 
War  I  a  battle  cruiser  was  commenced,  but  the  hostilities  ended 
before  she  could  be  finished.  Her  name  was  changed  from  LEXINGTON 
to  RANGER,  however,  before  the  keel  could  be  laid.   However,  during 
World  War  II  the  name  took 'on  added  significance  as  two  aircraft 
carriers  of  the  name  battled  against  tremendous  odds  to  help  defeat 
the  Japanese  Navy. 

Continental  Brig  LEXINGTON  (1776  -  1777) 

In  March  1776  the  Marine  Committee  of  the  Continental  Congress 
met  in  a  hurried  session  in  Philadelphia  to  discuss  the  news  that  a 
British  warship  was  reported  cruising  in  the  Delaware  Capes  area  to 
intercept  commerce  destined  for  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore.  The 
situation  was  serious,  not  only  because  the  colonies  needed  the 
foodstuffs  from  abroad,  but  because  several  vessels  loaded  with 
powder  for  the  Continental  Army  had  left  St.  Eustatia  in  the  West 
Indies  only  a  few  days  prior  to  the  meeting.   Robert  Morris,  Penn- 
sylvania's member  on  the  committee,  stated  that  a  "Maryland  armed 
brig  now  is  in  Philadelphia"  and  urged  the  members  to  consider  buy- 
ing immediately  and  "send  her  to  fight"  the  British  warship. 

The  ship  in  question  was  the  black-hulled,  ye  How- trimmed  brig 
WILD  DUCK  out  of  Baltimore,  Maryland.   She  had  been  employed  by  the 
Maryland  Committee  of  Safety  to  bring  a  cargo  of  powder  from  St . 
Eustatis  to  Philadelphia,  and  was  at  the  docks  on  the  Schylkill  River 
unloading  the  powder.   She  was  a  trim  ship,  pierced  for  17  guns,  and 
equipped  with  sixteen  4-pounder  guns.   On  13  March  1776,  the  Marine 
Committee  notified  the  Maryland  Committee  of  Safety  that  they  would 
purchase  the  vessel  for  use  by  the  Continental  Navy  under  the  Act  of 
October  13,  1775 ,    and  immediately  turned  her  over  to  Wharton  and 
Humphrey,  Philadelphia  Ship  Builders,  for  reconditioning.   On  22 
March  1776  she  was  ready  for  sea  and  commissioned  under  Captain  John 
Barry.  The  brig's  name  was  changed  on  March  13th  from  WILD  DUCK  to 
LEXINGTON  to  inspire  her  future  crew  to  equal  or  excell  the  spirit 
of  the  farmers  of  Lexington,  Mass.,  who  participated  in  the  country's 
early  bid  for  freedom 

On  March  24th  she  was  loaded  with  powder much  of  It  the 

same  cargo  she  had  brought  north  and  the  following  day  a  pile 

of  small  arms  and  cutlasses  were  passed  out  to  the  crew  members. 
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HISTORY  OP  USS  NEVADA  (BB-36) 

Present  during  the  two  global  conflicts  which  erupted  in 
the  twentieth  century,,  and  served  her  country  loyally  until  the 
end  by  acting  as  a  "guinea  pig"  during  the  Bikini  Atom  Bomb 
tests  in.  1946  and  finally  succembed  by  the  bombs  and  torpedoes 
of  American  ships  and  planes  in  gunnery  practice . 

The  first  oil-burning  battleship  in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  the 
NEVADA  was  the  oldest  United  States  battleship  afloat  during 
World  ¥ar  II . 

The  name  NEVADA  has  reposed  on  the  Naval  Vessel  registers 
periodically  since  1865   The  first  such  ship  was  the  ten-gun 
screw  frigate  USS  NEVADA   She  was  built  by  the  Aetna  Iron  Works 
of  New  York  City  at  the  U.  S.  Naval  Yard  Philadelphia,  Pa. ,  and 
launched  on  5  October  1865 .   The  vessel's  name  at  that  time  was 
NESHAMINY.   On  15  May  1869  her  name  was  changed  to  USS  ARIZONA 
and  on  August  10th  of  the  same  year  subsequently  changed  again 
USS  NEVADA.   She  was  stricken  from  the  Naval  Register  and 
transferred  to  Mr  John  Roach  of  New  York  in  February  1885  for 
part  payment  in  rebuilding  the  USS  PURITAN. 

By  an  Act  of  Congress  dated  4  March  1898  the  Bath  Iron 
Works,  Bath.  Maine,  was  authorized  to  build  a  3225-ton  Monitor 
to  be  named  NEVADA   Miss  Grace  Bout e lie,  daughter  of  Representative 
Charles  A.  Boutelle  of  Maine,  acted  as  the  ship's  sponsor  when 
the  vessel  slid  down  the  ways  on  24  November  1900   She  was 
commissioned  on  5  March  1903  and  on  2  March  1909  the  ship's  name 
was  changed  to  USS  T0N0PAH  so  that  the  name  NEVADA  could  be  used 
for  a  battleship  which  was  to  be  constructed   The  T0N0PAH  (ex- 
NEVADA)  was  assigned  to  the  Submarine  Force,  U  S  Atlantic  Fleet, 
during  World  War  I  and  escorted  submarines  to  various  ports  on 
the  Atlantic  coast  and  in  January  1918  she  was  based  at  Bermuda 
Later  in  the  year  she  proceeded  to  Ponta  Delgada,  Azores,  for 
duty  as  the  port  guardship  and  as  a  tender  to  submarines  and 
submarine  chasers.   Originally  classed  as  a  double-turret  monitor, 
her  classification  was  changed  to  Monitor  No  8  on  1  July  1911 
and  to  BM  8  on  1  July  1920 .   The  USS  T0N0PAH  (ex -NEVADA)' was  sold 
on  26  January  1922  having  earned  the  World  War  I  Victory  Medal 
with  a  Patrol  clasp  for  the  period  11  February  -  11  November  1918 

Third  vessel  to  carry  the  state's  name  was  the  USS 
NEVADA  (BB-36)  who  rose  from  the  mud  of  Pearl  Harbor  after  having 
been  grounded  during  the  sneak  aerial  attack  by  Japanese  planes 
on  7  December  1941  and  ravaged  Japanese  and  German  shore  batteries 
in  World  War  II 
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HISTORY  OF  USS  PATOKA  (AG  125)  (EX  AO  9) 

When  the  Japanese  hit  Pearl  Harbor  on  7  December  19^1  our  Navy  had  to 
employ  many  overage  vessels  in  theaters  all  over  the  world  until  new  construc- 
tion could  meet  the  needs  of  the.  fleet.  The  PATOKA  was  one  of  many  such  vessels 
who  earned  a  creditable  war  record  serving  the  fleet. 

The  USS  PATOKA  (AO  9),  a  tanker  of  World  War  I  vintage,  was  built  in  1918 
by  the  Newport  News  Shipbuilding  and  Dry  Dock  Company,  Newport  News,  Virginia 
as  a  merchant  vessel.  Three  years  later  on  19  October  1921,  she  was  acquired 
from  the  Maritime  Commission  and  was  placed  in  commission  in  the  United  States 
Navy  as  an  auxiliary  vessel,  under  * Commander  E.  F.  Robinson.  She  joined  the 
the  Naval  Transportation  Service  at  San  Francisco  and  operated  in  the  7  seas 
under  various  Commanding  Officers  for  the  next  20  years. 

On  7  December  19>+1,  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  World  War  II,  the 
PATOKA,  under  the  command  of  Commander  W.  N.  Thornton,  USN,  was  moored  at  Recife, 
Brazil  in  the  multiple  capacity  of  tanker,  cargo  and  store  ship,  and  repair 
ship.  Here  she  supplied  the  units  of  Task  Force  THREE  (later  23)  with  fuel, 
diesel,  lubricating  oil,  gasoline,  stores,  provisions  and  repairs,  and  was 
designated  as  Force  Tender. 

Shortly  after  the  turn  of  the  new  year  19^2  she  got  underway  for  Bahia, 
Brazil,  anchoring  there  on  8  January  19*+2.  While  at  Bahia  word  was  received 
that  ships  bearing  rubber  and  other  vital  war  goods  had  left  French  Indo  China 
bound  for  the  Axis  controlled  ports  of  Europe.  The  PATOKA  requested  permission 
to  patrol  the  shipping  lanes  off  Bahia  which  was  granted  by  the  Commander  of 
Task  Force  THREE. 

When  she  had  completed  her  patrol  duties  she  put  into  port  and  returned 
to  Recife  on  22  January.  Six  days  later  she  was  bound  for  San  Juan,  Puerto 
Rico  but  enroute  i?he  was  diverted  to  Trinidad,  B.W.I.  Taking  on  fuel  and  stores 
she  returned  to  Recife. 

Standing  out  of  the  harbor  on  21  February  she  again  set  course  for  San 
Juan  and  reached  her  destination  on  h-   March.  Enroute,  her  course  was  changed 
several  times  to  avoid  reported  submarines  operating  along  her  path.  The 
return  trip  to  Recife  was  made  without  incident. 

On  25  May  19*t2,  while  returning  to  Recife  from  Trinidad  escorted  by  the 
USS  JOUETT  contact  was  made  with  an  enemy  submarine  on  the  surface.   The 
JOUETT  attacked,  forcing  the  underseas  craft  to  submerge  and  continuing  with 
the  attack  caused  it  to  remain  below  the  surface  allowing  the  PATOKA  to  escape 

from  the  area. 

1 

The  PATOKA  remained  at  Recife,  continuing  to  supply  the  ships  of  Task 
Force  23  with  provisions,  supplies  and  tender  services  until  April  19^3?  with 
occassional  trips  to  Puerto  Rico  and  Trinidad  for  replenishment.  On  23  January 
I9U3  Commander  W.  N.  Thornton  was  relieved  by  Commander  C.L-C.  Atkeson.  During 
her  stay  at  Recife  she  also  served  as  flagship  for  Vice  Admiral  J.  H.  Ingram, 
WSN,  Commander  South  Atlantic  Forces. 


